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News Room

MAIN STREET OFFICE IS MOVING

After being shuttered for a decade, the building at 209 S. Main 
Street will soon have an open sign in the window again. The 
building was formerly the home of  McCreanor’s Food Farm 
owned and operated by Mike and Juanita McCreanor. This 
summer a deal was reached between the McCreanors and Jon 
and Christina Kamps for purchase of  the large space.

Christina Kamps is the owner of  Main Street Office which 
has operated on the same block for the last twenty years. The 
Kamps’ renovation plans include a retail space for Main Street 
Office as well as developing commercial office suites within the 
building.

The Kamps’ say that progress on the rennovation has been 
steady and anticipate an occupancy in the next four to six 
weeks.

CHAMBER HOLDS YOUTH PHOTO 
CONTEST FOR COMMUNITY 
CALENDAR 

The Chamber will hold a youth photo contest for photo used 
for on the 2016 Community Calendar. The contest is open 
to any middle school or high school student. The deadline 
for entries is Monday, October 12 at 5:00 p.m. The picture 
needs to pertain to the Three Forks area. Please submit a 
5x7” 300 dpi photo saved in jpeg format to the Chamber at 
tfchamber@gmail.com or mail a disk to Three Forks Chamber 
of  Commerce, P.O. Box 1103, Three Forks, MT 59752. The 
photo contest winner will win $50 in FUN MONEY that can 
be spent at a Three Forks Chamber business and a calendar 
with their winning photo on it.      
    

WILLOW CREEK FIREMAN’S 
BREAKFAST
      
The Willow Creek Fireman’s Breakfast will be held on Sunday, 
October 11th from 7 to 11 am. Pancakes, French Toast, 
Sausage, Ham, Eggs, Juice and Coffee will be served at the 
Willow Creek Firehouse. Cost for the breakfast is: Adults $5, 
children ages 6 to 12 $2.50 and children 5 and under are free! 
Door Prizes will be awarded as well.

GRACE LUTHERAN FREE 
CHILDREN’S CLOTHING SWAP
      
The Grace Lutheran Church will be holding their FREE 
Children’s Clothing Swap Friday, October 23rd from 2:30 to 
6:00 pm and Saturday, October 24th from 9am to 1pm.
Clothing is FREE for children up to eighteen years of  age. 

Donations are being accepted now. Drop off  items during 
preschool hours (Mondays and Wednesdays from 8 am to 3 
pm) or leave them outside the pre-school door at any time. No 
donation is necessary in order to shop the swap.
      

HARVEST DINNER
      
The Holy Family Catholic Parish will hold their Annual 
Harvest Dinner on Sunday, November 1st from noon to four 
p.m. The cost for the dinner is $28 for families (immediate 
family only), Adults $8, Children 6-12 $5 and Children 5 and 
Under are Free. A drawing will be held for a Harvest Basket 
and a Handmade Quilt.

SEILER’S HARDWARE TO CHANGE 
HANDS THIS MONTH

Ryan and Brooke Pestel and Christopher and Hilary 
Stephenson will take over operations of  Seiler’s Hardware 
from it’s founder, Richard Seiler, on October 1. Ryan and Chris 
will share management duties at the hardware store and have 
both worked shifts at the store learning the business in the 
weeks leading up to the transition. Sisters Brooke and Hilary 
are each accountants with their family’s accounting firm, 
Hamilton and Co., so will have less of  a presence in-store.

Ryan also plans to continue his drywall business, explaining 
that Chris has worked with him in that capacity as well and 
that they will alternate days in which they either work in the 
store or out in the field.

As far as changes go, Brooke says don’t expect to see much. 
“We’re not changing the hours, the name or the employees. 
What Richard has done worked. We’re just happy to be a part 
of  the community. 

   

KIWANIS FOOD BANK GOLF 
FUNDRAISER
 
Join the Headwaters Kiwanis in supporting the Food Bank on 
Saturday, October 10th. The 6th Annual “Not So Early Bird” 
Golf  Scramble starts off  with check-in at 9:30 am and a start 
time of  10 am at the Headwaters Public Golf  Course.
      
The cost is $25 with the donation of  a minimum 12 pound 
frozen turkey, or $40 without a turkey. The format will be a 
four-person scramble. As all proceeds after cart and greens 
fees will go toward the Food Bank, no meal will be served. 
Town Pump Food Stores will be matching all dollars raised for 
this event. To register your team, e-mail headwaterskiwanis@ 
gmail.com. You can also call the clubhouse at 285-3700.
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Area Campaign 
Seeks to Improve 
Hunter Ethics

by Matt Wemple

Montana has a long and proud legacy of  wildlife 
conservation of  which hunting has played a key 
part. Near the turn of  the 20th century wildlife 
populations nationwide were at all time lows and 
Montana was no exception. Despite its lingering 
elements of  the Wild West in the early 1900s, 
Montana was one of  the first states in the country to 
recognize that unfettered killing of  wild game was 
unsustainable. The first voices to step up in defense 
of  the state’s wildlife were hunters. Hunters were 
strongly in favor of  establishing limits and seasons 
for the first time. Along with this came a renewed 
sense of  respect for wildlife resources along with an 
emerging ‘sportsman’s code’ grounded in the ethic of  
fair chase. 

The notion of  hunter ethics in the United States was 
a fledgling idea at the time. The term ‘sportsman’ had 
yet to enter the mainstream. Much of  this was due to 
the fact that the idea of  a ‘sporting hunt’ emanated 
from the Old World, especially Great Britain. In the 
19th century most Americans were keen to leave any 
‘king’s notion’ about hunting behind. Part and parcel 
of  European hunting back then and today is that it 
not only adhered to a strict code of  behavior but the 
wildlife was all privately owned and off  limits to the 
‘common folk’. 

 As with many aspects of  America’s developing 
culture, it tended to reject all things British. For 
many, hunting was the ultimate act of  freedom 
as well as survival. America’s hunting culture is 
unique in that wildlife is managed for the public’s 
benefit, not just a wealthy or powerful few. This 
is very unique the world over. All too quickly 
however, seizing on what appeared to be a limitless 
bounty, hunting became a large scale commercial 
endeavor as America’s population increased and 
moved west. In the span of  a century, wild game 
numbers were decimated to alarmingly low levels, 
not because of  the individual hunter but rather 
large scale commercial hunting. Sadly, species such 
as the passenger pigeon paid the ultimate price —
extinction. Bison and grizzly narrowly escaped. 
Intervention came in the nick of  time at the hands of  
—yes—hunters. 

At the turn of  the 
century in the face 
of  dwindling game 
populations a small 
but enlightened 
group of  sportsmen 
could see that 
the once-thought 
limitless bounty of  
wild game in the 
country was being 
exhausted and that 
without action would 
soon disappear. These 
same sportsmen, men 
the likes of  Theodore 
Roosevelt, George 
Bird Grinnell, and 
William T. Hornaday, 
saw that along 
with promoting 
conservation of  
wildlife, a sense of  fair chase in the hunter’s methods 
was essential. Perhaps the earliest establishment in 
America of  an ‘ethical hunting code’ came about 
with the founding of  the Boone and Crockett Club. 
Most hunters think of  big game record keeping 
when they hear this name today but in the beginning 
and still today the guiding principles are focused on 
conserving wildlife and promoting ethical behavior 
afield.  

