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News Room
ChRistmas stRolls

It’s stroll time in Montana! Manhattan will host it’s annual 

stroll sponsored by the Chamber of  Commerce on Thursday, 

December 5th. The festivities kick off  at 3:30 p.m. with 

Santa and crafts at the Manhattan Community Library. The 

Manhattan Stroll features a chili feed, photos with Santa, 

horse-drawn hayrides, caroling and of  course open houses at 

participating businesses.

Both the Three Forks and Ennis Christmas strolls are 

scheduled for the following evening, Friday, December 6th. 

Ennis’ events begin at 3 p.m. and offer something for the 

whole family, from Christmas stories, roasted chestnuts, live 

music and movies. The Ennis Chamber also encourages stroll-

goers to visit neighboring Virginia City for their Christmas 

socials. 

Three Forks begins annual festivities at 4 p.m. on Friday, 

which is an hour earlier than previous years. The schedule 

is jam-packed with activities and more can be found in our 

special edition Stroll Publication.

BaRRel RaCe iN hoNoR of 
delaittRe
Anthony Varriano for the Livingston Enterprise,  

reprinted here with permission.

The Rockin’ 3 Arena in Livingston is hosting a barrel race 

Saturday, December 7 at noon to benefit the Trooper David 

DeLaittre Memorial Park fund. Jeff  Mount, owner of  the 

arena and retired highway patrolman, hosts a barrel race 

about once a month every winter, but said this is a special 

event commemorating highway patrolmen, David DeLaittre. 

“The proceeds we garner will go to the Trooper David 

DeLaittre Memorial Park,” said Mount. “It’s open to the 

public, and they’ll be accepting donations at the door.”

DeLaittre was shot and killed during a routine traffic stop on 

Lane Road in Three Forks on December 1, 2010 at about 4:20 

p.m. He was 23 years old.

His father, Dennis, also a retired highway patrolmen, acquired 

3.5 acres from the Buttleman Ranch just a short distance from 

his childhood home.

“I worked with his father on the highway patrol,” Mount said. 

“His son was a good friend of  mine. I’d known him since he 

was a boy.”

Mount says the barrel race is a fitting dedication, as both of  

David’s sisters, Rebecca and Hannah, are barrel racers.

“They always wanted a horse,” said Dennis, “and after David’s 

death I caved in and got them one.”

Both Rebecca and Hannah are planning to race for their 

brother at the arena. Since David’s death, the park has been 

funded through the annual raffle of  firearms.

“We’ve done it for two years now, and that’s our main 

fundraiser besides donations,” Dennis said. “We try to start 

around April, because we do the first gun drawing on June 

1st.”

Dennis said the gun raffles have raised about $40,000 for 

the park. A new building has been erected at the park and a 

Montana Highway Patrol car sits on a pedestal as a dedication 

to David. Dennis hopes to eventually install a rock waterfall, 

picnic tables, a gazebo, and a radar detector that displays a 

travelers speed, and though the park is named after David, it’s 

dedicated to honoring all fallen officers.

“We honor all the Montana fallen officers, but we also honor 

all the officers that die in the line of  duty in the U.S.,” said 

Dennis. “We turn on the car lights for 24 hours every time a 

U.S. officer falls in the line of  duty.”

 

For more information about the gun raffles or the barrel race, 

visit Trooper David DeLaittre Memorial Park on Facebook.
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Cover Photo: This herd of  elk was spotted 
between Logan and Manhattan along I-90.
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Numbers Up

As we near our print deadline for the month, hunting 
season has just under a week left to go. Reports 
from Fish, Wildlife and Parks indicated that harvest 
numbers are up in Region 3 over the previous week. 
During that period, four game-check stations were in 
operation, (Cameron, Divide, Mill Creek and Silver 
City.) FWP reports that in week five, over 10 percent 
of  hunters harvested game, compared with 7.4 
percent the week before.

The most significant change in success rate came 
at the Divide station which checked in 16 deer and 
11 elk in a weekend which saw 215 hunters pass 
through. The majority of  those hunters harvested 
buck mule deer.
 
At Cameron, success was back up to 12.5 percent 
after a slow weekend number four where just 5.2 
percent of  hunters passed through with game. 
Hunters took 15 bull elk and 7 cows. Meanwhile, 9 
mule deer buck were harvested along with 3 white-
tailed deer.
 
Area Biologist Julie Cunningham says hunters 
reported seeing notably more mule deer in the 
Madison. “You would expect folks to see more given 
they are in the rut, but we heard that repeatedly over 
the weekend,” she said. “Plus, we checked one of  the 

biggest mule deer I’ve seen.”
 
Meanwhile, at Silver City – which typically sees the 
highest number of  hunters come through – success 
took a jump to 9.3 percent of  hunters harvesting 
game compared with 7 percent the week before.

Providing for the family

Among the successful hunters was Laura Veele, who 
despite being 30 weeks pregnant, was able to fill her 
deer tag this season.

Veele has always loved the outdoors and grew up ice 
fishing and hunting and with her dad.

“We’d go out in the snow in his little orange CJ7 Jeep 
and it was freezing. We’d crawl around in the snow 
until he got something,” she reminisced.

Veele began hunting herself  as soon as she turned 
twelve and could take hunter’s education classes.

“Then I stopped going for a while up until last year,” 

stories of  the season—hunting season, that is

a herd of  upwards of  eighty elk (by some counts) relaxed during the last weeks of  hunting season. they found refuge on a pivot-field near logan owned by the schutter family. often, the herd would stop 
traffic along i-90 and prompted many calls to the landowner.

laura Veele
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Back Pain?
 Neck Pain?
  Headaches?

WE CAN HELP!

Veele recounts. That’s when she and friend Tracy 
Kamerman went hunting together.  “I took all 3 of  
my kids, and Tracy took her 2 kids, so our 2012 hunt 
- it was two moms and five kids 7 and under!”

Veele gives much of  the credit for this year’s hunt to 
Kamerman, “I honestly couldn’t do it with out her. 
She’s such an amazing helper and spotter and she’s 
just awesome. This year we had to drag the dear 
about half  a mile back to the vehicle because it was 
back in the brush. It sucked... thats a pretty awesome 
friend to help you do that!”

