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News Room
GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH HOSTS 
WINTER CLOTHING GIVEAWAY

Grace Lutheran Church (305 5th Ave E, corner of  Date and 
5th) will be hosting its next clothing giveaway on Friday, 
October 21st from 2:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and Saturday, October 
22nd from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. All are welcome to come 
and peruse the clothing which is generously donated by our 
community. Organizers encourage patrons to take as many 
clothes as they can use. Don’t be shy!

While these clothing giveaways focus on providing clothing 
for children, all donations of  new or used clothing of  good 
quality will be accepted. This giveaway is happening in the fall, 
so think especially about what kids might need for the coming 
winter. As always, please only donate clothing that you or your 
family would be willing to wear.

Donations will be accepted during preschool hours on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays through October 20th (9:00 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m & 12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.), on Sunday mornings from 
10:45 a.m. through 12:30 p.m., and on the 21st before opening.

For more information, call Pastor Lehmann at 570-0491.

METHODIST CHURCH FALL 
RUMMAGE SALE

The United Methodist Church will be holding their annual 
Fall Rummage Sale starting Thursday, October 6th with the 
“Moonlight Madness” sale from 2 pm to 7 pm at the Methodist 
Church Annex. The sale continues Friday, October 7th with 
the “Giant Rummage Sale” from 9 am to 1 pm. The event 
culminates Saturday with the Buck-A-Bag sale from 9 am to 1 
pm. Additionally, a Bake Sale and Farmer’s Market will be held 
Saturday as well. A Sloppy Joe Lunch, pie and coffee will also 
be available.

Rummage donations will be accepted starting Saturday, 
October 1st through Tuesday, October 4th at the Annex.

PICKERING WINS QUILT

Mary Lou Pickering was the lucky recipient of  a patriotic 
themed quilt made and raffled by the American Legion Post 
93 Auxiliary. The drawing was held September 23rd and Joan 
Dorsey (left) and Catherine Owen (center) presented Pickering 
with the quilt on September 26th. The raffle was a fundraiser 
for the Auxiliary who serves veterans, the military and their 
families.

LIBRARY BOOK & BAKE SALE 

The Friends of  the Three Forks Library will be holding their 
eighth annual book and bake sale on Friday, October 7th from 
5 to 7 pm and Saturday, October 8th from 10am to 2 pm. Pie 
and coffee will be served during the sale in the library lobby. 

The proceeds from this sale will be used to pay for seal coating 
the Library parking lot. The FTFL has given the project 
much consideration and are happy to get started on it. Anyone 
interested in providing baked goods for the bake sale can 
contact Nancy at 285-3844. Book donations for the sale will be 
accepted at the library as well and may be dropped of  at the 
library during normal operating hours. 
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Raising Kids in a 
Small Town: Safety, 
Expectations, and 
Changing Attitudes
PART ONE

by Emily Grace Waugh

Even on the best days, raising children is exhausting. 
And let’s be honest, it’s rarely the best day. Tantrums 
to handle, messes to clean, food to prepare, lunches 
to pack, rules to enforce, consequences to dole out, 
lessons to teach, activities to commute to, and all of  
that before you have accomplished a single thing for 
yourself. When you do carve out a rare moment to 
do any of  the things you might need to do, be sure 
always to keep one eyeball trained on the kids. If  you 
don’t, there’s no telling what might happen.

Recently, as I was using the toilet, my four year old 
son left the house without a sound. When I emerged 
from the bathroom and found the living room and 
his bedroom empty, I headed out into the yard. The 
search quickly spread to my next door neighbors and 
then to the friends across the street. A few minutes 
in, I received a phone call from my husband, who 
was at work in Belgrade, informing me that our son 
was enjoying some popcorn and lemonade with the 
folks at the assisted living home. A police report 
had been made. While I feel fortunate enough to say 
that everyone involved was very gracious - seeming 
genuinely to have his best welfare at heart and 
trusting that I did, too - I couldn’t help but feel a little 
nervous. I’ve heard stories of  parents being arrested 
for letting their 6 and 10 year old children walk the 
few blocks to a park unaccompanied by an adult. I 
heard of  another mother who was investigated when 
a neighbor reported that her three kids, ranging 
in age from 2 to 10, were playing in their backyard 
unsupervised. Their own fenced in backyard, where 
the mother could view them from the kitchen window.

The expectation these days seems to be one of  hyper 
vigilant, round-the-clock supervision. That’s certainly 
not how I grew up. We were often sent out of  the 
house to find our own entertainment while Mom 
cleaned the house, or who knows, caught her breath 
for a minute. I also know for a fact it’s not the way my 
parents grew up. My Dad was allowed to go camping 
- overnight, in the woods near his house - with his 
best friend by the time he was ten. He talks of  those 
nights as some of  the best, most formative memories 
of  his childhood. So I can’t help but wonder… 
why? Is it really necessary? Is it even good for kids? 

And if  it’s not, what can we do to slow the trend 
of  normalizing, even incentivizing, what in recent 
memory was still referred to derisively as “helicopter 
parenting”? 

I asked for input from members of  the community 
and received two very different responses. Tanya 
Gonzales, a single mom living in Willow Creek, 
says she moved to this area from Denver, Colorado 
specifically for the purpose of  raising her daughter, 
now 11, in a safer community. “I need a place where 
my kid can actually walk home from school; go out 
riding her bike,” Gonzales says. She feels comfortable 
allowing her daughter to do that in Willow Creek, 
pointing out that she knows most all of  her neighbors. 
“If  she causes problems, I’m going to be told about it.” 
She also notes that traffic is much less than in bigger 
areas and speeds are slower, so the odds of  an accident 
are slimmer. “And,” Gonzales points out, “If  I really 
need to reach her, she has a cell phone.”

Another local mother, who has chosen not to share 
her name, says, “No way.” She has lived in Three Forks 
for 11 years and has 3 children, ages 7, 15, and 17. 
Though they live just a few blocks from the school, 
the 7 year old is not allowed to walk home alone. 
When she goes out to ride her bike, she’s allowed to 
ride back and forth in front of  their house only. “If  
she wants to go around the block, I go with her,” her 
mother says, and she certainly had reason for her 
strongly held convictions. She works for the County 
Attorney’s Office and says that the things that come 
across her desk every day have completely changed 
her perspective. “I see something from Three Forks 
every day,” she says. “Sometimes multiple times a day. 
It’s possession of  dangerous drugs, rapes, partner 
assault… To let your little 
kid walk from Point A to 
Point B… it’s not a cute 
little town.”

My conversation with her 
certainly gave me pause. 
But then I got to thinking 
about something called 
the Availability Heuristic 
- a psychology term that 
refers to the tendency to 
believe something happens 
more frequently the more 
easily we can think of  an 
example - any example - 
of  that thing occurring. 
In today’s atmosphere of  
lightning fast news feeds, 
click-bait headlines, and 
24/7 coverage, we seem 
to hear more and more 

awful stories every day. That does not actually mean, 
though, that they are occurring more every day. 
According to the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting 
Statistics, violent crime in the United States has 
actually been on a downward trend since 1991. In that 
year, violent crime peaked at 758.2 crimes per 100,000 
people. That’s a percentage of  .008, so even if  crime 
had stayed there, I’d argue that that is small enough 
that we shouldn’t be allowing the fear of  that violent 
crime to dictate parenting decisions. However, the rate 
did fall, year after year, until it hit 361.6 per 100,000 
in 2014. It did tick back up slightly in 2015, to a rate 
of  372.6, but that’s still less than half  of  what it was 
25 years ago. 

In 2012, the most recent year for which statistics are 
available by state, Montana’s violent crime was just 
272.2 per 100,000. In Bozeman, the nearest reporting 
area, the rate was even lower at 255.9. That is just 
0.002559%. 

And in case you were wondering, the story for 
abductions is similar, with rates falling by 31% 
between 1997 and 2011 for all missing persons cases. 
Less than one hundredth of  one percent of  those 
missing persons cases are what you might think of  as 
the stereotypical kidnapping (abduction by a stranger 
rather than, say, a parent or relative in a custody 
battle), which means there are just 115 of  those types 
of  cases in the United States a year. Do the math and 
you find that the odds that your child will be abducted 
are 1 in almost 3 million. 

Add to all of  that the fact that only 38% of  non-
fatal violent crimes are committed by strangers - the 

Continued on next page
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Come discover chiropractic at
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TUES & THURS: 2 - 6 pm
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Quality Chiropractic Care
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Located at: 
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Stop in for a cup of co� ee anytime! 
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number for homicides committed by strangers is just 
27% - and you are left with the undeniable fact that 
kids are more likely to be harmed by someone they 
know than by someone “out there.” So why are we so 
afraid to let them out of  our sight?

Emotions, no doubt, play a large role. The saying goes 
that having children is a little bit like tearing your 
heart out of  your chest and watching it walk around 
outside of  you. It’s no surprise that even the smallest 
chance of  something happening to the people we 
cherish most in the world can be panic inducing. But 
what are we sacrificing in return for their guaranteed 
safety? What adventures might they never have? How 
many hours will the spend planted in front of  a tv so 

at least we know where they are? Is that really the 
childhood we want for our kids? Is that why we have 
all chosen these lovely little communities in which 
we live? And if  our kids do deserve the same knee-
scraping, fort-building, bike-riding, hide-and-seek 
playing childhoods we had, what tangible steps can 
we take as a community to help alleviate some of  the 
inevitable fear?

I heard reports of  a program called Helping Hands, 
where homes could sign up to be a sort of  safe house 
for kids who were in trouble. They would hang a sign 
in the window - I believe it was a blue hand - and kids 
knew that if  they were ever scared or lost or being 
bullied, they could feel safe to knock on that door. I 
couldn’t find any concrete record of  that program 

here in Three Forks, but couldn’t something like it be 
adopted again?