A century later that legacy is solidly intact. However, 
as with anytime in Montana’s history, hunting and 
wildlife management are not without challenges. For 
the most part things are pretty good. Elk populations 
are at all time highs outside of  wolf  recovery zones 
and the variety of  opportunities available to hunters 
is unparalleled in the lower 48. A hunter can go at it 
for all but one month of  the year (July) in which there 
isn’t a hunting season of  some sort. Yes, Montana 
has it pretty good. One of  the guiding tenets of  
Montana’s hunting culture has always been fair chase. 
This is reflected in Montana’s hunting regulations, 
hunter education programs, and active sportsman’s 
groups such as the Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation 
which was founded in the Treasure State. Montana 
hunting has strong roots in the hunter-driven 
conservation movement of  the early 20th Century. 

While hunting in Montana has a lot going for it 
there is a small segment of  the hunting community 
that doesn’t do much to help hunters in the public 
relations department. This is concerning for a couple 
of  reasons. As numbers of  hunters have increased in 
southwest Montana, so have a number of  incidents 

involving questionable behavior afield not to mention 
breaking the law. When a hunter breaks the law 
there’s a clear cut way to deal with it-the game 
warden. In most people’s view the law is the law and 
breaking it is plain wrong. 

Ethics can be a much different matter however. While 
hunting ethics are generally accepted among many, 
what passes for ethical behavior can vary widely. 
What in hunting could be legal but not ethical? Well 
quite a few things it turns out. Oftentimes it is these 
ethical issues which cause more problems for hunters 
and hunting than the game law violators. A hunter 
who poaches a trophy bull elk in the back country 
hauling out only the head may get caught by the 
game warden but in terms of  publicity it may hardly 
be a blip on the radar screen. However a group of  
hunters firing into a herd of  elk irresponsibly where 
numerous wounded animals run off  unrecovered near 
a populated area can quickly paint all hunters with a 
broad negative brush. The latter may likely break no 
laws but it’s a far cry from doing the right thing. 

It’s often been said that ethics is a complex subject. 
Uncomfortable might be a better term because it 
really isn’t difficult. One word can frame most ethical 
issues. Respect. (or lack thereof). For instance, being 
respectful of  the game we harvest. Hunters oblige to 
kill their quarry as quickly, cleanly, and humanely as 
possible. One would be hard pressed to find a hunter 
who disagrees with this. Getting all edible meat out 
of  the field respects the animal. Passing on a shot if  
things just aren’t right. Should a hunter notch their 

A small segment of  the hunting community does little to help hunters in the public relations department. 
A campaign called Hunt Right launches this fall to help promote hunting ethics.

Continued on page 12
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THE ARCHIVIST’S LOGBOOK

Sounds Historic
By Patrick Finnegan
Photos Courtesy of Headwaters Heritage Museum

Greek philosopher Heraclitus is famous for 
his quote “The only thing that is constant is 
change.” And the rate of  change increases as time 
passes. One could measure the rate of  change by 
looking at how often a new device replaces an old 
device. Think about the various devices you have 
owned that played musical recordings. Moving 
backwards in time, you could have owned an iPod 
or smartphone, a Walkman CD player, a cassette 
player, an 8-track tape player, a turn-table, an 
electric phonograph, a Victrola phonograph, a 
graphophone, or Thomas A. Edison’s original 1878 
tin-foil cylinder phonograph.

The Headwaters Heritage Museum is lucky enough 
to possess a Universal brand acoustic phonograph 
manufactured by the New England Factories 
Company of  Cedar Rapids, Iowa, circa 1920s. When 
asked, museum attendants play the phonograph to 
the amusement and delight of  kids and adults. 

I’m a bit of  a “how-does-it-work?” nerd, so... As the 
phonograph is fully mechanical (not plugged in), 
a crank is turned to wind up a spring. The spring 
turns the record platter. The needle vibrates in the 
grooves of  the record on the platter and the small 
vibrations (sound) travel down a tube, which get 
amplified by a diaphragm and a built-in flared box, 
which acts like a megaphone. The music that issues 
forth has no volume control, but is quite loud.

The phonograph is in the museum due to the 
generosity of  Renna Gordon, wife of  Robert John 
Gordon. Robert’s parents were Joseph and Canice 
Catherine (Lacey) Gordon. Joseph was a conductor 
for the Chicago Milwaukee and St. Paul Railway and 
based in Three Forks for many years. Robert John 
Gordon was born in Three Forks on February 4, 
1917, youngest of  three boys. The family purchased 
the Universal phonograph in 1923 and it passed 
down to Robert John. 

Robert John or “Bob” was a track star and played 
basketball before graduating from Three Forks 
in 1936. He went on to MSU a while, and was 
inducted into the army in 1946. He served in the 
Eighth Army, 24th Division, which occupied Japan’s 
Kyushu Island after WW II.

Bob & Renna Gordon’s Universal Phonograph purchased in 1923, on 
display at Headwaters Heritage Museum.

AUTO BODY REPAIR AND PAINT SHOP

We are located 1 block from the 
Three Forks Market on 101 West Milwaukee Street. 

We do work for all major insurance companies.
Remember, it’s your choice where you have 

 your vehicle repaired.

THREE FORKS, MONTANA

Serving Three Forks since 2002
with 35 Years of experience. 

We are a full service 
Auto Body Repair & Paint Shop 
that can repair all makes and models of  

cars, trucks & RV’s 
as well as offer glass replacement services. 

Stop in for a free estimate today.

Call 285-3266
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Bob died in Gallatin County in 1999. In 2008, his wife 
donated over 85 items to the Headwaters Heritage 
Museum. The phonograph was the first item listed, 
but there are clippings and a scrapbook about Bob’s 
service, his 8th grade and high school diploma, many 
track meet ribbons, and several different styles of  
dishware from Japan, England and Europe. 

While the museum season ends on September, 30, 
don’t be shy about asking for private tours during the 
off-season. There is always something old to see! 

An additional bit of  trivia; also in the Gordon 
acquisition were two phonograph records, one of  
which has a Montana connection. Currently on the 
phonograph platter is the song “Princess Poo-Poo-Ly” 
played by Harry Owens and his Royal Hawaiians. 

Harry Owens was a composer, bandleader and 
songwriter born 1902 in Nebraska. According to 
his bio, he learned to play the cornet in a small band 
on an Indian reservation in Montana. Harry’s big 
break came in 1934 when he was appointed the music 
director of  the Royal Hawaiian Hotel in Waikiki. That 
same year his daughter Leilani was born. Under the 
influence of  the two events Owens wrote the song 

“Sweet Leilani,” which went on to win the 1937 Oscar 
for Best Song, from the Bing Crosby film “Waikiki 
Wedding.”  If  you do an internet search of  “Sweet 
Leilani Song,” you will find an excerpt of  the film on 
YouTube. Bing’s version is great, but two others make 
my favorites list too; Nancy Sharpe (with Elvis in the 
background) and Cliff  Edwards (the voice of  Jiminy 
Crickett). Now those are sounds that invoke some 
memories.

Above: Souvenir photo booklet from the Club Blue Lei in Waikiki. 
Right: A souvenir from Bob’s time in Hawaii.

Bob’s service, insignia, 
patches and pins.