Although Veele has really only hunted deer, she’d like 
to go elk hunting sometime. Many hunters say that 
beyond the sport, the feeling they get by providing 
meat for their families is rewarding. Veele is no 
different.

“I love the accomplishment I feel... Its just such an 
amazing feeling to shoot an animal, hang it, skin it, 
cut the meat off, then take that meat and make it into 
dinners to feed your family,” she says.

This year, as soon as the meat was cut off, Veele made 
freezer crock-pot meals with it so she’ll have healthy 
and easy go-to dinners.

“I was responsible from start to finish and it just felt 
good to put all those meals in my freezer. I feel very 
blessed to be able to do that for my kids.”

the hunt of  a lifetime

The hunting of  Montana’s Bighorn Sheep is an 
experience that many sportsmen throughout the 
United States dream of. For Three Forks native Mick 
McGuire, it’s a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that 
he’s dreamt about for forty-three years. 

“I started applying for a [Bighorn Sheep] permit 
when I was twenty,” he said. Over the years he’s 
tried different areas, each with varying odds, but 
2013 would prove to be the year for him. In June, 
McGuire discovered that he had at long last drawn 
the much sought after tag. The permit allowed the 
taking of  an either sex Bighorn Sheep in Hunting 
District 482 within the Missouri Rivers Breaks—an 
area said to be the best Bighorn Sheep hunting in 
the country. The vast and rugged area is well-known 
for producing trophy rams and also known for tough 
draw odds. Out of  all the hunters that applied for 
a sheep tag in that area in 2012, less than 1% were 
successful at drawing it.

Perhaps that’s why a similar permit for that area 
went for a record amount at an annual auction 
benefiting sheep conservation efforts last winter. 
The Wild Sheep Foundation’s 2013 Convention 
in Reno, Nevada featured four nights of  auctions 
on special permits, one of  which was the Montana 
State Bighorn Sheep tag. It’s a way for hunters (with 
the means to do so) to bypass the draw process, 
but it comes at a price. When the gavel fell, that 
tag brought an incredible $480,000—shattering 
the previous record of  $405,000 for the same tag 
set back in 1999. The 2012 Montana Sheep permit 
brought in $300,000.

McGuire set out immediately to plan his hunt. 
He contacted his friend, Kevin Peterson, who had 
successfully hunted that area before for advice. 
McGuire and his wife Joy went on a pre-season 
scouting trip to the Breaks. On a subsequent trip 
during the season, McGuire was joined by fellow 
Three Forks resident and outdoorsman Nick Allen 
and Townsend man Chris McFadden. The group 
spotted a monster ram they dubbed “Rambo,” but 
McGuire wasn’t able to get a shot on it. They did, 
however, capture the spectacular animal on video and 
were in agreement that it would indeed rank high in 
the Boone and Crockett Club.
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In total, McGuire took four trips over to 
“The Breaks” for a total of  twelve hunting 
days, and found success on November 8th. As 
McGuire, accompanied by Peterson, headed 
out early that morning, they saw no other 
vehicles or signs of  other hunters in the area. 
Later, it caught McGuire by surprise when he 
heard what he took to be a gunshot.

“I said to Kevin, did you hear that? There 
must be another hunter out here,” he 
recalled. Peterson assured him that it wasn’t 
a gunshot, but instead the sound of  two 
rams fighting. The pair set out to locate the 
animals, climbing to a ridge that would give 
them a view of  four drainages. From there 
they could discern that the rams were in the 
furthest drainage and set out to get a closer 
look.

As the men gained a vantage point, they 
watched in awe as the two mature rams 
battled over a nearby ewe. In total, the brawl 
took hours, but according to McGuire, it 
wasn’t solid action.

“They’d rear up and slam into one another, 
then kind of  act stunned for a bit before 
they’d go to grazing. That would go on for 
a while and then all of  a sudden, something 
triggered them and bam!”

Eventually, one ram drove the other off, 
content to have won the battle. It was at this 
time that McGuire saw his opportunity. In 
one clean shot, he succeeded in filling his 
permit, but the show wasn’t over. Within 
minutes of  hearing the gunshot, the other 
ram returned, courted the ewe and the pair 
took off.

McGuire sort of  chuckled as he referred to 
his ram, “He may have won the battle, but he 
lost the war.”

some might say three forks native mick mcGuire had the luck of  the irish this season. after 43 years of  putting in for a Bighorn sheep tag, 
he found success. mcGuire is shown here with his trophy ram in the missouri River Breaks on November 8th.
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While the ram he settled for was not “Rambo”, he’s still 
extremely pleased with his hunt. He has taken the head 
and cape to the taxidermist and looks forward to getting 
a full shoulder mount done. As for the meat, McGuire 

tried a few steaks, then had the remainder processed into 
jalapeno summer sausage.



thinking outside 
the Box stores
By Dorothy Meyer

Christmas shopping can cause anyone to have heart 
palpitations, especially when confronted with the 
droves of  last minute shoppers swarming the aisles 
of  the stores in a frantic search for presents. I am 
not one of  those “planners” who has all of  their gifts 
bought, wrapped and ready by the middle of  July. 
From my view, my ideas for presents change over the 
course of  time - one day I’m thinking of  a red and 
black theme for the folks in my family, with scarves, 
gloves and cool Elmer Fudd style hats, then the next 
I’ve changed my mind and believe they all need to be 
nourished with home-made chutneys and preserves. In 
the end, I may resort to that aisle in the big-box store 
- you know the one - where they have discounted 
the Hillshire Farms Cheese and Cracker Baskets all 
wrapped up in plastic. Don’t judge. At midnight, 
after a rousing game of  Pictionary or Cranium that 
plastic has been ripped off  a time or two or three with 
great delight and the contents devoured with relish. 
Gifts are hard to give, as you are honestly giving a 
little piece of  yourself  with it. The gift of  giving is 
in the good feelings that overcome the giver and the 
recipient, making for smiles all around. Hopefully, 
I can avoid the cramped aisles and panic of  waiting 
until the last few days and work on the ideas below to 
make the season that much easier and brighter.
 