My son is only four. He is clearly too young to be 
out wandering on his own. I will continue to talk 
to him about asking Mommy before he leaves the 
house, about the dangers of  crossing the street, about 
how sad it would make Mommy if  I ever lost him. 
I will increase my vigilance with the chains on the 
doors. But in a few years, I hope he can be out on his 
bike, exploring his immediate neighborhood. I hope 
he discovers a secret fort under the low hanging 
branches of  a neighbors pine tree and imagines 
himself  living off  the land. I hope he can strike up 
an impromptu game of  hide-and-seek with your kids. 
What about you?

Continued from previous page

100 Hamilton Court • Manhattan, MT • 406-282-7488
www.parkhavenretirement.com

We’re proud to be a member of
the Manhattan Community…
Friendly • Beautiful • Safe

Where friendships are built to last!

O� ering
2 Bedroom Cottage, Private 1 Bedroom or Studio Apartments

20 WHEATLAND ROAD • THREE FORKS • 285-3828 

• Computerized Diagnostics 
• Alignments

• Tune-Ups
• Exhaust Systems 

• Brakes 
• Engine Repair / Replace

• Transmissions
• Clutches

• Air Conditioning

PROFESSIONAL • EXPERIENCED

DIESEL & AUTO REPAIR
Servicing All Makes & Models Locally for 20 Years

24 Hour Light to Heavy-Duty Towing & Recovery

Family Owned & Operated Since 1996

NOW OPEN
Open 5:30am-8:00pm Monday-Saturday

$35/month single membership      $60/couples      $90/families
with a signup fee of only $20

Located at 207 South Main next to Main Street Office    More info: 285-1429

Now that your child is back into a routine at school, get into your own routine of self carE
with a membership at V-42 Fitness!
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WILLOW CREEK FIREMAN’S
BREAKFAST

The Willow Creek Fireman’s Breakfast will be held 
on Sunday, October 16th from 7 to 11 am. Pancakes, 
French Toast, Sausage, Ham, Eggs, Juice and Coffee 
will be served at the Willow Creek Firehouse. Cost for 
the breakfast is: Adults $5, children ages 6 to 12 $2.50 
and children 5 and under are free! Door Prizes will be 
awarded as well.

TRICK OR TREAT ON MAIN 
STREET

Once again participating Three Forks businesses 
will dole out goodies to costumed kiddos from 3 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. on Monday, October 31st. Participating 
businesses will display an orange pumpkin on their 
doors/windows and are listed on the back page of  this 
issue. Additionally, flyers will be posted throughout 
downtown Three Forks.

FOOD DRIVE

A fall food drive will be held October 15th through 
November 15th to benefit the Headwater’s Area Food 
Bank in Three Forks. Drop off  locations will be at the 
following three locations: Little Apple Technologies 
at 112 S. Broadway in Manhattan, AmeriMont Real 
Estate at 102 W. Main in Manhattan, and Gallatin 
River Ranch at 3200 Nixon Gulch Road in Manhattan. 
Drop off  times will be during regular business hours. 
The Headwater’s Area Food Bank needs cereal, 
instant oatmeal (packets preferred), ramen noodles, 
jelly, canned fruit, and pasta sauce. No perishable 
items, please. For more information, contact Kayla at 
406-284-3174 or Lora at 406-284-6546.

HISTORIANS MEET

The Three Forks Area Historical Society will hold 
its October business meeting at the home of  Lary 
and Linda Wilcox, 5245 Madison Road on Thursday, 
October 20th at 7 pm. Following the meeting a light 
supper will be served.

If  you require a ride to the Wilcox residence, contact 
Robin Cadby Sorensen at 285-3644 or Pat O’Brien 
Townsend at 285-3633. All are welcome to attend this 
final meeting for the Society’s 2016 season.

KIWANIS FOOD BANK GOLF
FUNDRAISER

Join the Headwaters Kiwanis in supporting the Food 
Bank on Saturday, October 15th. The 7th Annual 
“Not So Early Bird” Golf  Scramble starts off  with 
check-in at 9:30 am and a start time of  10 am at the 
Headwaters Public Golf  Course. The cost is $25 with 
the donation of  a minimum 12 pound frozen turkey, or 
$40 without a turkey. The format will be a four-person 
scramble. As all proceeds after cart and greens fees 
will go toward the Food Bank, no meal will be served.
Town Pump Food Stores will be matching all dollars 
raised for this event. To register your team, e-mail 
headwaterskiwanis@gmail.com. You can also call the 

clubhouse at 285-3700.

Continued on page 19

12’ x 40’ Outside Storage Space $25.00 Per Month!
Pay In Advance 1 Year 1 Month Free!
145 First Street • Logan, Montana (Off Interstate 90 / Exit 283)

5 North Ma in St reet   |   Three Fork s, MT 
 4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5   |  w w w.sacajawea hotel .com

Bingo Night 
Is Now On  

Tuesday!

Visit our eVent calendar for  
a full list of sac happenings!

FLU SHOTS AVAILABLE NOW

Off ering three Quadrivalent versions of the infl uenza vaccination.

Traditional Injectable : 
$30.00 (cash price)

Preservative Free Injectable (limited quantity) : 
$30.00 (cash price)

Nasal FluMist (limited quantity) :
$35.00 (cash price)

Drop in or by Appointment

285-3251 | threeriversmedicalclinic.net
Open Mon-Fri | 16 Railway Ave., Three Forks

As with all visits, we bill valid insurance policies.*
* Specifi c insurance coverage questions should be directed to individual 

insurance carriers.

285-4866

October is 
the boss’s favorite month-

Celebrate with savings! 
Use this ad for

 $3 OFF 
your order. 

Trick or Treat on Main participant 

Hours: 4 - 10 pm daily 

Tr
ick-or-Treat on Main Street

ParticiPating Busin
es

s

406-209-5590 • 17 S. MAIN STREET

Jamie Lyn Demaray
• Licensed Massage Therapist

• Reiki Master

Indigo Healing & Massage

Like my Facebook page to learn about
specials and upcoming events:

facebook.com/indigomassage444

 

Thurs., Oct. 6th 2 pm - 7 pm 
Fri., Oct 7th 9 am - 3 pm 
Sat., Oct. 8th 9 am - 1 pm

Saturday: $1 Bag Sale, Bake Sale, Farmer’s 
Market, Lunch, Pie & Coffee 

Accepting donations starting Oct. 1st - 4th
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KITCHEN TRADITIONS:  

Jessie’s Zucchini Casserole
by Emily Grace Waugh

Zucchini, zucchini everywhere! That’s certainly how it can feel this time of  year. If  
you were like me in my first year of  gardening and thought you needed three or four 
zucchini plants, you’re likely up to your neck in the stuff. What do you do with it all? 
A person can only eat so much zucchini bread. Even if  it is the best chocolate chip 
zucchini bread you’ve ever tasted, complete with delicious, melting butter… even 
that you eventually have to put down. Then there are the simple savory preparations: 
grilled zucchini spears, sauteed zucchini rounds. Even then, if  you were like me, you 
still have more zucchini that you’re trying not to waste. Every day you leave them 
on the vine they seem to double again in size. Now you can do like Jessie Todd has 
done since her honeymoon 65 years ago and make them the star of  your dinner.

Jessie and Tom Todd have been gardening their whole lives. Tom says he took an 
active part in the family garden since age 5. Jessie was raised on a ranch outside 
of  Whitehall and worked on ranches throughout high school, doing a little bit of  
whatever was needed, including cooking and working out in the garden. The two 
met in Whitehall the summer before Jessie’s Junior year of  high school, after Tom 
returned from three years in the Air Force. They married just days after Jessie’s 
high school graduation in 1951 and took off  for a roadtrip honeymoon, a large 
part of  which they spent on the scenic Highway 1. On that trip, they visited Tom’s 
Uncle Fred Kemmerer in Oakland, California. A single man, Kemmerer did a lot 
of  cooking. One night during their visit, Kemmerer prepared the newlyweds his 
Eggplant Casserole - a dish that they both liked so much, it became a staple part of  
their meal plan from then on, though Jessie switched out the eggplant for zucchini.

Once back 
home in 
Montana, 
the Todds 
immediately 
established 
their lifelong 
tradition of  
gardening 
together. “We 
had our first 
garden that 
very first 
summer,” 
Jessie said. 
“We had 
been given a 
small pressure cooker as a wedding present. It held 4 half  
pint jars, and I put it to good use right away.”

Though the Todds moved back and forth between Whitehall and Willow Creek 
a couple of  times, and eventually to Three Forks, they always maintained a big 
vegetable garden. When I told Jessie how much I had always admired her big, 
beautiful, productive garden on the corner of  2nd Ave. West and Grove, she let out 
a small laugh. “That little thing?” At their home in Willow Creek, where they spent 
the majority of  their life together, they maintained a garden on their lot, bought a 
second empty lot across the street which they used solely for gardening, and grew a 
third vegetable garden on a friend’s property who had river access. Back then, they 
sold vegetables by the literal truckload to grocery stores from Butte to Bozeman. 

Steer In Trailer Sales
New & Used 

Stock & Horse Trailers 
Flatbeds - Mats - Cargo Trailers

Located at I-90 & Hwy. 287

STEERiN.com • (406) 285-4300

$200 OFF 
Any Used Utility Trailer
Redeemable through October 31st, 2016

SUMMER END
CLEARANCE

Call us for in-town service calls and lock outs!

104 N. Main • Three Forks
(next to Stageline Pizza)

285-9911

Your 

locally-owned 

full-service

auto repair 

shop!