20 WHEATLAND ROAD • THREE FORKS • 285-3828  
24 HOUR LIGHT TO HEAVY DUTY TOWING & RECOVERY

PROFESSIONAL • EXPERIENCED

Servicing All Makes & Models Locally for More than 19 Years

DIESEL & AUTO REPAIR

• Computerized Diagnostics 
• Alignments

• Tune-Ups
• Exhaust Systems 

• Brakes 
• Engine Repair / Replace

• Transmissions
• Clutches

• Air Conditioning

You’re Never Too Young
TO MAKE THE MOST OF OPPORTUNITY

Let us help with your business banking needs.

Belgrade
388-5025

Manhattan
284-3100

WWW.STOCKMANBANK.COM
© 2015 Stockman Bank   |  Member FDIC
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FALL RUMMAGE SALE   
   
The United Methodist Church will be holding their 
annual Fall Rummage Sale starting Thursday, October 
1st from 2 pm to 7 pm and Friday, October 2nd from 9 
am to 3 pm at the church annex. On Saturday, the sale 
will run from 9 am to 1 pm with a $1/bag sale as well 
as a Bake Sale and Farmer’s Market. Lunch, pie and 
coffee will also be available on Saturday.
      

BENEFIT POKER WALK TO 
HELP THREE FORKS MAN 
WITH BRAIN INJURY

On July 28th George Taylor fell and hit his head, 
resulting in bleeding on the brain. He was flown to 
Billings and was in a medically-induced coma for three 
days, he was then hospitalized for eight days and had 
rehab for two weeks. Since then he has undergone 
physical and occupational therapy, but is still unable to 
return to work. They Taylor’s have medical insurance, 
but with a high deductible and a plan that renewed at 
the end of  July causing the deductible to start over, 
the family is under extreme financial stress.

Friends point out that George and his wife, Dede, 
have unselfishly given to those in need over the years. 

Gloria Howland is helping to organize the benefit and 
commented, “the Taylors are great people and always 
there to help with every benefit in Three Forks. Now 
it’s our turn to help them.”

The walking poker run will be held Saturday, October 
17 from 4 pm to 7 pm with auction items and food 
throughout town as well as a 50/50 drawing. Sign-ups 
and the first card draw will be at the Wolf ’s Den.
A medical benefit account has been set up at all four 
branches of  Manhattan Bank in George Taylor’s 
name. For more information or to volunteer or donate, 
contact Gloria at 570-9202.

THREE FORKS AMBULANCE 
HOSTING HAUNTED HOUSE

The Three Forks Ambulance barn will be transformed 
into a Haunted House again this Halloween, Saturday 
October 31st! 

Children under 10 are invited for age appropriate 
scares from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Children 11 and up 
and adults are welcome from 7:00pm to 9:30pm. 
Admission is $2 per person. Proceeds will be used for 
new decorations for next year’s haunted house! 

VIDEOS ON BIBLE PROPHESY 
TO SHOW AT CHRISTIAN 
CENTER

Every Thursday this month at 7 p.m., videos will 
be shown that depict events prophesied in the Bible 
regarding turmoil in the Middle East and the return 
of  Jesus Christ. The showings are free and open to 
anyone interested. For more information, contact 
Archie Huenergardt at 579-7658.

LIBRARY BOOK & BAKE SALE 

The Friends of  the Three Forks Library will be 
holding their seventh annual book and bake sale on 
Friday, October 9th from 5 to 7 pm and Saturday, 
October 10th from 10 am to 2 pm. Pie and coffee will 
be served during the sale in the library lobby. 

The proceeds from this sale will pay for a landscaping 
project on the west and south sides of  the building 
and also for the 2016 children’s programs. (Magic 
Show, Summer Reading etc.) Anyone interested in 
providing baked goods for the bake sale can contact 
Nancy at 285-3844. Book donations for the sale will 
be accepted at the library as well.
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Why pay 
Bozeman

travel charges?
K.O.R.

We're reliable,
experienced

and local.
K.O.R. Mechanical, Inc.

Tom Numrich - Manager

406-600-4094 • visit: kormechanical.com

Commercial / Residential 
24 Hour

Top 4 Year-Round 
Sensitive Skin Issues
(BPT) - Skin sensitivity has affected more than 70 

percent of  Americans at some point, according to a 

new survey by Nexcare Brand from 3M. While the 

problem affects people of  every age, more than 65 

percent of  parents surveyed say they’re particularly 

worried about the sensitivity of  their child’s skin. 

However, managing sensitive skin doesn’t have to be 

difficult.

Here are some simple tips and tricks to address four 

problem areas that can seriously irritate sensitive skin:

1. Sunburn

Sunburn isn’t good for anyone, which is why health 

care professionals recommend everyone wear 

sunscreen year-round whenever they spend time 

outdoors. From beaches to ski slopes, sun can be 

particularly damaging, but if  you or your child has 

sensitive skin you may worry that some creams 

and sprays could lead to irritation that will be as 

uncomfortable as a sunburn. Still, foregoing sunscreen 

shouldn’t be an option; the risk of  developing the 

most serious form of  skin cancer doubles with five 

or more sunburns, according to the Skin Cancer 

Foundation.

Talk to your dermatologist about which sunscreen is 

best for sensitive skin. Remember to look for options 

that provide broad UVA and UVB protection, with an 

SPF of  30 or greater.

2. Bandage irritations 

Scrapes, bumps, scratches and bruises are often a 

by-product of  outdoor fun year-round. Most people 

can probably slap on a bandage and go about their 

business, but if  you have sensitive skin, the adhesives 

in many over-the-counter first aid products can 

cause skin irritation. Look for first aid products that 

are designed for sensitive skin, such as the Sensitive 

Skin collection by Nexcare Brand. These products 

are formulated to reliably stick to skin and are easy 

to remove. The product line includes first aid tape, 

adhesive pads and eye patches with hypoallergenic 

adhesive that adhere firmly yet remove cleanly and 

easily with minimal hair pulling.

3. Environmental irritants

Time outdoors means elevated exposure to a host of  

irritants, including chlorine and other pool chemicals, 

cleansers and even preservatives found on new 

clothing. Reduce the risk of  having a reaction to 

chlorine by having children shower immediately after 

leaving the pool. The longer the chlorine remains 

on their skin, the greater the risk of  a reaction. If  

irritation does occur, consult your dermatologist. He 

or she may prescribe a corticosteroid cream or an 

antihistamine to help manage redness, itching and 

irritation.

And while you may be eager to show off  new attire 

before you’ve had a chance to wash it, always wash 

new clothing in an allergy-friendly laundry detergent 

before wearing. New clothing may be treated with 

preservative chemicals that can cause irritation.

4. Dryness

Dry skin can happen at any time of  the year. Winter’s 

dry air can strip moisture from the skin, and heat in 

warm-weather months can cause dehydration that 

leads to dry skin.

To fight dry skin at any time of  year, stay well-

hydrated. Drink water, avoid long, hot showers or 

baths that can strip oil from the skin. Choose beauty 

and healthcare products that are designed to be gentle 

on sensitive skin.

Nearly half  of  the respondents in the Nexcare Brand 

survey said that a skin problem had prompted them to 

avoid certain activities, such as using a specific beauty 

product, eating or drinking certain things, wearing 

their favorite clothes, using particular blankets and 

linens or using first aid supplies. Having sensitive skin 

is irritating enough; a few precautions can help ensure 

sensitive skin doesn’t have to derail outdoor fun at any 

time of  year.