On Pinterest, I found a really simple gift idea that I 
will definitely be trying - personalised photo coasters. 
(If  you need to see the actual pin just type in “photo 

coaster” in the search and many will show up. This 
will also give you an example of  the finished product 
and you’ll see why I’m so gung-ho about it). The 
supplies needed are: coasters, photos, Mod Podge, 
small paintbrush, tape, tissue and regular computer 
paper, a printer and a pair of  scizzors. I love the look 
in the Pin of  the stone coasters with the black and 
white photo overlay so that’s what I will be doing, but 
you could just as easily use wood or ceramic coasters 
of  some sort. Find photos of  your desired subject 
(kids, dogs, bridges etc...limitless resource) and print 
them out on tissue paper. You will need to tape the 
tissue paper onto a regular sheet of  white paper in 
order for the paper to feed in and out of  the printer, 
and separate after. You can use any color of  tissue 
paper, but I think I’ll stick with white as I will print in 
black and white. After printing, cut out the photo to 
fit the shape of  the coaster - I’ll tear the edges of  the 
tissue paper to gain a more vintage feel to my creation. 
Next step? Add a layer of  Mod Podge over the 
coaster, lay the tissue paper photo on top and let dry. 
Add one more layer of  Mod Podge to seal the deal. 
Voila! Your creations will be greatly appreciated.
 
For the Foodie’s in your life, I found some great gift 
basket ideas. Instead of  using a regular basket to 
corral all the goodies, try using a brightly colored 
oven mitt. (Do your best to find out what colors 
the cook has in their kitchen - means you went that 
extra mile). Fill up the mitt with wooden spoons, 
spatulas, whisks and other assorted utensils. You 
could stop right there by adding a big bow, but I 
would tuck exotic spices inside, with labels like “Pink 
Peppercorns” and “Black Sesame Seed” and “Ancho 
Chili Powder” peeking out between the handles of  
those wooden spoons. Another one for the Gourmet 
Guru in your family could be all about cheese and 
the delicious delectables that pair perfectly with it. A 
square piece of  slate from the flooring department 

of  a home improvement store can be treated with 
food-safe mineral oil and with glued on cork backing 
makes for a perfect chalkboard cheese board, or you 
can find a wood cutting board with a handle. I would 
include both and put them in a wire basket lined with 
a linen dishtowel along with a variety of  specialty 
cheeses. Spanish Manchego, Stilton Blue, Cranberry 
and Almond Crusted Goat Cheese, or Extra Sharp 
Cheddar infused with Port Wine. Cheese begs to be 
paired with fruit, nuts and wine so find a nice red 
and white wine, a sampling of  fruit spreads (fig and 
orange is my fave!) and a mix of  herbed and smoked 
nuts. Then, be present when they open that present as 
you will want to enjoy their riches.
 
I realize that I cannot keep you out of  the big box 
stores during your shopping, especially if  you have 
budget restraints; but I do hope that you will think 
“outside of  the box” when making your purchases. 
Christmas has enough hustle and bustle attached to it, 
no use adding stress to an already stressful time. I am 
sure there will still be those instances when I am spied 
down the aisles with the plastic-wrapped packages 
in a mad dash to find something (anything!) for that 
desperately-needed, unexpected gift that absolutely 
must be given. I will not look away in shame, no ...not 
I. I will only confidently grab that last Hillshire Farms 
Package, throw it in my cart and dash away! I’ll have 
my Game Face on, as I’ll need it in preparation for 
that fierce game of  Cranium
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Dorothy Meyer has been a contributing 
writer for the Lewis and Clark Journal 
for over seven years.  Her life adventures 
have recently taken her to Fort Benton, 
Montana where she serves as Manager of  
the Historic Grand Union Hotel. She holds 
a special place in her heart for Southwest 
Montana and is glad to maintain a 
connection here through her writing. 

Mon-Fri from 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (406) 599-8472www.trishajonesphotography.com | 406.539.8802

tjphotomontanatrisha jones photography @tjonesmt

Gift cards available!

Wishing you a 
Merry Chistmas & 
Happy New Year!
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Women and 
smoking: Good 
News, Bad News
Sponsored by Railway Drug

You’ve come a long way, baby. But really, now, who 
wants this kind of  progress….? Women who smoke 
are at much greater risk of  death from lung cancer 
and chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) 
than they were 20 years ago. In fact, deaths from 
smoking are at an all-time high among women in the 
U.S. Why? Probably because women have started 
smoking earlier, are smoking longer, and smoke more 
each day than women did in the past. 

A large American Cancer Society research study also 
links smoking to breast cancer. During about a year 
of  follow-up, the rate of  new cases of  invasive breast 
cancer was 24 percent higher in smokers than in 
nonsmokers.

These are just a couple of  new findings. You probably 
already know that smoking increases the risk for lung 
and other cancers, as well as the risk for infertility and 
low birth weight in babies.

Against this troubling backdrop, however, there 
is something positive to report. People who quit 
smoking between ages 25 and 34 can gain back a 
decade they otherwise would have lost as lifetime 
smokers. Even quitting later in life can buy back some 
time. 

There’s other encouraging news: Your chances of  
a heart attack or stroke go down if  you quit.   The 
benefits of  being smokefree can add so much life back 
into your day to day activities.

That’s all fine and well, you might say, but quitting 
is easier said than done. Of  course, that’s true. But 
you’ve got more help at your disposal than ever before. 
Aside from counseling, quit-smoking support groups, 
and smokefree smartphone apps, you can also take 
advantage of  quit-smoking products we carry in our 
store.  Let me know if  want to discuss our available 
products.

If  you’ve tried to quit more than once, you might 
want to try a prescription medication such as 
varenicline (Chantix) and the antidepressant 
bupropion (Zyban). Some people also combine one 
of  these medications with a nicotine patch such as 
Nicoderm. I can walk you through options like these. 
Or, if  your doctor has written a prescription, I can 

answer any questions you may have. 

Here are some other tips that may make it easier for 
you to quit smoking:

• Get rid of  all tobacco products and ashtrays ahead 
of  time.