Hankook Kumho & Michelin Tires
 Lund Bumpers & Brushguards 
We repair all Makes & Models!

Like us on

Tom Todd stands amongst the greenery of  their large and very productive 
garden in Willow Creek year ago.
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Tom chuckled about the time 
he had taken a truckload 
of  buttercup squashes to a 
grocery distributor in Butte 
when the guy asked if  he 
had anything bigger. Tom’s 
response: “I don’t know if  
you want the kind of  big I 
got!” He had inadvertently 
grown giant Blue Hubbard 
squashes down by the river 
that weighed as much as 
one hundred pounds! The 
couple thought that surely 
no one would want the 
cumbersome fruits, and 
still seem surprised today 
when they relate how the 
distributor did indeed want 
them, cutting them up and 
selling them in individual, 
plastic wrapped pieces. 

The Todds also participated in the Bozeman Farmers Market in Bogart 
Park for the better part of  two decades. “We kind of  had a little bit of  an 
advantage,” Jessie says, “because it was warmer in Willow Creek than in 
Bozeman. We’d have potatos and beans and peas to sell before anyone else.” 
In addition to their copious amounts of  vegetables, they also sold handmade 
wooden items, knitted items, and fresh cut flowers that Jessie started from 
seed in her greenhouse every year. She also made jams, jellies, canned beans, 
peas, and corn, dill and sweet pickles, pickled beets, and much more. 

Gardening, cooking from seasonally fresh vegetables, and putting up the 
harvest were all part of  the rhythm of  Todd family life, and it’s a lifestyle 
that’s been passed down. Of  their 4 kids, 9 grandkids, and 16 great grandkids, 
many still love to garden, cook, and preserve. “It’s in the genes, this gardening 

thing,” Jessie muses. “These days, they bring me canned goods!”

One year, when the Todds’ granddaughter Kelli was eleven years old, she and 
Jessie both submitted entries for Cashman Nursery’s Annual Zucchini Festival. 
Little Kelli’s Apple Zucchini Bread took the First Place Ribbon, and won her a 
tree. Jessie’s Zucchini Casserole took third. “I think I got a rose bush,” she recalls.

Even if  you don’t grow your own zucchini, odds are around here you have 
a neighbor or two who is trying to pawn their excess off  on you. I highly 
suggest you take it and give this award winning casserole a try.

JESSIE’S ZUCCHINI CASSEROLE

4 slices bacon, fried crisp, crumbled (reserve bacon grease)
3 eggs, beaten

4 medium zucchini
Cracker crumbs

Tomatoes, thinly sliced
Grated onion

Shredded cheese

Slice 2 medium zucchini ¼ inch thick; roll in beaten eggs and cracker 
crumbs. Brown in reserved bacon grease. Layer in casserole dish in this 
order: zucchini slices, thinly sliced fresh tomatoes, a little grated onion, 

bacon, and cheese. Once your casserole dish is full, top everything with a 
little more cracker crumbs. Season to taste. Bake at 350° for 45 minutes.

October 18th
• Independence Day 2
• Alice Through the Looking 

Glass
• Bates Motel 4
• Guilt, Ssn 1
• Teenwolf, Ssn 1 Pt 2

October 25th
• Bad Moms
• Lights Out

October 4th
• X-Men
• Purge-Election Year
• American Horror Story - 

Hotel
• Banshee, Ssn 4
• Penny Dreadful, Final Ssn
• Vikings, Ssn 4

October 11th
• Legend of Tarzan
• Ghostbusters
• Ice Age 5
• Beowulf Miniseries
• Musketeers, Ssn 3

16 E. Cedar • Three Forks, MT • 285-4088

BUY, SELL, TRADE 
GAMES!

Three Forks Video
NEW RELEASES FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER

Blacklist Season 3 
This is in the top 5 favorite 
TV series for us. It is about 
government authorities/spy 
agencies with a mysterious personal 
touch. The 3rd season is just as 
captivating as seasons 1 and 2. 
The primary appeal is Raymond 
“Red” Reddington (James Spader). 
His character is one of the best 
written characters on network TV. 
He is honorable, violent, arrogant, 
complex and at times incredibly 
kind, understanding and tender. 
he is on the FBI’s most wanted list 
yet he slides easily between the law 
and the underworld effortlessly. He 
is rich, powerful and in every scene 
ihe is the smartest guy in the room. 
Captivating to watch! A+++. All 3 
seasons in store $6.00 for 7 days, 
and you get all the discs. Yes, there 
will be a season 4.

AIDA’S 
REVIEW

Firemen’s

breakfast

WILLOW CREEK VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT’S ANNUAL

Sunday, October 16th, 2016
7 am - 11 am

Willow Creek Fire Hall

Pancakes, French Toast, Ham, Sausage,
 Eggs, Coff ee and Juice 

 $5 Adults  |  $2.50 for Kids  |  Kids under 6 are free 

At age 11, Tom and Jessie’s grandaughter Kelli Saltness won 
a first place ribbon at Cashman’s Zucchini festival. 
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Kicking the Hornets Nest
By Matt Wemple

We watched intently as the yellow jackets entered and left the wood pile. We’d look 
at each other, then back at the woodpile. Who was gonna do it? All of  us were about 
nine years old and wondering what would happen if  we managed to land a brick 
square into nest entrance. No good reason, other than plain old small boy logic, 
spurred us on. I drew the short straw. I lobbed the brick and scored a direct hit. We 
did not watch to see what happened. In this type of  endeavor the only smart thing 
to do, if  any of  this can be described as smart, is to run. And run we did as the 
swarm came forth. All I knew was that I was ahead of  most of  my friends as we ran 
towards my back yard. In those days, down south anyway, most folks did not feel that 
fences were needed between yards. Hence we roamed freely between them, running 
in this case. 

After putting 100 yards between us and the woodpile, a distinct sound made us run 
faster. On hearing the blood curdling scream, we knew who it was. Steve! They got 
Steve! Yellow jackets remain committed once they hone in on a target. Poor Steve 
was the slow one in the bunch and the screaming only made us run faster leaving 
him further behind us. I didn’t stop until I was at the backdoor of  my house. Luckily 
it was unlocked and we managed to make it safely inside. One by one, I let my 
buddies in while Steve continued to run around the yard in a wide circle screaming 
at the top of  his lungs. Were they still on him? Or was the pain that intense? If  
he came to the door should we open it? We couldn’t chance the possibility that the 
vengeful wasps were still on him. The problem with yellow jackets is they have an 
endless supply of  ammunition, unlike bees. They can sting all day long.

It must have been ten minutes or so before Steve finally stopped screaming. It turned 
out he sustained four stings on his buttocks. We never knew Steve had that much 
vocal ability in him. He was the kid my Dad would always forget to drop off  on 
the way home from Cub Scout meetings because he was so quiet. Once the chaos 
subsided and Mom determined no one was dying, she lit into us good. She knew that 
many yellow jackets didn’t attack without reason. The phrase “stirring up a hornets’ 
nest” implies that fault lies with someone other than the hornets. Of  course we tried 
to play it off  like we just happened to be playing around the wood pile, minding our 
own business. She knew better. I’m sure the looks on our faces told the story. 

This memory from long ago resurfaced recently when I was doing some much 
needed pruning work around the exterior of  my house. I was going after some 
lilac shoots growing up through the front porch slats. The limb loppers hadn’t 
cut the first one before I had hornets flying straight into my face from underneath 
the porch—the sins of  my youth returning to haunt me. I made a quick exit, 
miraculously with no stings to show for it. I should have been more careful doing 
such a task. I’d already dispatched three hornet nests not an hour before running into 
this one. Four hornet nests in an afternoon of  yard work?! What in the world was 
happening this summer? Under the steps, under the porch, along the eaves, inside the 
tongue of  a trailer!

If  that wasn’t enough, not long after I discovered the nest under the porch, we 
observed a disturbingly large number of  hornets swarming along the edge of  our 
gutter underneath the eave of  the roof. Somewhere underneath there a large nest 
lurked. I’ve never seen so many stinging insects in one place. Apparently I’m not 
alone. On a trip to Seiler’s Hardware to restock wasp and hornet killer and yellow 
jacket traps, word on the street was that it’s been a bad year for them. According to 
experts, mild winters followed by wet springs can be conducive to healthy yellow 
jackets populations. A little research into these bugs reveals we are dealing with a 
few different species. 

All of  these stinging insects I have referred to thus far fall into the wasp family, 
or vespidae. Native to our region of  the country is the western yellow jacket. 
Commonly called ground wasps, these aggressive stinging insects are a hazard 
during routine lawn maintenance. Drive the lawnmower over a nest entrance hole 
and you are sure to get their ire up. They can also build nests in shrubbery, firewood 
stacks, and other similar protected locations in the yard. Evidently there are also a 
couple of  species related to the western yellowjacket that have come from overseas, 
these being the German wasp and the European paper wasp. These two species 
likely catch our attention more because they have a knack for building nests in or 
near houses. German wasps seem to like the coziness of  being between walls while 
European paper wasps prefer aerial nests along the eves of  rooflines. 

Whichever one it is—hornet, yellow jacket, or paper wasps—most folks I know 
don’t care for them being around our house or in the yard. Entomology experts at 
Washington State University say that deciding to control a nest (i.e.-kill it) should 
only be done if  they pose a safety hazard or are inside your house. Generally 
speaking, while not pleasant to see hanging around, these bugs do their part to 
control pests. If  they aren’t in your way, the best thing to do is let them be. Their 
activity peaks in August and September, hence the reason many of  us may have dealt 
with them a lot prior to the most recent cool weather. I’m probably carrying baggage 
from the old days where the adage, “The only good wasp is a dead wasp,” pervades 
my thinking. But if  they are taking to areas you use frequently—entry and exit 
points to the home, your barbecue grill, the porch for instance—it’s probably best to 
take some eradication measures.