The Nexcare Survey was conducted by Wakefield Research 

between May 1 and May 7, 2015.

A member of the franchise system BHHS Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.

BROKER
The real estate market is changing...

I can guide you.
406.539.1593

Gerald Hauser
Troy Hauser

Customized Gifts
Towels ~ Jackets ~ Shirts Teamwear 

Ranch Gear ~ Corporate Attire 
 Caps ~ Monogramming

285-6500

www.BunkhouseDesigns.net

285-6621 
or 570-7391

Eight unit sizes • Locked, electric gated facility  
Outdoor storage: car, boat & RV, etc.  

Reasonable rates! Call for size - quote.

Sky View Storage
At 51 Jefferson St. N 

Behind Manhattan Bank-Three Forks
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Preserving of  a 
Different Sort
by Dorothy Meyer

Caring for a garden is hard work - there is no doubt 
about it. The process of  knowing what to plant and 
when is taxing enough on your mind, but then the 
backbreaking work of  preparing the soil, seeding and 
transplanting, endless weeding, continual watering 
and then harvesting it all happens while trying to find 
the time during today’s busy schedule. Back when the 
Farmer’s Almanac lay next to the Bible as the go-to 
books, folks had to have a garden in order to survive. 
These days, we have the easy option of  a speedy 
checkout to have avocados any day of  the week! Times 
were tougher back then. People were tougher back 
then, and gardening was tougher, too. Why do we do 
it? Why do we put ourselves through the turmoil of  
body aches, Mother Nature’s wrath and Jack Frost’s 
sick sense of  humor? I’ve thought long and hard 
about this during those endless weeding and hypnotic 
watering sessions and came to the conclusion that the 
reason why we garden is to feel alive.

Gardening can be therapeutic for the soul, especially 
at harvest time. You feel energized and on top of  the 
world because you helped create such a bounty of  
food! You look joyously at the bunches of  carrots, 
heaps of  radishes, the bevy of  beets and for a minute 
you falter as your gaze falls upon the green tomatoes 
and piles upon piles of  zucchini, but even they cannot 
stop the rush of  feeling as you move on to smile at 
your sweet, succulent corn. You grew corn! After all 
the excitement over every surface in your kitchen and 

garage being covered with 
veggies due to your green 
thumb, reality starts to set in. 
Maybe even a little panic? At 
this point my phone begins 
to ring with gardeners asking 
me if  I need any of  those 
tomatoes, zucchini or pickling 
cucumbers. I find bulging 
plastic bags full of  tomatoes 
or overgrown zucchini sitting 
on my doorstep. Sometimes, 
gardeners can be a brazen 
bunch. I’ve come home to 
find my own kitchen surfaces 
covered as if  a little Garden 
Gnome left gifts instead of  a 
grown woman doing a little 
covert breaking and entering. 
Most gardeners are givers 
and want to spread their joy 
- none as much as my friend, 
Pixie Elmose. After 30 years of  spending time on the 
greens as to growing them, she made the decision to 
start gardening again. And, garden she did! Pixie’s 
gardening experience this year was a tremendous 
success - almost unbelievable.

Up on the Bench, in the middle of  a field of  native 
grass, with the wind whipping and the sun beating 
down, she plotted. Pixie isn’t afraid to ask questions 
when she needs an answer. She’ll pick up the phone, 
send out a plea on Facebook, or literally track you 
down in some other town if  she wants to know 
something. I’m sure her copy of  the Farmer’s 
Almanac is as dog-eared as she looks after a day spent 

gardening on the Bench. It’s 
definitely not for the faint of  
heart. Her persistence paid 
off  and with a little help from 
her friends and from perusing 
Pinterest, her plan came 
together. After choosing her 
perfect spot, she fenced in a 20’ 
x 30’ garden plot, and got to 
work. She was blessed with 8 
feet of  topsoil so even she will 
have to admit that the soil prep 
was an easy task. Not content 
with just any garden, Pixie had 
to make it lovely to look at, too. 
Up on the Bench your eyes are 
always searching for something, 
anything, to fall on, so her 
garden needed to be a focal 
point. An old door frames the 
view and beckons you to come 
inside. She knew her tender 

seedlings would need a wind break and searched 
Pinterest for ideas. She ended up cutting Willow 
branches and painstakingly weaving them through 
the wire fencing on the west side, and used pallets to 
protect from the south. The finished product looks 
incredible and will for years to come. Not content with 
any old scarecrow, Pixie crafted one from odds and 
ends and dressed it up in denim shirt and prairie skirt, 
leather gloves and cowboy hat - a scarecrow that looks 
more like the reigning Queen of  the Bench Rodeo, 
with welcoming wave to prove it. Thick branches 
became sturdy teepees for pole beans, tomato houses 
were built by her husband Jim, 6 mil black plastic was 
laid down to warm the earth and keep out the weeds, 

Your locally owned Pharmacy

Accepting Most Insurance 
including Medicare, Medicaid, and Work Comp

• Prescription Compounding 
• Free mail out service for prescription medications

• Specialty packaging • Knowledgeable, friendly staff
• Variety of healthcare, beauty items, gifts, cards, 

candies, toys & more!

117 N. Main Street 
Unit A, Three Forks

285-3883

6th Annual Fundraiser for
Headwaters Area Food Bank

Saturday, October 10, 2015
Headwaters Public Golf Course

Three Forks, Montana
9 Holes • Check-In: 9:30 am • Shotgun Start: 10:00 am

4-Person Teams / Scramble Format
$25 + a frozen turkey (12lb min) or $40 (without a turkey) per person.

SPONSORED BY HEADWATERS KIWANIS
e-mail headwaterskiwanis@gmail.com

or call the clubhouse at 285-3700.

All proceeds (after greens & cart fees) will be donated to
the Headwaters Area Food Bank. Funds Matched by Town Pump. 

5 North Ma in St reet   |   Three Fork s, MT 
 4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5   |  w w w.sacajawea hotel .com

SUNDAY  BRUNCH 
OCTOBER 11TH

$2995

UPCOMING BRUNCH DATES:  
November 15, December 20 & 27
Sundays 9 am - 1 pm.  
Reservations recommended. 

$29.95 Adult
$19.95 Hotel Guests
$14.95 Kids 5-12
FREE Kids 4 & under
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and empty wine bottles were repurposed into giant 
mushrooms and wind chimes for added whimsy. As if  
the Queen wasn’t enough.

Pixie’s plan and yield will be listed below - in her own 
words, which is fitting since she did all the tilling 
and toiling. I will have to say that while she may have 
done all the work, her garden was shared with me in 
spirit along with the edible gifts from it. I feel as if  I 
own a small part of  it, having put pieces of  my heart 
into it, fertilizing it with positive thoughts from here. 
Pixie needed that garden to lift her own spirits and 
give her something tangible to pour her body, heart 
and soul into. Every part of  her garden tells a story 
of  survival. A story that is still struggling today, but 
one with lessons to learn and live by. If  you ask her, 
she may share it with you. She may even share a jar 
of  pickles. She made enough to feed an army! This 
was supposed to be an article on preserving the fruits 
of  your gardening labor, but time has gotten away 
from me. I’ll follow up next month’s with the how-
to’s. This month was still about preserving, just of  a 
different sort. A preservation of  the mind and spirit. 
Sometimes, in order to feel alive, we need to breathe 
life into something ... anything. Especially if  it’s up 
on the Bench. Alfred Austin penned the phrase, “To 
nurture a garden is to feed not just on the body, but 
the soul.” I’m figuring Alfred’s copy of  the Farmer’s 
Almanac looked much like Pixie’s.