• Ask others not to smoke around you or to leave 
evidence of  cigarettes where you can see them. Also 
tell them not to buy you smokes after you quit, even if  
you ask them to.

• Change your routines for a while so you’re less likely 
to trigger the desire to smoke. 

• Find relaxation techniques that work well for you. 
But minimize drinking alcohol. It may actually derail 
your efforts.

• When you feel an urge coming on, find a way to 
distract yourself—make a phone call, go for a walk, or 
come talk to me. I’ll cheer you on! 
   

Nothing herein constitutes medical advice, diagnosis or treatment, 
or is a substitute for professional advice.  You should always seek 
the advice of  a professional if  you have questions or concerns 
regarding the above mentioned content.

~The production and distribution 
of this publication is made 
possible by our ADVERTISERS. 

~If you enjoy receiving the Lewis 
and Clark Journal, please take a 
moment to thank them, and let 
them know you saw their ad here!
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madisoN Valley ChRistmas 
deCemBeR 15th

—by Trisha Jones
The word “tradition” is used quite often during 
the Holidays. Defined by Merriam-Webster as “an 
inherited, established or customary pattern of  
thought, action or behavior,” tradition during the 
Holiday season is important for families, whether 
carrying on longtime traditions or starting brand new 
ones. Tracy Kamerman spoke a lot about tradition 
when talking about the Madison River Christmas 
Celebration which will be held on Sunday, December 
15th. This is a celebration that has a lot of  meaning 
for rural farming and ranch families of  the Madison 
Valley, young and old.

In the late 1890s, two school houses located on Buffalo 
Jump Road and Madison River Road were used for 
instructing the farm and ranch kids in the area. They 
were used until 1928 when the kids started being 
bused to Manhattan. According to Kamerman, “In 
the 40’s the ranch and farm wives decided to have 
monthly lunches at one of  the school houses.” This 
lead to the establishment of  the Madison Valley 
Women’s Club. The ladies expanded their luncheons 
and hosted fall harvest parties, Christmas Parties, 
Valentine’s Day dances, and Easter Egg hunts. The 
school house and these parties played an important 
role in giving these rural families a sense of  
community. Eventually, as the farmers and ranchers 
moved to town and commuting to town became more 
routine, these parties dwindled. 

According to Kamerman, about seven years ago 
longtime residents Katie and Dorothy Wilcox 
suggested getting the Christmas Party going again. 
Valley resident Shawna Halvorsen took the lead and 
visited with surrounding residents to resurrect the 
annual party.

“It’s a rustic setting,” says Kamerman who is an 
organizer of  the event.

Continued from Page 2
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opinion
Dear Editor,

Since early September I have watched and monitored 
with interest the changes and rhetoric regarding 
the “National Flood Insurance Program” (NFIP) 
related to our community of  Three Forks.  Due to 
the implementation of  the Biggert-Waters  Flood 
Insurance Act of  2012 the community of  Three 
Forks has been severely impacted regarding Flood 
Insurance Rates and affordability. The changes made 
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
effective October 1, 2013 have raised several questions 
and issues regarding Flood Insurance Rates and 
affordability here in Three Forks.

I applaud your publication’s efforts to provide 
information regarding these changes and the effect 
these changes may have on the community of  Three 
Forks. Over the past few weeks several individuals 
have asked my opinion regarding what these changes 
will have on property values and the overall real 
estate market conditions here in Three Forks.

In view of  all the information, and frankly 
misinformation that is floating around out there 
regarding this issue, there is only one thing that I 
am fairly certain of, the Biggert-Waters Act of  2012 
needs a second look and some in depth examination 
of  how the Federal Emergency Management 
Administration and it’s chief, Craig Fugate has 
handled the implementation and administration of  
this act.   

The new National Flood Insurance Program rate 
structures that went into effect October 1 have 
caused serious confusion and hardship for property 
owners and potential property owners in obtaining 
affordable flood insurance. The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) continues to delay and 
miss deadlines mandated by the Biggert-Waters Act 
of  2012. The legally required transition to true risk 

rates has plagued consumers with increases in rates 
beyond what anyone imagined possible.

It is my opinion there is a possible solution, so 
prior to jacking up your house or filling in your 
basement I would suggest you contact our US 
Senators Max Baucus (max@baucus.senate.gov) or 
Jon Tester (http://tester.senate.gov/contact) and 
US Representative Steve Daines (www.daines.house.
gov). and urge them to support Senate Bill 1610 and 
House Bill 3370. These bipartisan bills are known as 
the “Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act 
of  2013”.  

These Bills are calling for a “time out”. The 
“Homeowner Flood Insurance Affordability Act of  
2013” prudently defers rate increases until FEMA 
can complete the affordability study already mandated 
by the Biggert-Waters Act of  2012 and propose 
regulations to target affordability relief.  These bills 
would also create an office of  advocacy for flood 
insurance rates and mapping concerns and issues. 
Under current regulations property owners do not 
have an effective avenue to pursue concerns regarding 
flood insurance rating errors and/or discrepancies.  

If  you currently own or are contemplating the 
purchase of  property within the city of  Three 
Forks I would urge you to review this issue, the law 
and the proposed bills as it will affect you to some 
degree whether you are in or out of  a designated 
flood zone area. I would also urge you to contact our 
Senators and Representative in support of   H.R. 3370 
and S 1610 to delay changes to the National Flood 
Insurance Program.

Sincerely,
Ronald E. Elliott

Highway 287 • Harrison, MT • (406) 685-3207

Catering Available

 685-3207

Our burgers are from our own beef raised here 
in our own pastures...naturally!

Open Sun-TueS 7am-3pm | Wed-SaT 7am-8pm

e PRIME RIB f
saturday, december 21st

Reservations appreciated
NOW AT 119 MAIN STREET

Jamie Lyn Demaray

406-209-5590

Over 12 years experience. 
Healing for the mind, body & soul.

• Licensed Massage Therapist
• Reiki Practitioner
• Raindrop Therapy

Indigo Healing & Massage

Holiday Special : 
Buy a gift certificate and get 50% off your next massage.