Research shows - and my childhood friend Steve can attest to this - that yellow 
jackets tend to be the most aggressive of  the three. They attack in force anytime 
they feel threatened. The other thing that makes yellow jackets problematic for us is 
their propensity to interlope on outdoor social gatherings like a backyard barbecue. 
They like sugar and protein which abounds at such functions. They also, apparently, 
have a penchant for alcoholic beverages.  

The wife and I were enjoying a nice evening get together one summer at a friend’s 
house. I hadn’t paid much mind to the yellow jacket trap they had hanging nearby. 
On taking a sip of  my beer, I felt a little something extra go down with it. Almost 
immediately I felt a sharp pain at the back of  my throat then in my esophagus. A 
yellow jacket had crawled into my beer bottle and I had swallowed it. The bad thing 
about wasps, any of  them, is the sting is not a “one and done” deal. Yellow jackets 
sting repeatedly until they are content you are no longer a threat - an ability they 
seem to be well aware of. Fortunately I’m not allergic to any stinging insects. I 
asked for a quick shot of  whiskey to hopefully finish the little bugger off, and that 
was enough for me. For someone who was allergic, this could have been a first rate 
medical emergency. 

Even with that unpleasant event in mind, I’m considering more of  a “live and let 
live” approach now that I know more about the benefits of  the various wasp species. 
That is, of  course, just so long as they don’t want to live near parts of  my house that 
I want to live in and use regularly. Maybe I shouldn’t have thrown the brick that day 
long ago. Who knows, maybe we would be on better terms these days. Whatever 
approach you choose, know that soon winter will come. Their nests will disintegrate 
and you won’t have to worry about them anymore. That is, until they come back next 
year in newer, even more convenient spots around the house. 

For more information about wasps and what you should do about them, check out 
this useful resource: ehs.wsu.edu/PH/pdfs/Yellowjackets and Paper Wasps.pdf
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Sneakie Snapping
SOME THOUGHTS ON A 
PRIVACY DEPLETING TREND

by Art Kehler

Just the other day, while surfing the Internet, I saw 
a picture of  a man who had fallen down a flight of  
stairs. He was sprawled across the bottom of  the 
stairway. His briefcase had burst open, and papers 
were strewn about. The young man’s clothing was 
in disarray. He didn’t seem to be hurt, but he did 
appear to be very embarrassed. Clearly, he wouldn’t 
have wanted the picture taken. Yet, there for the 
entire world to see was the image of  his humiliating 
misfortune. 

Like it or not, we have reached a time when many 
people carry mobile cameras contained on their 
cell phones, iPhones, Smartphones, etc. at all times. 
Things have gotten so bad it is wise to just assume 
that, if  one suffers an awkward mishap, someone will 
be present to photograph his or her not-so-shining 
moment. This privacy-depleting trend has become 
so common that such unauthorized photos have been 
dubbed, “sneakies.”

To be fair, sneakies can be used constructively to 
modify behavior. For instance, they have discouraged 
such unsavory practices as: 

- Indiscreet scratching  
- Family dumpster-diving  
- Drinking from the milk carton  
- Anonymously depositing unsolicited zucchini on 
neighbors’ porches 
- Parading around the house in the buff  
- Retrieving the morning paper in one’s long-johns  
- Dusting the living room with a leaf  blower 
- Eating spaghetti with the hands at the local cafe 
- Road-kill, table-fare retrieval 

On the other hand, some unscrupulous “sneakie-
snappers” have gleefully recorded such taboo, 
photographic subjects as: 

- An image of  a yawning person that makes their 
driver’s license picture look glamorous 
- A hunter answering the call of  nature in the deep 
woods 
- A fly fisherman slyly inserting a worm on his fly 
hook while trout fishing  
- An inattentive Post Office patron mistakenly 
trying to open someone else’s mailbox 

In the final analysis, I believe sneakies have the 
potential to do more harm than good, for the 
following reasons:  

- The unsuspecting person may not know that he or 
she is a “sneakie-star,” until it’s too late. 
- Further, said victim may never know who the 
sneaky perpetrator was that took the sneakie. 
- Even worse, there is a chance the sneakie could be 
posted on the Internet.

Whereupon said sneakie will have progressed to 
become a viral “peekie!”

Most deplorably, the poor slob will have won global 
acclaim of  the sort he or she never desired.  

Consequently, given the current dearth of  privacy, it 
would make sense to close all the curtains and hunker 
in my house. However, that’s not my definition of  
living. So, I reckon I’ll just go on being me and doing 
what I do. Then if  a phone-photo-fanatic wants to 
snap a sneakie of  me and post it as a peekie, have at it. 
But be forewarned--peek at your own risk! I’m too old 
to be easily embarrassed.

Art lives in Harrison, Montana. His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line magazines.

213 MAIN STREET | THREE FORKS, MT
406-285-9876

NFL Football is Here! 
 Come check out our  

game day specials

third annual
 

Saturday, October 29th

DJ Music
Costume Contest

Spooky Appetizers 
& More!

SECOND ANNUAL 

SPONSORED BY 
THREE FORKS YOUTH REC TASK FORCE

Saturday, October 29th

1pm - 3pm
3 PUMPKIN DROPS:
 $20/SQUARE DROP

$5/SQUARE DROP

AND PUMPKIN FILLED WITH CANDY DROP

Purchase a square and if the pumpkin lands in 
your square, you will win 1/2 of the pot!

AT THE     THREE FORKS AIRPORT

BAKE SALE WITH HOT COCOA & CIDER,
FACE PAINTING, AND SELFIE STATION

Watch for Task Force Members Selling Squares
or contact Darla at 580-5491
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The building at the intersection of  Main Street and Hwy 2 serves as the seasonal bi-monthly meeting space for the Three Forks 
Masonic Lodge #73.

Fraternal Order
by Christina Kamps

IThe Three Forks Masonic Lodge building stands 
prominently at the intersection of  Main Street and Highway 
2. An obvious part of  the town’s landscape, the building 
first served the town as First National Bank and later Labor 
National Bank. Today it’s the bi-monthly meeting place for 
the Three Forks Masonic Lodge #73. Many may be surprised 
to learn that the building is still in use at all. Windows have 
long since been removed and shuttered and unless a person 
were to happen by one evening on either the first or third 
Tuesdays during the months of  September through May, they 
most likely wouldn’t realize the building was in service at all.

The Three Forks Lodge was established in 1910 with 
a charter membership roll of  31 men. The fraternal 
organization met initially in the old schoolhouse, before 
moving to the second story of  the Wells Building (now the 
Plaza Bar), then to the second floor of  the Adams Building 
(home to Industrial Automation Consulting) and finally to 
the present location after negotiating that purchase. The first 
meeting was held in this new location on April 24th, 1933. At 
it’s peak, the fraternity boasted nearly 150 members. At the 
100 year mark (2010), the roll had returned to 31 and stands 
at around that number today.

While they’d like to see membership increase, members Mel 
Hamilton and Gordon Darlinton say not to expect a membership drive. “We do not 
solicit membership. If  you want to be a member, you must actively seek out a Mason 
and ask for a petition,” explained Hamilton.

Darlinton, a 58 year member, explains the induction process. “Once a petition is 
received, it must be investigated and voted upon. The vote must also be unanimous.”

The members explained a guiding principle for the fraternity, the brotherhood of  
man under the fatherhood of  God. “Basically to take good men and to make them 
better,” said Darlinton. “Our main thinking is that if  you take good men and band 
them together, you get better men. Better husbands and community members.”

“We advocate no [individual] religion, but encourage men to be active with whatever 
their religion may be,” shared Hamilton.

  
 

 
 

Dr. Michael Zacharisen  Board Certified Allergist/Immunologist

YOUR ALLERGIST in Southwestern Montana! Conveniently located
near the Ridge Athletic Club in Bozeman. Extended hours are

available on Tuesday evenings.
We are an independent practice dedicated to high quality, individualized & 

affordable allergy and asthma care for patients of all ages.

www.familyallergyasthmacare.com
4265 Fallon Street, Suite 3A, Bozeman

Phone: 406-451-7017 | Fax: 406-451-7020

Always accepting new patients. We f le all insurance.

Treat yourself 
with a 

beautiful smile!

Three Forks Family Dentistry
(406) 285-5234

www.ThreeForksDental.com

Tr
ick-or-Treat on Main Street

ParticiPating Busin
es

s
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Mel Hamilton, Jr. points out his father’s picture among those men who served as Lodge Master. Gordon 
Darlinton, who is also included as a past Master, looks on.

The second floor of  the building is where Masonic meetings take place. 

Once a member is accepted, they begin the first of  three degrees in the 
Lodge; Entered Apprentice. The second is Fellowcraft and the third 
is Master Mason. Masonry is an organization steeped in tradition and 
ritual, whereas many of  the lessons and principles, especially beyond the 
first degree are secretive, passed on from earlier generations. 

Many of  the town’s founding fathers and prominent businessmen were 
Masons, including both Hamilton’s and Darlinton’s fathers. Hamilton’s 
son Randy is currently in the process of  seeking the Entered Apprentice 
Degree.

The day that he accomplishes that goal is sure to be memorable for the 
elder Hamilton. “When Randy was a Senior in high school he got a tattoo 
and hid it from me. That didn’t go over well. But I did make a deal with 
him. I told him that when he got his first degree, I’d get a tattoo.” While 
Randy offered to choose the subject and placement of  the permanent 
design, Mel already knows that it will be the compass and square--the 
symbol of  the Masons.