Pixie’s garden info sheet
By Pixie Elmose ;)

Blessed with 8 feet of topsoil
20x30 foot plot
6 mil black plastic
Sturdy fence, south side protected by pallets, west side woven with 
willows for protection from wind and heat
Yields:
Corn: 60 plants yielded 100 ears of corn
Pole beans: 3 tripods, 3 plants per pole = 27 plants/ yielded 15 quarts 
of beans and 5 quarts dilly beans
Beets: 2-10’ rows yielded 14 pints pickled beets
Pickling cucumbers: 8 plants yielded 40 quarts dill pickles and 5 
quarts of bread and butters
Zucchini: 3 plants yielded 30 zucchini
Spaghetti squash: 3 plants yielded 26 nice size squash
Lettuce: Fisher mix yielded 5 cuttings
Spinach: Fisher seed yielded 5 cuttings
Onion sets: 60 yellow onions
Hubbard Squash: Jo’s seeds included Gramp Fred’s Hubbard—big 
green; Cousin Leonard seed-big yellow. Jim Kent’s seed, also big 
green oblong. All three plants yielded 3 large hubbard per plant.

Tomatoes: 8 plants (heirloom) planted south side of the house in 
Jim’s boxes. Yielded 100 lbs of big juicy tomatoes or 10 quarts of 
salsa, 8 quarts canned tomatoes, 8 quarts frozen tomatoes, and 
10 pints sun dried tomatoes done in the dehydrator. Sundried takes 
about 8 large tomatoes per quart. In the tomato boxes I also planted 
companion plants, basil, rosemary, mint.
Rutabaga: 2- 10’ rows yielded about 30 lbs of 3 to 4” roots
Parsnips: I haven’t dug yet. Also grew very large Orb spiders and 
several large toads!
I used Fisher Seeds from Belgrade, and followed the Farmer’s 
Almanac for planting (this is very important) and only fertilized 2 
times this summer with Miracle Grow hose pack. Planting plants 
together that like each other helped too. My first garden in 30 plus 
years. Good therapy for a tough time. Loving your garden and never 
letting it get dry helped too. 5 Colorado Spruce planted, 5 golden 
willows from the old golden willow tree from Jim and Jo’s place 
and several Russian Olives all look like they are going to make it. 
Underground sprinklers are just installed, drip system for the trees 
and dear friends’ perennials around for looks. Only one rattle-snake, 
looks like we are finally getting them under control, a project Luke 
and my Mom started 5 years ago. So far we’ve harvested about 
between 450 to 500 since 2006. Phew, no wonder I’m tired!

Call us for in-town service calls and lock outs!

104 N. Main • Three Forks
(next to Stageline Pizza)

285-9911

Your 

locally-owned 

full-service

auto repair 

shop!

Hankook Kumho & Michelin Tires
 Lund Bumpers & Brushguards 
We repair all Makes & Models!

Like us on

213 MAIN STREET | THREE FORKS, MT
406-285-9876

Come watch all your favorite 
NFL teams every Sunday & check out 

all our game day specials!

Save the date for our Halloween Party on
Saturday, October 31st
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A Century and A Decade
Photos and Story by Trisha Jones

In 1905 local ranchers and businessmen in Manhattan, Montana were 
tired of  working with big banks thousands of  miles away. So, like many 
small communities in the West, they founded their own, allowing them to 
work with people they knew who also understood the everyday struggles 
of  business in Montana. 

This month on October 5th, that small community bank which opened as 
Manhattan State Bank will celebrate their 110th Anniversary. Manhattan 
Bank (as it’s known today) has been a consistent and constant presence in 
the area for all of  these years. In 1916, Manhattan State Bank was housed 
on Main Street in what is today the museum building. In 1970, they 
moved to their current Manhattan location on Broadway.

In 1998, Manhattan Bank expanded and opened their branch in Churchill. 
After the grain elevator closed down in Manhattan, many farmers didn’t 
have a reason to travel into town. They had to take different routes and 
the bank wanted to continue to serve those customers and make it more 
convenient for them. 

Three Forks residents make up a large number of  Manhattan Bank customers. For 
many years there wasn’t a bank in Three Forks and according to bank CEO Ken 
Fenno, “the bowling alley was big draw to Manhattan so Three Forks residents 
who came for the bowling alley found it convenient to be a customer of  Manhattan 
Bank.” In 2000, a branch was built in Three Forks to serve those customers. Finally, 
in 2008 the fourth Manhattan Bank branch was opened in Bozeman to make banking 
more convenient for those customers who work there. 

Both the bank and their employees are very vested in the communities they serve. 
Manhattan and Churchill host community days every year with a free customer 
appreciation. The Three Forks branch focuses on providing entertainment and an 

open house during the town’s Christmas Stroll each year. Donations from the bank 
helped the Manhattan school purchase a baby grand piano and build a new music 
room. Scholarships are provided each year to High School Seniors at Manhattan, 
Three Forks, Willow Creek and Manhattan Christian schools. Many employees are 
involved in volunteer organizations in each community. 
Not only has the bank been a part of  the community for so many years, but it has 
also been a part generations of  more than one family. Current CEO, Ken Fenno, has 
been with the bank for forty years. His father Warren was involved for sixty. As a 
young man, Fenno had no aspirations of  following in his father’s footsteps working 
at the bank. But as a college student at Montana State University, he got a part time 
job at a Bozeman bank and found he had a change of  heart. In 1975, Fenno came to 

Pictures hung in the main branch of  Manhattan Bank pay tribute to the company’s past. Here, the original bank 
building stands at the corner of  Main Street and Broadway.

Always accepting new patients. We f le all insurance.

Treat yourself 
with a 

beautiful smile!

Three Forks Family Dentistry
(406) 285-5234

www.ThreeForksDental.com

Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!

JRTonjum@gmail.com
406.580.9926
Jennifer Royston Tonjum

BozemanMontanaRealEstate.net
JRTonjum@gmail.com
406.580.9926
Jennifer Royston Tonjum

BozemanMontanaRealEstate.net

MLS #208280Three Forks, MT  59752510 1st Avenue West MLS #208280Three Forks, MT  59752510 1st Avenue West
(Existing Daycare Clientele, B&B, or Rental Property)
Potential IncomePotential Income

Two Homes on Double City Lot
(Existing Daycare Clientele, B&B, or Rental Property)
Potential Income
(Existing Daycare Clientele, B&B, or Rental Property)
Potential Income

*Manufactured home can be 
purchased and moved off lot.
*Manufactured home can be 
purchased and moved off lot.

Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!

510 1510 1510 1

Two Homes
Noon-3Noon-3Sun, Oct 4Sun, Oct 4Open House

Open House

Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!Don’t Miss This Unique Opportunity!

MLS #208280MLS #208280MLS #208280

City Lot
Noon-3Noon-3

Sun, Oct 4
Sun, Oct 4

Open House
Open House

Stop by Friday, October 30th 
from 3-5 pm for 

trick-or-treat bags! 
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work at Manhattan 
State Bank. As his 
own children grew, 
Ken and current 
bank President Bob 
DeWitt decided 
they wanted 
to “grow their 
own” and have 
family members 
throughout the 
bank. Today, Ken’s 
two son’s, Bob and 
Mark, are involved 
in the company. 