(Hurry - Offer ends December 24th!)



“It’s pretty rural out here and the ranch and farm kids 
that grew up here--this was how they had a sense of  
community. This is an old tradition. Lots of  people 
who used to live out here and have moved away, they 
come back for this and bring their great grandkids.” 
A potluck celebration, with cured ham and smoked 
turkey will be provided by Shawna Halvorsen and 
the Madison Valley 4H club. Several old-time fiddlers 
from the area will be playing and Santa will make 
a surprise visit around 3:00 p.m. “Santa’s visit to 
this celebration is a special one,” says Kamerman. 
Parents bring a secret gift for their children which 
are smuggled into Santa’s bag when they arrive. 
Santa then pulls these gifts from his bag, calling the 
children’s name one by one. They sit on his lap and he 
presents them with their gift and then “he spends time 
with them” emphasizes Kamerman. 

In order to keep their school house standing and 
continue to carry on this tradition, the Madison 
Valley Women’s Club does rely on donations and 
fundraising. A pie auction will be held during the 
celebration, with 10-15 homemade pies available. The 
party is open to the public and they would love to be 
“overflowing with standing room only!” 

If  you would like to start a new tradition with your 
family by attending an “old” tradition, the school 
house is located at 11200 Buffalo Jump Road. The 
party starts at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 15th. 
Don’t forget to bring a small, $5 gift for Santa to have 
for your child(ren). If  you have any questions, please 
contact Tracy Kamerman at 285-3584.

CommUNity NeW yeaR’s 
eVe PaRty

Looking for a family-friendly way to ring in the New 
Year and still celebrate out of  the house? How about 
an Old-Fashioned Family Fun Night? The ringing 
in of  2014 will mark the 7th year since a group of  
community-minded residents first got together at 
the Methodist Church Annex on New Year’s Eve. 
The event is reminiscent of  days gone by when 
families often gathered for board games or to assemble 

puzzles. Planned activities include card games such as 
Cribbage, Pinochle, Whist and maybe even Bunko as 
well as other games such as Monopoly, Aggravation, 
Dominos, Yatzee and more. Doors open at 7 p.m., but 
attendees are invited to come when they can and stay 
as long as they wish. The little ones can even bring 
a blanket and pillow to relax if  they get sleepy until 
everyone is ready to go home. Bring your favorite 
board game or movie and snacks to share. Those who 
wish to help or need more information may call Vicki 
Veltkamp at 285-0821 or Joan Dorsey at 285-3320.

CaNdleliGht toURs at l&C 
CaVeRNs

Tickets for Lewis & Clark Caverns State Park’s 
spectacular Holiday candlelight tours went on sale 
Monday, Nov. 26th.

A candlelight tour of  the park’s sparkling limestone 
caverns is a magical way to celebrate the Holidays. 
The tours occur only in December—Dec. 15 and 16; 
Dec. 21 and 22; and Dec. 29 and 30. Tour groups will 
set out every 45 minutes starting at 9:30 a.m. with the 
final tour of  the day at 2:45 p.m. Visitors must check 
in at the visitor center 30 minutes in advance.

To purchase the nonrefundable tour tickets, call the 
park at (406) 287-3541 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 
p.m. daily. Tickets are $15 for adults (12 and up) and 
$8 for children (6-11). Candle lanterns are provided. 
The 2 mile tour takes 2 hours to complete, including 
the hike to the caverns. Visitors should dress for 
snow, wind and cold. This tour is not appropriate 
for children 5 and under. Coffee, hot chocolate and 
cookies will be available at the visitor center.

WheRe Will yoUR liBRaRy 
Be iN fiVe yeaRs?

Three Forks Community Librarian Debbi Kramer 
and the Library Board of  Directors is concerned for 
the future of  the Community Library. There has been 
much discussion recently over the formation of  a 
Library District which, board member say, is the best 

long-term option for the Library. Plans have been 
moving forward, but in order to put the plan into 
place, voters would have to approve it. The measure 
will require a number of  petition signatures in order 
to get it on the ballot. Until that can be done, Kramer 
is working to educate the community on just why a 
library district is needed. She has recently completed 
a detailed comparison of  what the Library might look 
like in five years either way. 

The down side paints a dreary picture, siting a 
diminished budget, unstable funding sources and 
fees for out-of-county patrons. Many Three Forks 
residents that live outside the city limits are within 
neighboring counties such as Broadwater, Jefferson 
and Madison, so these impacts are significant. Other 
noticeable downfalls would be the possible loss of  
electronic books through Montana2Go, reduced hours 
of  operation and fewer best-seller books.

A comparison with ten other similarly-sized libraries 
in Montana shows just how much the Three Forks 
Library is doing with the income it currently receives. 
As a ranking, our library is second in service hours 
and third in the number of  programs offered all while 
being 10th in both expenditures and income received. 
Three Forks ranks last in paid staff.

The board states that a Library District would 
provide more stable funding and an increase in 
revenue which will allow for more after school and 
adult programs as well as the possibility of  increased 
weekday and weekend hours and the availability of  
audiobooks, videos and other media.

They say that home owners in all four counties will 
see a slight increase in their taxes due to the very low 
budget that the library is currently operating at. The 
average would be between $2 and $4 on a home that 
appraises at $100,000.

The goal of  the board is to be able to collect enough 
signatures to put the measure on the ballot in 2014.

tHe lewiS and Clark Journal  |  Page 9

LewisAndClarkJournal.com December 2013

AND Not a Real Estate Licensee • www.mickiesmobiles.com

406-285-6500

Real Estate Solutions for Real People
• We Buy Houses - CASH • We STOP Foreclosures

• We Repair Credit • We Pay Referrals

123 n Main street, suite 2 | three Forks, Mt 59752
Mon-Sat: Open at 10 a.m.

406-285-6866
Spoil yourself at 

Skizzors Salon this Christmas!
Buy a $50 gift certificate and get a 

FREE $10 gift certificate!
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Changing hands
Story and Photos by Lora Thorson

“She’s the best bartender I have ever seen in my 
life,” Sheri (Sendra) Langehough says emphatically 
while sipping coffee in the Plaza Bar. She’s referring 
to Becky Dahl, her business partner. “Becky is fast 
and efficient. She never stops, and she has a bubbly, 
outgoing personality,” Sheri compliments.
 