Since the early 1700s when Masonry was established in England, the 
organization has considered it a duty to give to the cause of  charity. That 
belief  is evidenced by the 22 Shriners Hospitals for Children. (To become 
a Shriner or Shrine Mason, Blue Lodge Masonry is a prerequisite.)

On a local level, Lodge #73 participates in highway cleanup as well 
as sponsors the popular programs Bikes for Books and Kindles for 
Kids, both reading achievement programs where school children are 
encouraged to read. 

The Masons are steadfast in their belief  that their brotherhood is so 
strong that it transcends barriers. Hamilton recalls, “I read somewhere 
recently about Masonry and how so many men from all walks of  life 
could meet together in peace. 

In an effort to become a more visible faction of  the community, the Three 
Forks and Manhattan Lodges each hosted open house events last month. 
Hamilton says plans are in the works to provide a dinner for the Chamber 
of  Commerce, the school and others as community service.

Heavy Duty Industrial Machining & Repair

Mark & Joan Oelke, owners

20 W. Cedar • PO Box 788 
Three Forks, MT 59752

(406) 285-0179
Foundations, Septic Systems, Roads, 

Backfill 
—any and all dirt work needs!

406-209-0982
Donnie and Kassidi Lulloff 

Established 2008
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Sidewalk Talk

Aislynn G.

“Robot, last year! My dad helped 

me make it out of  a cardboard 

box and duct tape. We used dryer 

vents for the arms and legs and 

he took apart a light up ladybug 

and put it into the costume to 

have blinking colored lights!”

Kelly Smith

“I was the scarecrow from the 

Wizard of  Oz, and Crystal was 

Dorothy.”

Holly Newsome

“Glenda the Good Witch! The 

clinic has a theme every year 

and the whole staff  was Wizard 

of  Oz that year.”

Photos by Trisha Jones

 With a Halloween holiday in mind, we asked: “What was your favorite Halloween Costume?”

Serra Bauman

“Strawberry shortcake in 2003. 

I was an adult and my mom 

made it for me!”

Candace Ramsey

“Last year the boys had 

costumes and I didn’t. I put 

on a lace dress, a race bib and 

running shoes and was the 

Runaway Bride!”

“Your Hometown Hardware Store”
MON-SAT 8AM-6PM • SUN 12PM-4PM
10 S. MAIN STREET • THREE FORKS

(406) 285-6666

OCTOBER 
FALL SAVINGS

2499

Don’t forget our Rental Equipment Department!

Flex Seal® 
Rubber Spray 
Black, Clear

1299

First Alert® 
Plug-in Carbon 
Monoxide 
Detector

RV Antifreeze
299 Halloween 

Lawn Bags

199

Great Stuff® 
Sealant Foam
Window & Door Foam 
Sealant, 12 oz. $4.99

299

Ace® 
Sunflower 
Seeds, 20 lb

999

Ace® 
Winterization, 
5,000 sq ft. 
15,000 sq ft., 36.99

1499

Ace® 
Winterization 
Weed & Feed, 
5,000 sq ft. 
15,000 sq ft., 39.99

1799

Clorox® 
Concentrated 
Bleach, 64 oz.

299

Ace® Trash Bags
Lawn & Leaf, Large Trash 
Bags 33 ct 33 Gal., Tall 
Kitchen Bags 90 ct.

1199

Dust Pan

Ace® Wiping Cloths

Small Angle
Broom

400
All Purpose
Spray Bottle

150

10 Liter 
Bucket

150

Sprayway® 
Glass Cleaner

200

d-Con® Mouse
Bait Stations

599

Poly Rake, 30” or
Spring Rake

799
Ace® Window 
Insulation Kit, 
Patio Door Insulation Kit $7.99, 
6 window Insulation Kit $9.99

199

Ace® 
8’x10’ 
Reversible 
Tarp, Poly

499

Foam Brush 
Assortment, 10 pc

100 Ace®
Super
Glue

Ace® 
Plastic

Drop
Cloth

9’x12’

Contractor 
Trash Bags

1299

Peak® Long 
Life Prediluted 
Antifreeze

799
Ace® Lub-E 
Lubricant

200

Irwin® Vise Grip
 7” locking pliers

Irwin® Saw Blade
Ace® Folding Utility 
Knife

599

3M® 
Disposable 
Ear Plugs  4 pk.

200

EACH

First Alert® 
Household 
Fire 
Extinguisher

1499
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THE ARCHIVIST’S LOGBOOK

The Railroad and 
Trident Heritage 
Center
By Patrick Finnegan

The former Trident Northern Pacific depot features 
several unique architectural style features, including 
the corner crenellations on the roof, the rough, large 
aggregate plaster exterior walls and the arched lattice 
windows. The yet to be opened Railroad and Trident 
Heritage Center has already become a landmark 
and been the background for many summer events 
in the past few years, namely Three Forks Chamber 
of  Commerce Farmer’s Markets and the annual Ice 
Cream Social. 

If  you have been a patron of  either of  these events 
this year, you are no doubt aware of  the cliff-like 
sidewalks and have watched our seniors struggle 
over the rails to reach the food vendors. Eventually 
both of  these problem areas will be addressed by the 
Historical Society once the CTEP project funding the 
landscaping and other refurbishments are completed.  

Project Manager Larry Wilcox hopes to wrap up 
the exterior projects by the end of  fall and move 
on to interior work. These exterior projects include 
plastering over the bricks, refilling gaps in the siding 
where chunks of  masonry gave out, getting gas and 
water to the building and placement of  the memorial 
bricks.

Nearly $108,000 has been spent to bring the project 
to its current state, with half  again as much added 
through in-kind labor and donated materials. It is 
the most ambitious project the Historical Society has 
done, the previous major project being the $95,000 
renovation of  Sacajawea Park.

Larry’s interior projects include installation of  
plumbing, final layer of  flooring, HVAC installation, 
lighting, and window refurbishment. Two other 
sizable efforts will be getting gas and water to the 
building and placement of  the memorial bricks.

Even as work on the building itself  is in progress, 
work on the collection it will house is continuing 
apace. A good portion of  the Headwater Heritage 
Museum’s collection is related to Milwaukee Road 
artifacts, much of  which will be moved to its new 
home at the Railroad and Trident Heritage Center. 

If  you have visited the museum, you may remember 
the “Trident Collection” located in the Carl Gilmore 

room. It contains old cement 
bags, a microscope from the 
Trident lab and other items, 
all-in-all a fairly modest 
number of  items. However, 
the collection has grown 
recently. 

As with many businesses 
over one hundred years old, 
the Trident Plant has been 
known by several names; 
Three Forks Portland 
Cement Company, Ideal 
Basic Industries, Holnam, 
Holcim and now CRH, Inc. 
Through all of  this, the 
members of  the workforce 
have kept the historic 
significance of  Trident in 
mind and have held on to a 
treasure trove. This summer 
CRH, Inc. donated a large 
portion of  its photo archives 
of  the Trident Plant to the 
Historical Society. 

I have the privilege of  
cataloging those items. 
Many I am familiar with, as 
a former employee of  the 
plant I shuffled through the 
collection many years ago. 
There are literally thousands 
of  photos and negatives, 
hundreds of  color slides 
and many VCR tapes. The 
majority of  the photos are 
from 1957 and forward. 
Probably a half  of  the 
photos have multiple prints. 

Most of  these multiple 
prints document equipment conditions, a visual 
reference for the wear on the interior grates of  a 
ball mill, or the condition of  the insulating brick 
in the kiln or a missing safety cage. Although not 
historically significant in and of  themselves, it does 
provide insight into how the plant equipment and 
consumables are documented and maintained. An 
example is that in 1962 management at the plant 
apparently decided to do a photo audit of  the plant’s 
mobile equipment. These photos include the loaders, 
heavy trucks, pickups for maintenance personnel, the 
plant manager’s car and the lawn mower. Retirements, 
conferences, holiday gatherings and safety meetings 
make up a good portion of  the rest of  the photos.

Literally thousands of  people have worked at the 
Trident plant in its one hundred (plus) years of  
production. Hundreds lived in the homes, apartments 
and hotel or went to the school that once were a part 
of  the village of  Trident. One of  the more important 
treasures of  the Trident collection is a set of  
memoirs by villagers and workers written in the late 
1940s. While the homes have been razed and the plant 
has changed management, the Trident collection 
of  artifacts, memoirs, and photos helps preserve the 
history of  Trident, once called a sister city to Three 
Forks. The Three Forks Area Historical Society can’t 
wait to open the doors of  the Railroad and Trident 
Heritage Center and share it with you. 

1981 Cement Plant Repair Crew. Back Row (L toR); Mike Clark, Larry Ronning, Tom Todd, 
George Snyder, Jim Balke, Jim Reynolds, Arnold Plowman, Neil Morrison, Howard Harmon.  
Front Row; Ted Orr, Marv Dornboss, Wyatt Frost, Dale Ostrander, Chuck Steele, Stan Veltkamp, 
George Crawford, Bill Ledebur

Flexoveyor 1962. A mobile conveyor belt called a Flexoveyor allowed packhouse workers to 
manually load this Kenyon Noble truck with sacked cement c. 1962.
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COMMUNITY

SCHOOL NEWS

HELP WANTED

Tower Technician

Job Summary: Perform installation, 
general repair, and maintenance on 
communication sites. Sites include 
towers in excess of  500 feet, roof  top 
locations, remote sites and urban area 
facilities. Responsibilities include, 
but are not limited to, general 
construction, tower maintenance, 
coaxial cabling and equipment 
operation.

Essential Functions: Must have the 
physical ability and the willingness 
to climb towers in excess of  500 
feet. Must be able to accommodate 
occasional out of  town travel. 
Ability to lift over 70 Pounds. Work 
independently at given tasks. Pick-
up/delivery of  supplies, tools, 
equipment, components, etc., via 
company vehicle.