The original founders wanted to provide a local service to the community with 
stable employment, employees who know the customers and who do whatever it 
takes to help others. This philosophy is still the foundation of  Manhattan Bank’s 
mission today. With around forty employees at their four locations, it is a 
tribute to the work environment to say many of  them have been with the 
bank for more than twenty years and some more than thirty. “We offer 
generous benefits, including vacation,” explains Fenno. “We treat our 
employees with respect. We come to work with the attitude that we get to 
help people today.” 

Wilma Jones has been a cashier at the bank for thirty years. When asked what 
contributes to her longevity, she reiterates, “the people I work with and being 
able to serve customers who are my neighbors and party of  my community. 
I’ve always felt like the Board of  Directors have treated their employees as 
one of  their greatest assets; like a family.” 

Melinda Flikkema also refers to her co-workers as family. As the system 
administrator for the last eighteen years, Flikkema enjoys her job and says, 
“it’s a good atmosphere and it’s like working with family.” 

Fenno agrees that helping people and his community is his favorite part of  the job. 
“Because we are small, we know our customers. They feel comfortable coming to us 
when things are difficult and we are willing to help them.” 

The long-term goal of  Manhattan Bank is to continue to provide a high level of  
customer service and support. “We do not want to get big. We need to be big enough 
to be viable, but we don’t ever want to get big enough that we lose the personal 
touch,” says Fenno.
 
Banking isn’t like it used to be and online banking has changed things, but Fenno 
suggests. “People want the convenience of  technology but want to be able to call and 
talk to someone they know as well.”

The bank will be hosting an open house at each branch to celebrate 110 years of  
service during the week of  October 5th with refreshments and prize drawings.

CEO of  Manhattan Bank, Ken Fenno (far right) serves up a dish at the 
bank’s annual community barbecue recently.

Employees of  the bank’s Manhattan Branch. Manhattan Bank has a total of  four branches, one each in Three 
Forks, Manhattan, Churchill and Bozeman.

  
 

 
 

Dr. Michael Zacharisen  Board Certified Allergist/Immunologist

YOUR ALLERGIST in Southwestern Montana! Conveniently located
near the Ridge Athletic Club in Bozeman. Extended hours are

available on Tuesday evenings.
We are an independent practice dedicated to high quality, individualized & 

affordable allergy and asthma care for patients of all ages.

www.familyallergyasthmacare.com
4265 Fallon Street, Suite 3A, Bozeman

Phone: 406-451-7017 | Fax: 406-451-7020

 
162 Price Road

Three Forks, MT 59752 
Office 406-285-6511 / Cell 406-580-7441

landmanmontana.comREAL ESTATE

Est. 1979

CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO JON AND CHRISTINA KAMPS AND 
MAIN STREET OFFICE ON THE PURCHASE OF THE MCCREANOR BUILDING!

LAND WEST REAL ESTATE APPLAUDS YOUR CONFIDENCE AND INVESTMENT IN 
THE DOWNTOWN THREE FORKS BUSINESS COMMUNITY!

I was pleased to assist Jon and Christina 
Kamps and Mike and Juanita McCreanor 
in the purchase and sale of the building 
at 209 Main Street.

I look forward to the opening of the 
new home of Main Street Office and 
additional office and retail spaces this 
investment will generate for our Main 
Street and Business Community! 

“May you have many successful years in your new home for Main Street Office which continues to 
serve and be such an important part of the Three Forks Community.”

—Ron Elliott 
Land West Real Estate 

Land West Real Estate serving the Three Forks community since 1979. I continue to strive to be your “Hometown Realtor” for all your real 
estate needs. I offer full service brokerage services representing buyers and sellers in residential, land, commercial and investment property 
listing and sales. Call or email me for an appointment to visit about any aspects of your real estate needs in western Gallatin County, southern 
Broadwater County, eastern Jefferson County and northern Madison County.
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tag if  they don’t recover wounded game? There’s no 
law against continuing to hunt. But maybe removing 
oneself  from the game is the right thing to do. Doing 
the right thing isn’t always easy. 

All hunters want non-hunters to respect their 
freedom to hunt. It’s a two way street though. 
Hunters are in the minority as are anti-hunters. 
Both camps amount to maybe 20% of  the population 
combined. The remaining majority have no strong 
feelings for or against hunting. However it is they 
who get to decide whether hunting stays or goes. In 
this day of  selective outrage and knee jerk reactions, 
hunting’s future can rest on the shoulders of  one or a 
small number of  hunters who make a poor decision. 
For example, one often hears of  hunters who have 
a hard time getting access to private land. Many 
will cite changing landowner dynamics - those who 
just don’t like hunting. There is some truth to that. 
In many cases however it is due to the unethical 
behavior of  a select few. In some cases one person can 
be responsible for shutting off  access to hundreds. 
Whether it’s unsafe behavior, damage to property, 
reckless herd shooting, or just plain unsportsmanlike 
behavior it can close off  access opportunities to many. 

Many times the knee jerk reaction is a demand for 
legislation to solve the problem once and for all. You 
know the old saying, ‘There oughtta be a law…..’. 

Laws do get passed in response to irresponsible 
behavior and are probably needed. Lasting solutions 
that have an impact however usually come from 
educating rather than legislating. There can be a 
thousand laws against anything. It doesn’t stop 
everybody from doing whatever it is. Peer pressure 
can be extremely effective though. Deciding as 
hunters we believe that certain things are not okay 
whether the law says so or not is what ultimately 
changes minds. This comes from people walking the 
walk and establishing an expectation of  behavior. 
Realizing the ethics dynamic at the core of  many 
challenges hunters face, especially in southwest 
Montana, a Citizen Advisory Council sponsored by 
Montana Fish, Wildlife, and Parks comprised of  
hunters, outfitters, landowners, conservationists, and 
the general public have teamed up to promote hunter 
ethics afield this fall. The campaign is called ‘Hunt 
Right’. (huntrightmt.org)

The mission of  this citizen effort is simple: to 
improve hunter ethics by educating the public and 
reinforcing established codes of  hunter conduct. 
The hope is it will at least get a conversation going 
among hunters and the general public. It’s important 
to remember this effort is spearheaded by people 
who care deeply about the future of  hunting. Many 
in the effort are hunters themselves. There are also 
people involved who aren’t hunters but see hunting 

as a valuable aspect of  Montana’s culture and a key 
component of  wildlife conservation. Goals include 
improved conduct among hunters, non-hunters, 
and landowners, an increased value placed on 
ethical hunting by hunters and the general public, 
a reduction in ethics related issues regionally and 
statewide as well as collaboration between FWP, 
sportsmen’s groups, hunters, non-hunters, and 
landowners. 

Most hunters believe in and adhere to the ethical 
tenets of  hunting. It never hurts, however, for 
hunters to be reminded about how they should hunt 
as well as why. The golden opportunity in all of  
this is to promote all that is good about hunting, of  
which there is a lot. It’s an opportunity to remind 
hunters and non-hunters alike of  the conservation 
legacy hunters built. It’s an opportunity to show the 
general public that there is no room in the hunting 
ranks for unethical behavior of  any kind. This can 
only engender respect in folks who don’t hunt. When 
non-hunters see the sense of  passion, respect, and 
responsibility hunters have for wildlife seldom do 
they not find something good in that.