Becky and Sheri took over as co-owners of  the Plaza 
Bar in Three Forks in October of  this year. Each 
partner credits the other as being an integral part of  
moving the bar forward. “Sheri has a great history 
of  turning bars around like she did with the Broken 
Arrow in Manhattan,” says Dahl. “She is dedicated. 
She lives and breathes her work.” 
 
The bar has seen some renovations recently, most 
notably the front entrance. It has been totally 
re-done, complete with a new sign and window. 
The inside of  the Plaza Bar has new video gaming 
machines, updated bathrooms, and a new bar front. 
 
The team would like to bring in five more televisions 
with full sports programming packages. In addition, 
they are looking into having live music, bingo and 

karaoke. Another addition to the future of  the Plaza 
Bar: Corn hole tournaments. They are similar to 
playing horseshoes except that the participants 
throw beanbags. These tournaments have been 
popular at Manhattan’s Broken Arrow.
 
Currently, the bar hosts Happy Hour daily from 4:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. They have lowered the prices on all 
alcohol, but specifically their off-sell liquor, which 
has caused an increase in sales. People seem to be 
taking notice of  the changes.

 
Sheri comes from Three Forks originally whereas 
Becky hails from Minnesota. Both worked at the 
Cat’s Paw in Bozeman for a time. Sheri grew up 
on the lower Madison and later finished school in 
Harrison. 
 

“We want people to enjoy 
themselves and have no worries 

while they are here.” 
~ Becky Dahl

Becky dahl, Co-owner of  the Plaza Bar
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(left) Green lamps hang over the pool table at the Plaza Bar.

(Center) a view of  the back of  the Plaza Bar sign hanging just 
outside the front door.

(Right) the Plaza Bar has made recent improvements 
including a new bar front, new video gaming machines, and 
updated bathrooms.

When returning to Montana from Minnesota, Becky 
says, “I was laid off  of  my job in Minnesota. They 
laid off  eleven hundred people in one day. That was it. 
That was my sign. I moved back to Montana.”
 
“I couldn’t do this without her,” Sheri says about 
Becky. The team has much to offer and are excited 
about the changes being made. 
 
The owners understand the importance of  their 
customers. On Friday evenings, it’s not uncommon to 
see the girls bringing out lasagna or a crock-pot meal 
just to thank their “regulars.” Sheri credits her success 
at the Broken Arrow to her wonderful customers 
there. She wants to see those same positive changes in 
Three Forks at the Plaza Bar.

 Both Sheri and Becky say that this endeavor would 
not be possible without the other. Key components to 
running a successful bar, Sheri says, are “niceness” and 
“patience.” “We want people to feel comfortable here 
and have a good time,” says Dahl.
 
The Plaza Bar will have a Grand Re-Opening on 
January 11th and both women feel that the changes 
made to the bar will be a welcoming sight to the town.

“I absolutely love what I do,” says Becky. “I want 
people to enjoy themselves and have no worries while 
they are here.” Customers who come into the bar any 
time before the Grand Re-Opening party drawing 
may get a ticket towards winning a brand new 50 inch 
television. The bar will be giving away many other 

prizes as well, to be announced as the date gets closer. 
“We just want to host a big party,” says Dahl.

The ceremony will commence at precisely 1620 hours (4:20 p.m.)

Refreshments and activities will follow.

Trooper David DeLaittre 
Memorial Park 

Sunday, December 1st
In honor of the 

Third Anniversary of the shooting of 
Trooper David DeLaittre

Please join us for a Lighting Ceremony

May the Magic and
Wonder of the Season

Fill your Heart and Home.
Merry Christmas from 

your friends at

Do you have an interest in writing for the Lewis and Clark 
Journal? We are seeking local writers in upcoming issues of  the 
Journal. Our focus is mostly on human interest and must have 

a connection to our readership area.

Drop us an e-mail at editor@lewisandclarkjournal.com
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sidewalk talk

Kendra G.
“How The Grinch Stole 
Christmas because it’s full 
of  Christmas and has a nice 
ending.”

Raina h.

“Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer 

because it’s an original 

Christmas movie and has great 

music and great characters.”

Johnny J.

“Santa Clause is Coming to Town 

because it’s a great movie!”

silas t.

“I like The Grinch because it’s 

funny.”

mackenzie R.
“I like The Santa Clause 3 
because it was the first time 
they had celebrated Christmas 
and it was sad, but sweet.”

5 North Main St reet   |   �ree Forks, MT  
 4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5   |  w w w.sacajawea hotel .com

Explore Your  
Own Backyard  
in historic 
Three forks
BRUNCH EVERY SUNDAY 

THIS DECEMBER ONLY
We’ve got a taste for every craving.  
Every Sunday in December,  9 am - 1 pm. 
Reservations are recommended.  
$24.95  adults •  $14.50  kids 12 and under. 

Live music and poker every weekend 
in the Sac Bar.  Visit our Facebook 
page for band listings!

Visit  our 
website  today 

for details ! 16 E. Cedar • Three Forks, MT • 285-4088
BUY • SELL • TRADE GAMES!

Become a fan on facebook!