Qualifications: Must be at least 18 
years old, have a valid drivers license 
and a clean driving record. Must be 
able to pass pre-hire Drug Screen 
and random Drug Testing. Ability 
to climb heights up to and including 
500 feet. Ability to read, comprehend, 
and carry out instructions. Ability 
to work independently under limited 
supervision. Great physical condition 
and stamina. Good communication 
and interpersonal skills. Organized 
with a strong attention to detail. Self-
starter, team player, results oriented.

Education and Experience: One 
year general construction, electrical, 
technical, or mechanical experience. 
High school diploma, GED, or 
equivalent work experience.

Apply online @ legacytowers.com

REQUEST FOR BID

2017 Three Forks Community 
Events Calendar - The bid will open 
on the 2017 Three Forks Community 
Events Calendar Monday, September 
5 and close Monday, October 3 at 
5:00 p.m. The bid is for 150 calendars 
with the same size, weight, format, 
and quality as the 2016 Three Forks 
Community Events Calendar. If  
you do not have a 2016 calendar 
please give the Chamber a call at 
285-4753 and we will get one to 
you. The successful bidder will be 
notified on Tuesday, October 11. 
The Chamber will be responsible for 
getting the picture, ads (jpeg) and 
listings (word document) to the bid 
winner by Thursday, October 13. 
The calendar will need to be printed 
and distributed to the Chamber by 
Thursday, December 1.

CLASSIFIEDS

FROM THE DESK OF  
MR. FANNING
In the last Howl I mentioned the 
importance of  safety and caution 
around the school campus before and 
after school. I would like to thank 
all parents and community members 
who have been diligent to start the 
year and have made our streets safe. 
Our team does teach and remind 
all students of  expectations before 
and after school, however we still do 
have the excitement of  coming and 
going and students often do not think 
safety first. Please continue to be 
extra careful, watching for students 
who may pick an inappropriate 
location to cross the road. We 
appreciate your assistance!

MBI IN ACTION AT TFES!
Each month the TFES team wants 
to share updates with parents and 
community members in regards to 
our Montana Behavior Initiative 
program and how it makes a positive 
impact on our school and out 
students. Check out these awesome 
student programs!

4th Grade / Kindergarten Buddies

- One new MBI initiative that has 
recently started is our 4th Grade 
Kindergarten Buddies.

As many of  you know we have A 
LOT of  kindergarten students this 
year and 60 kindergarteners in the 
cafeteria can be quite interesting. 
The MBI team realized this and 
found a solution. We asked our 4th 
graders for help. Each day we have a 
different 4th grade student assigned 
to one kindergarten class. These 
helpers eat lunch with the students 
and also help them with milk cartons 
and other cafeteria needs. These 
4th grade buddies then help escort 
the kindergarten students to their 
classrooms, then they lead them 
outside to the playground. These 4th 
grade buddies are learning the ropes 
of  the job, but have already been a 

big help. This is one simple example 
of  MBI at TFES, proactive problem-
solving to find solutions.

Meaningful Work

- Another great MBI program at 
TFES is “Meaningful Work”. This 
program was started last year and 
will continue for the 2016-17 school 
year with a few different twists.

Meaningful Work is a Tier I/II 
Intervention that involves students 
applying for a job within the school 
that involves assisting staff  members 
with a variety of  tasks. This program 
provides an opportunity for the 
student to be responsible for a task 
and in return receive much-needed 
attention and recognition.

Wolf  of  the Week

- If  you’ve attended varsity sporting 
events over the last couple of  years 
you are well aware of  our Wolf  
of  the Week incentive. The WOW 
award is one of  the top honors at 
TFES and involves selected grade 
level students being selected by 
staff  members for their great 
attitude, behavior, and work ethic 
at TFES. These students are not 
only recognized at school, they earn 
the opportunity to join the varsity 
sports team during pre-game drills 
and starting line-up announcements. 
This is a great way for TFES staff  
to recognize those students who do a 
great job of  being Wolves every day!

Parent/Teacher Conferences Set 
for November 8-9

The school year is off  and running 
and the team at TFES hopes the 
start of  the year has been great for 
our TF families. One way to assist 
with a successful year is by forming 
a good working relationship with 
your child’s teacher. Hopefully this 
has already begun, however a great 
opportunity to visit with your child’s 
teacher is right around the corner, 
with Parent/Teacher conferences 
taking place November 8-9. Teachers

will be reaching out to parents to 
schedule individual conferences in 
October. We encourage all parents 
to attend as helpful information 
will be shared. This is also a great 
time to ask questions and learn 
more about the ins and outs of  the 
school day. Although conferences do 
provide a great opportunity for this, 
we encourage open communication 
throughout the year. Stay up to 
date with the school website and/
or Facebook page. Visit your child’s 
classroom web page, and number 1, 
keep the communication lines open 
with teaching staff. Most teachers 
send home a weekly update as to 
homework and other exciting things 
that are occurring in the classroom. 
Check those backpacks often!

OBITUARY:  
MARY JOY TOWNSEND

Mary Joy Townsend (Joy) died 
peacefully at her summer home in 
Star Valley Ranch, Wyoming on June 
21, 2016.

She was born in Salt Lake City, Utah 
on October 3rd, 1947 to Stanley and 
Ann LaFean. She grew up in the Salt 
Lake City area and attained a nursing 
diploma from West Minister School 
of  Nursing in 1967.

Joy married Max Townsend on Sept. 
9th 1978 in Alta, Utah. In 1982 Max 
and Joy, and Joy's two sons, Tom and 
Tim Tokunaga, moved to Naperville, 
Illinois. In 1999 they moved back 
west to the summer home in Star 
Valley Ranch and winter in Pebble 
Creek Community in Goodyear, 
Arizona.

She was proceeded in death by her 
father and son, Tim. She is survived 
by her husband, Max; son, Tom 
Tokunaga of  Salt Lake City; mother 
and brother, Ann and Ray LaFean of  
Surprise, Arizona; and other relatives 
in Illinois, Montana and Utah.

Joy was a dedicated nurse and 
had long and varied career in the 
profession. She worked in medical 
centers, care centers and as an agency 
nurse in Salt Lake City; Afton, 
Wyoming; DuPage County, Illinois 
and Maricopa County, Arizona. Joy 
was an accomplished pianist and 
gourmet cook who liked to entertain 
and have fun with other people. She 
was truly a joy to be with and will 
be greatly missed by her family and 
friends. 

Cremation has taken place.

DEATH NOTICE

Roger Iszler was born on September 
9, 1942 and passed away on Saturday, 
September 24th, 2016. Services will 
be held October 1st at 2 pm at Three 
Forks Christian Center.

DEATH NOTICE

Eloise M. Surdal, 88, passed away in 
Littleton, Colorado, on Sept. 6, 2016. 
She was born May 10, 1928 to Ralph 
and Margaret Page. Traditional 
funeral services took place at K&L 
Mortuary on Wednesday, September 
14th, 2016.

DEATH NOTICE

Donald Allen Zeiger passed away 
in his home outside Three Forks 
on September 12th,  2016.  He 
was born June 21, 1938 in Minot 
North Dakota. Services were held 
Saturday, September 17, 2016 at K&L 
Mortuary in Three Forks.

DEATH NOTICE

Jane Elizabeth Stevens, 96, passed 
away on Sept. 7, 2016, at Heritage 
Place in Kalispell. She previously 
lived in Bozeman, Three Forks and 
Pony. A memorial celebration of  
her life for family and friends will be 
planned for a later date.

MEMORIAL

A donation to the Headwaters Trail 
System was received at the City 
Office from Nancy O’Donnell in 
Memory of  Sandy Masters.

MEMORIAL

A memorial donation has been 
received by the Headwaters Heritage 
Museum in memory of  George Oiye 
from Hal and Barbara Sowers, Bud & 
Ester, Larry & Donna, Roy & Mary 
and his many other friends.

MEMORIAL

The Headwaters Heritage Museum 
received a memorial donation from 
Howard and Susan Lane Heahlke of  
Bozeman, in behalf  of  John Arnold 
Lane.

_____________________________

The Lewis and Clark Journal accepts 
and publishes Birth Announcements, 

Death Notices and Memorial Donation 
Notices at no charge. Submit notices for 
the next month’s plublication by e-mail: 
editor@lewisandclarkjournal.com no 

later than the 25th of  the month.

Obituaries are charged by column 
legnth at a rate of  $6/col. inch.

STATISTICS

TF Rural Fire Board Quarterly Meeting
Thursday, October 6th, 2016 • 7:00 p.m.