Matt Wemple is a local writer whose work has appeared 
in Bugle, Sports Afield, and various other outdoor 
publications. He is also a volunteer Hunter Education 
Instructor with Montana FWP. 

Continued from page 2

Heavy Duty Industrial Machining & Repair

Mark & Joan Oelke, owners

20 W. Cedar • PO Box 788 
Three Forks, MT 59752

(406) 285-0179
Tanya R. Gonzalez, CPA, P C

certified
public accountant

Specializing in small business

(406)220-2956  Tanya.Gonzalez@live.com

call today for your

FREE 30 minute
consultation!

RED?Seeing
concerns?Tax

Ron Elliott 
162 Price Road

Three Forks, MT 59752 
Office 406-285-6511 / Cell 406-580-7441

Web: landmanmontana.com
Email: relliott@mcn.net

REAL ESTATE Est. 1979

Visit me on the Web! 
www.landmanmontana.com

Haunted Station
at the New Ambulance Building on Halloween Night

(Corner of Hickory and Main)

Kiddie Haunted Station from 5 pm - 6:30 pm
The Haunted Station gets scarier after 7 pm.

Admission: $2

Hosted by the Three Forks Ambulance.
Proceeds go towards new decorations for next year.

AND TIRE SALES

Open 6 days a week!
M-F: 8am - 5:30pm • Sat: 8-12 & 1-5pm

218 Main Street • 285-3212

Rebekah’s Annual 
Halloween Carnival

Saturday, October 24th
7 - 8:30 pm

at the Rebekah Hall  
(Across from the Fire Department)

Halloween Carnival
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VB District Tournament @ Belgrade 

VB District Tournament @ Manhattan Christian

O TuesdayMonday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

B: Waffle Sticks
L: Spaghetti & Meatballs

JHFB vs Townsend 4:00 pm
JVFB vs Townsend 5:45 pm
JHVB @ Whitehall 4:00 pm

B: Biscuit, Sausage & Egg 
L: Grilled Chicken Breast

SC: Chicken Enchiladas
JHVB vs. Belgrade 4pm

VB vs. Whitehall 5:30 
@ Harrison

TF Fire Dept Business 
Meeting 7 pm

B: Biscuits & Gravy
L: Soft Shell Taco

SC: Asian Quinoa 
Meatballs

City Council Meeting 7 pm 
TF Fire Dept Training 7 pm

B: French Toast Stix
L: Corn Dogs

SC: Pork Chops

B: French Toast Stix
L: Chili

SC: Taco Salad

B: French Toast Stix 
L: Italian Dunkers  

SC: Roast Beef

FB vs. Jefferson 7 pm

VB vs. Ennis @ Harrison

B: Biscuits & Gravy 
L: Quesadilla

SC: Polish Sausage
VB @ Jefferson 4pm

VB vs. Twin Bridges @ 
Harrison

City Council Meeting 7 pm
TF Fire Dept Training 7 pm

B: Biscuit Sausage & Egg 
L: Bean & Cheese Burrito

SC: Beefy Biscuit Bake 

VB vs. Ennis 4pm
VB vs. Drummond 5:30

 

SC: Senior Citizens Lunch
TF SCHOOL
WC SCHOOL (Home VB 
games played at Harrison)
BOTH TF & WC

B: Waffle Sticks 
L: Hawaiian Haystacks

NO SCHOOL

SC: Turkey

NO SCHOOL

B: Bagels
L: K-5: Sloppy Joes

6-12:Pulled Pork Sandwich

VB vs. Gardiner @
Harrison 4 pm

Grace Lutheran Clothing 
Swap 2:30-6

B: Waffle Sticks
L: Chicken Alfredo

Kiwanis Meeting at 
Sacajawea Hotel 7pm

XC @ Townsend 10 am

JH VB @ Sheridan

George Taylor Benefit 
Poker Walk starting at the 

Wolf Den at 4 pm

Willow Creek Fireman’s 
Breakfast 7-11 pm

B: Muffins
L: Pizza

FB vs. Whitehall 7 pm

JHVB @ Sheridan
Library Book & Bake Sale 

5-7 pm

XC @ Helena 12:30 pm

JHVB Harrison Tourney

Library Book & Bake Sale 
10-2 pm

Kiwanis Golf Scramble 
10 am

B: Waffle Sticks
L: Oriental Chicken

COLUMBUS DAY
Kiwanis Meeting at 

Sacajawea Hotel 7pm
JH VB @ Manhattan 4pm
JH FB @ Whitehall 4 pm

JV FB @ Whitehall 5:45pm

B: Breakfast Burrito 
L: Chicken Fried Steak

SC: Fried Chicken

JHGBB vs. Man. Christian 
4pm

XC State Meet
@ Great Falls

VB vs. Whitehall 4pm
JH VB @ Twin Bridges 

VB vs. W. Yellowstone @ 
Harrison 5:30

Rebekah Halloween 
Carnival 7 - 8:30 pm

Grace Lutheran Clothing 
Swap 10-2

B: French Toast Stix 
L: Jo Cheeser

SC: Pork Roast

B: Breakfast Pizza 
L: Hot Dog

SC: Tuna Casserole
VB vs. Townsend 4pm

VB @ Twin Bridges

B: Bagels 
L: Hamburgers

 
FB at Townsend 7 pm

Methodist Church 
Rummage Sale

9-3 pm

B: Coffins 
L: It’s a Mystery ???

VB Manhattan Christian 
Tourney 9 am

JHVB Townsend Tourney 
9 am

XC @ Butte 12 pm

Methodist Church 
Rummage Sale

9-1 pm

B: Breakfast Pizza
L: Biscuits & Gravy

SC: Spaghetti
VB vs. Manhattan 4pm 

JHVB/VB vs. Man Chr @ 
Harrison 5:00

Methodist Church 
Rummage Sale

2-7 pm

B: Breakfast Burrito 
L: Just Like KFC

SC: Beef & Broccoli Stir 
Fry

GV Golf Board Mtg 6pm 
VB vs. Big Timber 4pm

JHVB/VB @ White 
Sulphur

HALLOWEEN

Haunted Ambulance
Station starting @ 5 pm

Capable Hands - Willing Heart

Mary Jane Crane
Massage Therapy Specialist

Swedish Deep Tissue
Relaxation/Stress Management

By appointment only: (406) 285-3738
PO Box 1001

Three Forks, MT 59752

Montana Mountain Massage

Rest
Relax

Restore
Recharge

Open Tues - Sun 4 - 9 pm
Closed Mondays

285-3698
Baby Back Ribs • Steaks • Pasta
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Sidewalk Talk

Malori Anderson

“Either Iron Lily or B.T. 

Anderson.”

Diane Phillips

“Serendipity.”

Charlie Christiansen
“My Little Miss Jodie.”

Photos by Trisha Jones
 This month, in honor of  Columbus Day, we asked the question:

   “IF YOU WERE THE CAPTAIN OF A SHIP, WHAT WOULD YOU NAME YOUR BOAT?”  

Brooke Leugers
“As Columbus had Spanish 
names, I too would have to 
honor the more illustrious 
history of  naval exploration. 
Bailarina de Mar, meaning 
Sea Dancer would be the 
name of  my ship as dancing is 
important to me.”