Now Showing at

Three Forks Video
NEW RELEASES FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

December 3rd:
• Wolverine
• Smurfs 2
• Simpsons: Season 16

December 10th:
• Despicable Me 2
• Fast & Furious 6

December 17th:
• Elysium
• Lone Ranger

• Percy Jackson: Sea of 
Monsters

• Kick Ass 2
• Burn Notice 7
• Shameless Season 3
• Justified Season 4

December 23rd:
• Insidious 2

December 31st:
• Don Jon

Headwaters Area Food Bank’s

Holiday Wish List:
• hams
• apple sauce
• cranberry sauce
• sweet potatoes/yams
• canned fruit
• jello
• french-fried onions
• cream of mushroom      
   soup
• pie crust
• evaporated milk
• canned green beans
• roasting pans
• pumpkin pie filling &      
   spices

come in or call 
to sign up 

285-3559

Somewhere about mid-November, a press release came across our desk saying how many of  the classic Christmas 

movies such as Miracle on 34th Street and It’s a Wonderful Life have dropped in popularity recently, giving way 

to more colorful or animated movies. This month, we asked 5th Grader Allyson Kamps to poll her peers at the 

Construction Zone Youth Group to get their favorites. 
allyson Kamps

Guest Pollster
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David DeLaittre Memorial 
Park Lighting 1620 hours 

(4:20 pm)

Three Forks Tourney at 
Home

B: Waffles/Sausage
L: Spaghetti & Meatballs

JHBB at Manhattan 
B: Biscuits & Gravy

L:Hawaiian Haystacks
SC Menu: Swiss Steak

B: Pancake/Sausage
L: Hamburgers

TF Imerys Tournament 

Early Dismissal 11:10 a.m.
B: Donuts

TF Imerys Tournament

Elementary Christmas 
Program - New Gym 7 pm

JHBB at Whitehall
B: Waffles/Sausage
L: Grilled Chicken 

Sandwich

6th-12th Grade Christmas 
Program - New Gym 7 pm

B: Biscuit Sausage Egg
L: Oriental Chicken
SC Menu: Goulash

BB Dillon at Home
BB at WSS

B: French Toast/Bacon
L: Pizza

Christmas Break 
NO SCHOOL

Christmas Break 
NO SCHOOL

Christmas Break 
NO SCHOOL

Madison Valley Christmas 
Celebration 2 p.m. Potluck 

at Schoolhouse

19

24 25 26

BB at Big Timber
BB at Lone Peak

B: Breakfast Pizza
L: “Just Like KFC Bowl”
SC Menu: Christmas 

Dinner: Ham

B: Pancakes/Sausage
L: Italian Dunkers

Christmas Break 
NO SCHOOL

Christmas

Christmas Break 
NO SCHOOL

SC Menu: Closed

Christmas Break 
NO SCHOOL

SC Menu: Closed

4 5 6

JHBB Three Forks Tourney 
at Home

B: Breakfast Pizza
L: Chicken Alfredo

SC Menu: Fried Chicken

Big Sky Elite Female Sale
@ Green Mtn Red Angus, 

Logan - 1 p.m.

B: Pancakes/Sausage
L: Corn Dogs

B: Bagels & Cream Cheese
L: Chilli Cheese Fries

SC Menu: Pork Roast

KG Ranch Annual 
Production Sale

noon

B: French Toast/Bacon
L: Super Oles

31

Christmas Break 
NO SCHOOL

SC Menu: Polish Sausage

2 3

Capable Hands - Willing Heart

Mary Jane Crane
Massage Therapy Specialist

Swedish  Deep Tissue
Relaxation/Stress Management

By appointment only: (406) 285-3738
PO Box 1001

Three Forks, MT 59752

Montana Mountain Massage

Gift Certificates Available

Finish off your Christmas list with a 
Massage Gift Certificate!

December Special:
$25 for a 1 hour massage!!

Happy Holidays!
Come ring in the New Year with us! 

Now taking reservations for New Year’s dinner.

We will be closed December 24th-25th

Hours
• Tuesday - Sunday 4 - 9 pm 

• Closed Mondays

285-3698 Delivery at 5 pm daily.
285-4866

CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE & DAY
OPEN 4pm-9pm Sun-Thurs 

4pm-9:30pm Fri/Sat

Tired from all that shoppping?
Let us deliver a pizza to you! Show us a receipt 
from a local business with a December date and 

receive $2 off your order!

B: Sausage Egg & Biscuit
L: K-5 Sloppy Joes
6-12 Pulled Pork

SC Menu: Roast Beef

 

SC: Senior Citizens Center
Three Forks School in Red

Willow Creek School in Blue

JHBB Belgrade #2 at Home 

B: Waffles/Sausage
L: Cluckers
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Christmas Special!

4 0 6 - 5 3 9 - 4 4 8 8
w w w. th r e e r ive r s c a r wa s h . c o m

Glenn & Nicolle Visser • 160 Main • Harrison,  MT6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Mon - sat • 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. sun

General 
Store

SMALL SPACE ~ BIG VARIETY

685-3418

• From GROCERY items to 
AUTO supplies!

• Frozen foods & fresh 
produce 

• Eco-friendly cleaning 
supplies

• Beer and 30+ wines
• Fishing Bait
• Hunting & fishing 

licenses

Shampoo/Spot Remover, Vacuums, 
Self-Service Bay and Touch Free Automatic

Purchase any number of gift 
cards to total $50 and get a 

$10 gift card FREE!

Call for details. Special not available 
at card vending machine. 

Offer good through Dec. 24th.

Teacher Gifts

Stocking Stuffers

& More

the thrill of  the 
Chase

by Christina Kamps

Foxhunting is the sport of  mounted riders chasing 
wild quarry with pack of  hounds. The sport has 
existed in the United States since colonial times and 
has become increasingly more popular in recent years. 
According to the Masters of  Foxhounds Association 
(MFHA), there are now 165 organized clubs in North 
America and organized member hunts exist in 37 
states. The Red Rock Hounds that organizes a hunt at 
Montana Horses each April is one such club.

Montana Horses owners Kail and Renee Mantle found 
a love for the sport and have participated in various 
fox hunts throughout the country. This Spring, Red 
Rock gave Mantles two hounds with which to learn 
and then sent another two this fall.

“We now have the privilege and joy of  hunting four 
gorgeous and wonderful hounds,” says Renee.  In an 
effort to share the sport with other equestrians, the 
Mantles have organized their own fox hunts, typically 
on Sundays, and will continue to do so as the weather 
allows.

“We are learning about the sport from these great 
hounds, and it is just crazy how excited people are 
about it,” she says.

They’ve offered up the experience to anyone 

interested and have had a good number of  
participants recently. The hunts usually start at 11 
am  and riders go out from the Montana Horses ranch 
headquarters in Clarkston. No dress code is required, 
but English saddles and riding attire is not out of  the 
ordinary. Many participants choose to ride Western 
saddles and wear clothing indicative of  the weather. 
There is no cost for the hunt itself  that typically 
chases coyotes in lieu of  fox. If  you don’t have a 
horse, you can contact Montana Horses about leasing 
options for the day. 