13 Date Street
AGENDA: 

1.) Approval of Insurance Letter 
2.) Pump on Brush Truck 

3.) Air Compressor for SCBAs

OCTOBER UPCOMING 
IMPORTANT DATES

10/3: FAFSA Night, Mr. 
Vietz Room, 6pm

10/5: Supaman Assembly 
(grades 6-12)

10/11: Student Council Field 
Trip: Helena

10/14: K-12 Picture Day

10/18: TF School Board 
Meeting, 6:30 pm

10/18: Senior Night, VB & Cheer

10/19: PSAT for Juniors, 8:30 am

10/19: 6-12 Leadership Meeting, 
7:45 - 8:15 am

10/20: No School, Teacher 
Convention

10/21: No School, Teacher 
Convention

10/25: K-5 PAC Meeting, 6 pm

10/27: MBI LUNCH early release

10/27:  FAFSA Completion Night 
6:00 pm HS Library

10/28: End of  Quarter 1 
Grading Period
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O TuesdayMonday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

B: Waffle Sticks
L: Spaghetti & Meatballs

JVFB vs Jefferson 4 pm

JHFB vs Belgrade 5:45

JHVB vs Whitehall 4 pm

JHVB Granite Home, 4 pm

B: Biscuits & Gravy
L: Quesadilla

SC: Polish Sausage

VB @ Belgrade 4:15
VB West Yellowstone 

Home, 4pm

TF Fire Dept Business 
Meeting @7pm

XC State @ Kalispell
XC State @ Kalispell

FB vs Troy@Missoula - 
Griz Stadium 1pm

B: French Toast Stix 
L: WG Jo Cheeser

SC: Enchiladas

B: French Toast Stix
L: K-5th - Tomato Soup

     6th - 12th - Tomato Basil 
Ravolini
SC: Cod

VB @Jefferson 4:00

B: French Toast Stixs
L: Chili

SC: Salmon Loaf

B: Sausage & Egg 
McMuffin

L: Cluckers 
SC: Meatballs

VB vs Ennis 4 pm
JHVB vs Ennis 3:30

 
City Council Meeting 7pm
TF Fire Dept Training 7pm

B: Sausage & Egg 
McMuffin

L: Soft Shell Taco
SC: Chicken & Dumplings

VB vs Whitehall 4pm 
JHVB v Twin Bridges, 4pm 
VB vs Twin Bridges, 5:30

American Legion & 
Auxiliary Potluck 

Methodist Annex 6pm 

SC: Senior Citizens 
Lunch

Three Forks School

Willow Creek School

B: Waffle Stix
L: Pizza Pasta

JVFB @Joliet 4:00

B: Ham & Egg Croissant
L: Hot Dog / Chili Dog

SC: Ribs

VB @Townsend 4:00 
JHVB vs Sheridan, 4pm

VB vs Sheridan, 5:30 
GV Golf Board Mtg 6pm

B: Muffins
L: K-5th - Pizza

     6th - 12th - Big Daddy 
Pizza

FB @Jefferson 7pm 
JHVB vs Ennis, 4pm 
VB vs Ennis, 5:30pm

NO SCHOOL 

B: Waffle Stix
L: Chicken Alfredo

Kiwanis Mtg,  
Sac Bar 7pm

XC @Townsend 10:00

Kiwanis Golf Scramble
9:30 am

 
JHVB Harrison Tourney

OCTOBER 
Special Events

1-4: Methodist Church Fall 
Rummage Donations 
Accepted

 6: Methodist Church Moonlight 
Madness Sale, 
2 pm - 7 pm

 7: Methodist Church Giant 
Rummage Sale, 9 am - 3 
pm

 8: Methodist Church Fall 
Festival: Bake Sale, 
Farmers Market, Lunch, 
Pie & Coffee, Buck a Bag 
Rummage Sale, 9am - 1pm

 7: Three Forks Library Book 
and Bake Sale, 5 - 7 pm

 8: Three Forks Library Book 
and Bake Sale, 10am - 2pm

 8: Breakaway Youth Ranch Fall 
Fun Day, 4-7pm

 15: Kiwanis “Not so Early Bird” 
Golf Scramble, Headwaters 
Golf Course, 9:30 am

 16: Willow Creek Fireman’s 
Breakfast, 7 - 11 am

 21: Grace Lutheran Clothing 
Giveaway, 2:30 - 6:30 pm

 22: Grace Lutheran Clothing 
Giveaway, 9 am - 1 pm

 31: HALLOWEEN -  
Trick-or-Treat on Main Street 
3pm - 5pm

Coming in  
NOVEMBER

 

  Holy Family Catholic Church 
Annual Harvest Dinner

3-5 : Volleyball Divisional 
Tournaments, Red Lodge

 6: Daylight Savings Time Ends

 8: Election Day

 11: Veteran’s Day Program, 
Three Forks School, 9 am

 24: Thanksgiving Day

 26: Small Business Saturday

B: Bagels / Yogurt
L: K-5th - Sloppy Joe

     6th - 12th - Pulled Pork

FB @Whitehall 7pm 
VB @ Drummond Away, 

7pm 
Methodist Rummage Sale 

9am - 3pm

Library Book & Bake Sale
5-7 pm

XC @ Big Timber 10 am

Methodist Rummage Sale, 
Farmers Market, Lunch , Pie 
& Coffee, Buck a Bag Sale. 

9am - 1pm

Library Book & Bake Sale
10-2 pm

B: Waffle Stixs
L: Mexican Haystacks

COLUMBUS DAY
 

JHVB @Manhattan 4 pm 
JHFB vs. Whitehall 4 pm 
JVFB vs Whitehall 5:30

Kiwanis Mtg, Sac Bar 7pm

Willow Creek 
Fireman’s 
Breakfast,
7 - 11 am

NO SCHOOL

SC: Goulash

Historical Society Mtg, 
Wilcox home, 7pm 

Methodist Church 
Rummage donations 

accepted 9-1 pm

XC @ Butte 12 pm
JHVB@ Twnsnd Tourn 9am

JHVB @ Twin Bridges 
Tourn 

VB @ MCHS Tourn

B: Ham & Egg Croissant
L: Chicken Fried Steak

 
SC: Roast Beef

XC @Helena 12 pm
VB @Big Timber 4 pm

Methodist Rummage Sale 
2pm - 7pm

B: French Toast Stix
L: Hamburgers

SC: Pork Chops

B: Sausage & Egg 
McMuffin
L: Fajitas
SC: Chili

 
City Council Meeting 7pm
TF Fire Dept Training 7pm

B: Ham & Egg Crossant
L: Bean & Cheese Burrito

SC: Fried Chicken

B: Breakfast Pizza
L: Chicken Strips

Unless otherwise stated,  
Willow Creek Home games 
are played in Harrison (co-op)

B: Mummys Tomb
L: Bat Legs & Frog Skins

JHGB vs Whitehall 4:00

Trick or Treat on Main St.
3-5pm

VB District Tournaments@Belgrade 

12C District Volleyball, Butte

Jennifer Royston Tonjum
406.580.9926
JRTonjum@gmail.com
VentureWestRealty.com

Horse 
Property with

Roping / Riding Arena!

$349,900

≈2240 Sq Ft, 4BR/3BA

20 Fenced Acres

250’ x 140’ Arena

Shop & Loafi ng Sheds

Convenient to I-90

40 Sowden Lane, Whitehall, MT

Winter Hours:
Open Wed - Sun 4 - 9 pm
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

285-3698
Baby Back Ribs • Steaks • Pasta

Capable Hands - Willing Heart

Mary Jane Crane
Massage Therapy Specialist

Swedish Deep Tissue
Relaxation/Stress Management

By appointment only: (406) 285-3738
PO Box 1001

Three Forks, MT 59752

Montana Mountain Massage

Rest
Relax

Restore
Recharge
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Landscape Gold 
Strike
by Dorothy Meyer

I see October in shades of  gold. Yes, I realize that 
October is usually associated with the color orange 
as they both start with the letter “O” and Halloween 
happens, along with the fact that in October 
everything seems to have a pumpkin theme. While 
I do enjoy a pumpkin spiced latte or laced creamer 
in my coffee, once the Cottonwood leaves all turn to 
yellow is how I will always view the tenth month of  
the year.

From Three Forks, where my beloved Missouri River 
begins, to Fort Benton and beyond, the Cottonwood 
trees in October line the waterways in a brilliant 
yellow so bright that the sight can hurt your eyes, as 
if  Midas himself  touched each tree with gold. The 
gold ribbons weave their way across the country, like 
beacons of  light to the travelers in the Big Sky State 

and the contrast against the sky so blue is electrifying. 
Cottonwoods have been directing traffic for longer 
than pumpkin spice has been available, as they were 
what drew the eyes of  the Native Americans and those 
poor, weary souls who traveled by mule, horse, wagon 
or afoot looking for a better life out west. The prairie 
can be a relentless place to be and water is scarce, so 
when the pioneers spied Cottonwoods in the distance 
they knew that water would be near as Cottonwoods 
thrive next to water. What a welcome sight that 
must have been! Stands of  Cottonwoods were used 
as markers to get from here to there and their wood 
was used to carve out dugout canoes to keep going. 
Where there was water, there was usually game for 
sustenance and survival. Cottonwoods were as vital as 
the North Star to our ancestors, and hold a history in 
Montana that runs as deep as their roots. 

Growing Cottonwoods in a landscape is not for 
everyone. The average town yard is probably best 
without them as Cottonwoods are known for being 
susceptible to many diseases, having weak wood, 

and they can even cause damage to septic tanks due 
to their long roots that search for water. The female 
species produce the fluffy white seeds that can blanket 
a landscape overnight in a sea of  white, and while 
quite pretty, those seeds can wreak havoc by clogging 
up screens, water intake structures and the eyes and 
noses of  people who suffer from allergies. Despite 
all trouble associated with them, Cottonwoods are 
still important to our western way of  life as fast-
growing windbreaks, shade providers and as a 
valuable resource to wildlife. Cottonwoods tower 
above other trees, quickly growing up to 6 feet a year, 
climbing to over 100 feet in a lifespan. Their spread 
is massive – up to 75 feet – canopying all below it. 
While they are a weak-limbed tree, as I can certainly 
attest to having not one but two downed power lines 
because of  broken branches in my yard, they are quite 
resourceful. Cottonwood seeds are swept away by the 
wind and dropped alongside the water banks, rooting 
where they land. Elk, moose, deer, beaver, rabbit and 
other animals love the young twigs, bark, and leaves, 
along with birds and insects. Grouse feed on them 

1/
4 

M
ile

Diesel & Car Repair
24-Hour Towing Service

Heavy Truck & Equipment 
Service & Rebuild

10769 Highway 287
Three Forks, Montana 59752

406-285-6913 MONTANA
I-90

EXIT 274Ron Imberi
1-800-200-6913

For all your 
accounting needs

Tel: 406.388.7211
Fax: 406.388.1412

211 S. Main, Ste C.
Three Forks, MT 59752

gwynn@gallatininsurance.com
www.insuremt.com

Gwynn Rochford

Customized Gifts
Towels ~ Jackets ~ Shirts Teamwear 

Ranch Gear ~ Corporate Attire 
 Caps ~ Monogramming

285-6500

www.BunkhouseDesigns.net

Ron Elliott 
162 Price Road

Three Forks, MT 59752 
Office 406-285-6511 / Cell 406-580-7441

Web: landmanmontana.com
Email: relliott@mcn.net

REAL ESTATE Est. 1979

Visit me on the Web! 
www.landmanmontana.com

Why pay 
Bozeman

travel charges?
K.O.R.