Chuck Wambeke

“The Explorer”

285-4866

New Hours:
Sun - Thurs 4 - 9:30 pm  

Fri & Sat 4 - 10 pm

Good luck hunters—hope you  
bag the big one!

If you don’t you can always order pizza.

Trick-or-Treat on Halloween
at Stageline.

AND Not a Real Estate Licensee • www.mickiesmobiles.com

285-6500

Real Estate Solutions for Real People

• We Buy Houses - CASH 
 • We STOP Foreclosures
  • We Repair Credit 
   • We Pay Referrals

WE BUY, SELL AND RENT HOMES

320 S. Main St. | 285-4002

www.ourbank.com

Insurance

FLOOD INSURANCE 
IS JUST WHAT WE DO.

Contact Gwynn Rochford

1/
4 

M
ile

Diesel & Car Repair
24-Hour Towing Service

Heavy Truck & Equipment 
Service & Rebuild

10769 Highway 287
Three Forks, Montana 59752

406-285-6913 MONTANA
I-90

EXIT 274Ron Imberi
1-800-200-6913

October 20
• Jurassic World
• Olympus, Season 1
• Mad Men, Final Season 

Part 2
• Home Fires Mini Series

October 27
• Pixels
•  Southpaw
• Max

October 2
• Avengers

October 6
• Insidious 3
• American Horror Story:  

Freakshow
• Duck Dynasty, Season 8
• Tut Ministries
• Vikings, Season 3

October 13
• San Andreas
• Tomorrowland
• 100, Season 2
• Bates Motel, Season 3
• The Following, Season 3

16 E. Cedar • Three Forks, MT • 285-4088

BUY • SELL • TRADE GAMES!

Three Forks Video
NEW RELEASES FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER
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Mon-Fri from 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (406) 599-8472

Go Wolves, Broncs, & Wildcats!

$1 off any Drink
With this ad. October 2015 Only

Pedaling Through 
Paradise
RECALLING THE PERILS AND 
JOYS OF MOUNTAIN BIKING  

By Art Kehler

About 35 years ago, I saw an advertisement for a 

mountain bike. Here was something I could use 

to get in shape while satisfying my yearning to be 

outdoors. So, that same day, I drove to Bozeman and 

purchased an 18-speed model.  

Back in Harrison, I used an allen wrench to adjust 

the height of  the handlebars and seat. In case 

more adjustments became necessary later, I put 

the wrench in my pocket. I then drove to nearby 

Johnston Road, unloaded my new toy and launched 

my mountain biking adventure. Soon, I was pedaling 

down the rough road, savoring the natural high that 

accompanies exercise. 

Then, as I bounced over a sizeable rock, the 

handlebars suddenly slammed down onto the 

bike’s frame! Immediately, the front wheel angled 

off-center, thrusting my weight sharply forward. 

Thus did I come face-to-dirt with a grim mountain-

bike reality--”catapulting over the handlebars and 

thumping down on a dirt road really smarts!” After 

expressing vocabulary sure to condemn me to the 

infernal regions, I sheepishly noticed I had failed to 

adequately tighten the nut that held the handlebars in 

place. When finished refastening said nut, I reckoned 

the bent allen wrench was proof  that ample torque 

had been applied. 

That same day, I was desperately trying to maintain 

control while careening down a steep hill. Just as 

the bike reached death-defying speed--I ran over 

a still-steaming cowpie! Upon finally stopping, 

I was confronted with my second mountain bike 

disenchantment--”they don’t come equipped 

with fenders.” To my disgust, a stream of  bovine 

discharge extended up the back of  my T-shirt, neck, 

hair and ball cap. Using the unstained side of  the 

T-shirt, I cleaned up as best I could. As a final insult, 

for the remainder of  the ride, I was accompanied 

by my very own cloud of  blowflies.  At that point, 

a lesser man’s steadfastness might have wavered. 

However, there was no way the intrepid Harrison 

daredevil-”Crash Kehler”-was throwing in the 

T-shirt!

Despite further unfortunate incidents, I eventually 

got the hang of  the sport. The ensuing years 

provided many unforgettable moments. For example, 

once I was pedaling on a narrow logging road near 

Cliff  Lake. After blazing down a hill, I rounded 

a blind corner to discover a cow moose standing 

broadside on the road. With the brakes locked, I 

skidded sideways while the astonished, mega-nosed 

mammal hopped sideways in front of  me. With the 

hair on both our necks standing on end, we stood 

motionless for what seemed forever. Finally, left with 

no other option available, I flashed the dumbfounded 

beast my warmest smile and gingerly pedaled past 

her. Angels actually do watch over fools. 

Another day, on the Gravely Range Road, a more 

lighthearted instance occurred. Because mountain 

bikes are quiet, I was able to pedal close to a coyote, 

with its head buried in a gopher hole. Intent on 

a meal, it had no clue I was present until, with 

depraved gusto, I bellowed--”SURPRISE!” To my 

vast delight, the ensuing acrobatics mocked the laws 

of  physics. With no knee bend, the bug-eyed critter 

rocketed skyward, switched direction in midair and, 

with furiously churning feet, streaked from sight. 

Once again, I tumbled from my bike, only that time, 

due to mirth-induced incapacitation.  

Ultimately, there were many other such incidents 

before I became physically incapable of  mountain 

biking. These days, old “Crash Kehler” prefers to 

crash in the easy chair and recall the perils and joys 

of  his time spent pedaling through paradise. It’s 

easier on the body.

©Art Kehler

Art lives in Harrison, Montana. His essays, stories, and 

poetry, have been published in regional newspapers and 

literary magazines.

 

Thurs., Oct. 1st 2 pm - 7 pm
Fri., Oct 2nd 9 am - 3 pm
Sat., Oct. 3rd 9 am - 1 pm

Saturday: $1 Bag Sale, Bake Sale, Farmer’s 
Market, Sloppy Joe Lunch, Pie & Coffee

Foundations, Septic Systems, Roads, 
Backfill 

—any and all dirt work needs!

406-209-0982
Donnie and Kassidi Lulloff

Established 2008
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We were happy to have worked with the 
Three Forks Youth Recreation Task Force on their latest fundraiser!

Posters • Banners • Business Cards • Pocket Folders • Brochures • Letterhead
Vehicle Magnets • Signs • Postcards • Custom Printing

Saturday, October 17 from 4 to 7 pm

Signups and the first card draw will be at the Wolf’s Den.

Auction items and food throughout town as well as a 50/50 drawing.

The event will help with medical costs for George Taylor who suffered a head 

injury on July 28th. While George and his wife Dede have medical insurance, 

the family is faced with back-to-back deductibles as their plan year renewed 

July 31st. George’s treatment included a medical flight to Billings, a medically-

induced coma for three days and a subsequent eight-day hospitalization. A two 

week rehab program followed and since then he has undergone physical and 

occupational therapy, but is still unable to return to work. Please dig deep and 

help this family as they have helped so many others in this community!

A benefit account has been set up at all four branches of 
Manhattan State Bank in George Taylor’s name. 

Look for members of the Task Force to be selling 

the custom yard or window signs around town and 

at sporting events.

Stop in or drive by our store to 

see them first hand! 

$15 each or 2 for $25
(indludes ground stakes for yard install if needed)