Additionally, all levels of  riders are welcome 
with hunt fields broken into two categories; more 
experienced riders that can keep up with the hounds 
and a second group for beginners, green or out of  
shape horses, and kids. 

Generally, hunts last from two to three hours and 

then the group joins back at the ranch for a “hunt 
breakfast” made up of  potluck dishes contributed by 
participants. 

“We have fallen in love with these great hounds, adore 
our horses, have made fantastic friends, and have 
been able to enjoy absolutely gorgeous country,” says 
Renee.

The Red Rock Hounds Club will be returning to 
Montana Horses April 4th, 5th & 6th, 2014 and the 
club invite people to join them on their hunt.

Follow Montana Horses on facebook for hunt dates 
and more information. To learn more about the sport 
of  fox hunting in the United States, visit www.mfha.
org. 
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a group of  fox hunters heads out from the mantle Ranch recently behind Renee mantle and four trained hounds. the mantles invite 
anyone to join them in this exciting sporting event.
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24 Hour Emergency Service 
Heating, Air Conditioning, Furnaces, Installation, 

Retrofits, Ventilation, Gas Fireplaces & more!

Customized Gifts
Towels ~ Jackets ~ Shirts Teamwear 

Ranch Gear ~ Corporate Attire 
 Caps ~ Monogramming

285-6500

www.BunkhouseDesigns.net

David Ford  406-581-0233
genesisdrafting@gmail.com

Genesis Design and Drafting, LLC
 Custom home design and drafting
  New homes, renovations, additions

Planning to build or add on next year?  
I’m booked through January 2014; if you 
need plans, call to reserve a place in my 

schedule in February.
   Great beginnings for your new home!
        

AND TIRE SALES

Open 6 days a week!
M-F: 8am - 5:30pm • Sat: 8-12 & 1-5pm

218 Main Street • 285-3212

Ron Elliott 
162 Price Road

Three Forks, MT 59752 
406-285-6511 / Cell  406-580-7441

Web: landmanmontana.com
Email: relliott@mcn.net

REAL ESTATE Est. 1979

285-6621 
or 570-7391

Eight unit sizes • Locked, electric gated facility  
Outdoor storage: car, boat & RV, etc.  

Reasonable rates! Call for size - quote.

Sky View Storage
At 51 Jefferson St. N 

Behind Manhattan Bank-Three Forks

by Art Kehler

Many years ago, I operated a meat cutting shop 
in Harrison, Montana.  During hunting season, 
I routinely arose at 6 am and cut game until 
midnight.  Young and full of  vinegar, I actually 
enjoyed the work.  Some memorable wild game 
processing events occurred during that time.

Most notable was an incident involving five 
hunters from a mid-western state.  As was often 
the case, those particular “hunters” were in 
Montana more to party than to hunt.  As they 
gleefully recounted their story, one day after a 
morning of  merrymaking, the lads decided to go 
for an afternoon hunt (aka--drive around on dirt 
roads with guns).  Nearly exhausted by the effort, 
the eagle-eyed fellows finally spied a mule deer 
buck standing on top of  a ridge, just as the sun 
was going down. 

Like an elite SWAT team, the five men erupted 
from their jeep and instantly began blazing away.  
The ensuing barrage nearly caused an evacuation 
of  nearby Pony.  Though wounded, the animal 
managed to cross over the ridge and descend the 
far side before expiring.  By the time the wily 
trackers jockeyed their jeep to the ridge top, the 

sun had set.  Then, while searching for the buck 
through the tall sagebrush---they ran over it with 
the jeep!  

Bursting with pride, the lads dressed out their 
trophy and forthrightly hauled it to my shop.  
While peeling off  its hide, in addition to the 
unsightly tire marks, I counted nine bullet entry 
holes (most of  which were in non-vital regions).  
The wretched creature had been shot from every 
direction except overhead.  It was the only deer I 
ever hung from hooks that rattled when shook.

Midmorning the next day, the marksmen strode 
into the shop with broad smiles and breath 
that could pickle a roll of  salami with a single 
exhalation.  They proceeded to instruct me on 
precisely how to process their critter.  Choice 
steaks were to be 3/4-inch thick.  Roasts were to 
be a certain weight etc, etc.  With saintly restraint, 
I listened until they’d finished before blurting out, 
“That deer looks like it suffered a direct hit from 
an 81 mm mortar. You’ll be lucky to get 10 pounds 
of  hamburger from the mutilated beast!”  The 
hurt look on their faces still bothers me. 

Another memorable event took place when 
a young man came to the shop with the first 
moose he’d ever shot.  While inspecting the 
animal, I noticed the bull was so old his beard 
was gray.  Having cut such specimens previously, 
I mentioned that the meat might be a just tad 
chewy and a trifle dry.  So thrilled was he at his 
accomplishment that the greenhorn failed to pay 

attention. 

Nonetheless, I earnestly tried to tenderize the 
meat.  I ran the boned-out steaks through an 
electric cuber/tenderizer. Next, I pounded them 
with a wooden mallet until my hands went numb.  
Still, the steaks retained the texture of  weathered 
moccasins. 

Directly after sampling a steak, the disenchanted 
moose-flesh connoisseur returned to the shop.  
Aghast, he recounted how, after twenty minutes 
of  strenuous chewing, not only did he sprain his 
jaw, but the chunk of  steak he was endeavoring 
to devour grew to twice its original size.  Plus, 
the meat was so dry that, in order to restore his 
shriveled tongue, the young man had to message it 
with Bag Balm---repeatedly.  Some folks just don’t 
listen.

Alas, such are the fond memories of  a retired, 
wild-game meat cutter.  I must admit, I enjoy 
reliving them in my mind.  Like fine wine, 
they only get better with time.               
                      

Art lives in Harrison, Montana.  His essays, stories 
and poems, have been published in regional newspapers, 
literary magazines and on-line magazines.          

Wild Game meat 
Cutting memories
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