We're reliable,
experienced

and local.
K.O.R. Mechanical, Inc.

Tom Numrich - Manager

406-600-4094 • visit: kormechanical.com

Commercial / Residential 
24 Hour

406.589.5402Text in your order!

223 N. MAIN STREET (MABLE’S PARKING LOT)

JaMocha JunctionJaMocha Junction
Where co� ee is more than just beans!

Check our the new menu — 
amazing food for breakfast and lunch!

Mon - Fri:  6 am - 1 pm | Sat & Sun: 7 am - 12 pm

H�U�T�D S�A�I�N
a� t�e N�w A�b�l�n�e B�i�d�n� (Corner of Hickory and Main)

S�T�R�A�, O�T� 2�T�

Kiddie Haunted Station from 5 pm - 6:30 pm
The Haunted Station gets scarier after 7 pm.

Admission: $2

Hosted by the Three Forks Ambulance
Proceeds go towards new decorations for next year

H�U�T�D S�A�I�N
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by day and roost in them at night. I like to go look for 
predatory birds and I usually find them perched high 
above in Cottonwoods, surveying their hunting grounds. 
Even when dead and fallen, they are useful, as their 
cavities make for good nesting and hiding spots. 

These sun and moisture loving towering trees live best 
in sandy, silty soil, but will tolerate other types except 
for very heavy clay. Cottonless types of  Cottonwoods 
are available at area nurseries and retail greenhouses, 
and there are different cultivars to choose from. 
Related to the lovely Aspen tree, being in the Poplar 
family, Cottonwoods have shiny, bright green leaves 
that shimmer in the breeze. The bark turns a silvery-
grayish white as it ages, and the trunk circumference 
can be massive. They are as mighty as the Mighty Mo 
they partner with to survive. Cottonwoods may not be 
to everyone’s liking in the landscape, but one cannot 
deny their importance to riparian environments, windy 
acreage, wildlife and those young at heart souls who 
love to climb and swing in their branches. Branches with 
leaves that are dipped in gold and dapple in the breeze 
once October hits. There are Cottonwoods over 100 years 
old, that have withstood the test of  time in a landscape 
that can be unforgiving in nature. It’s time to consider 
them as our forefathers did, that the sight of  them is like 
striking gold. Especially in October. The golden hues of  the changing cottonwood trees surroun the mighty Missouri River at Fort Benton. 

Gerald Hauser
Troy Hauser

Rebekah’s Annual 
Halloween Carnival

Saturday, October 29th

6:30 - 8:00 pm

at the Rebekah Hall  
(Across from the Fire Department)

Halloween Carnival

Mon-Fri from 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (406) 599-8472

Go Wolves, Broncs, & Wildcats!

$1 off any Drink
With this ad. October 2016 Only

AND Not a Real Estate Licensee • www.mickiesmobiles.com

285-6500

Real Estate Solutions for Real People

• We Buy Houses - CASH 
 • We STOP Foreclosures
  • We Repair Credit 
   • We Pay Referrals

WE BUY, SELL AND RENT HOMES

Drywall Finishing

406 570 2502
ryan_ewan@yahoo.com



Page 18 |  The Lewis and CLark JournaL

OctOber 2016 LewisAndClarkJournal.com

A View from the Trail
 by Jim Phillips

BIRTH OF A SONG

As I leave the house to walk, a September morning 
greets me with forty degrees and darkness. After 
turning off  Seventh Avenue and onto the trail, I see 
a sliver of  the coming day crack the horizon. My 
headphones anchor my skull-cap and comfort my ears 
with warmth and music.

I’m listening to Alison Krauss sing “Ghost in this 
House,” which is one of  my favorites in the sad song 
category of  country music. Her voice is infectious as 
she makes me a believer that there is the haunting 
of  a ghost in her delivery. As I continue my walk, I 
repeat the song and mouth the words while not daring 
to mar her performance with my own voice. The 
pureness of  her vocal sends a shiver through me and a 
longing to quell her sorrow as she convinces me that 
she’s lived the moment. But I recently learned that 
isn’t true. Alison is only a medium for the person who 
wrote the lyrics and actually lived the moment. 

This past weekend, I met the man whose inspiration 
penciled the words and whose gift with a guitar 
accompanied the stanzas. He sang the song on 
a Friday evening at the Sacajawea Songwriters’ 
Festival at the Sacajawea Hotel. There was no fancy 
recording studio, only a stool, microphone, and the 
star-sprinkled sky of  a September evening. Alison’s 
voice is by far superior, but this man’s voice had the 
raw raspy inflections of  genuine believability. After 
he finished singing, he informed the audience that the 
song was voted into the top ten saddest country songs 
ever recorded, coming in at number six. He spoke of  it 
in a way that brought laughter, which is a gift in itself  
when you’re talking about sad songs.

There were five other songwriters performing 
that evening who played hits they had written for 
legendary country stars. Their list of  number one 
hits was impressive as they performed a sampling. 
But they also took turns singing songs that meant the 
most to them. Some songs were never picked up by a 
record label and languish in limbo until performed in 
a place where they could be appreciated by those of  us 
privileged to hear them. We were also blessed to hear 
them tell stories of  how the writing of  their songs 
came about and what stimulated that inspiration.

I have finished my lap between the ponds, and as I 
continue out toward the Madison River the day and 
my thoughts become more enlightened. The vista 
before me mixes greens of  my surroundings with 
the grays of  the sky as a foggy mist lifts from warm 
water into the chilled air.

After a song writing clinic on Saturday morning, 
put on by the songwriters, thirty or so aspiring song 
writing artisans performed for our enjoyment. They 
were judged by a panel of  four, one of  whom has 
been inducted into the Songwriter’s Hall of  Fame. 
The judges made a final pick of  eight to perform a 
second song. From these eight, four would be selected 
to perform that evening for a host of  prizes. First 
place would receive a chance to perform at the Red 
Lodge Songwriter’s Festival next June, a paid gig at 
the Sacajawea Bar, their song played on Cherry Creek 
radio across Montana, and collaboration with a local 
song writing legend and mentor. There was a lot at 
stake.

As I sat in the comfort of  my folding chair, I admired 
the participant’s courage. Not only were their talents 
as a songwriter on the line, but the way the song was 
delivered and their poise in the presentation were 
being judged as well. Many were visibly nervous, 
unaware of  sweat-stained armpits, while others 
fidgeted with toe tapping that had nothing to do with 
the cadence of  the music. They fumbled with the 
microphone, they fumbled with their guitars, and they 
fumbled with the stools they were perched upon. I’m 
sure some were ready to bolt faster than Usain. Many 
had never performed on a stage or in front of  an 
audience much less a panel of  judges. Here they were 
offering up their heart and soul while exposing their 
nurtured and crafted infant to be sacrificed and judged 
by strangers. I felt their anguish as I do with my own 
stories. But I can hide behind newspaper print or the 
pages of  a book and not have to witness the reaction 
of  judges or an audience. In this genre a person is 
stripped to the core with raw emotions in full view. 
The judges jotted down notes as the performers 
unconsciously strained to witness their judgment.

We hadn’t planned on attending the evening 
performance, but decided to purchase the thirty-five 

dollar ticket. We arrived early. The contestants could 
sing one of  the songs from the afternoon judging 
or choose a different song. Three chose one of  their 
afternoon songs. One contestant didn’t, and as any 
judge from the fifteen years of  American Idol would 
tell you, song choice at this stage of  the competition 
is everything. They all sang their hearts out as some 
of  the nervousness and apprehension disappeared. We 
the audience were the judges, and though there were 
far more of  us than the four they faced earlier in the 
day, I believe we were less intimidating.

After the contestants finished, the ballots were 
collected. While they were being tallied, the 
professional songwriters took the stage and 
entertained with songs, stories, and laughter. They all 
praised the staff  of  the Sacajawea and the friendliness 
of  the community for making their stay memorable. 
The contestants were called to the front and first 
through fourth were announced. There was a tie 
for first place, which included my choice to win the 
competition.

Next on the agenda was an auction to raise money 
for our local Food Bank. Among the items auctioned 
was a guitar the songwriters had autographed. It had 
been donated back by the couple who had bought it 
last year with the signatures of  those songwriters. 
Two signed posters, a CD, and a chance to sit with the 
songwriters and suggest a topic to be incorporated in 
a song were the next items offered for auction.

When the auction ended, many patrons went to the 
Sac Bar to try their musical talents at karaoke. My 
wife and I chose a walk home with our signed poster 
in hand.

As I approach the last leg of  my walk, the day has 
blossomed with the morning sun interrupted by the 
passing of  billowy clouds. Turning into my driveway, 
I contemplate writing a story about the Songwriter’s 
Festival. No judging.

AND TIRE SALES

Open 7 days a week!
M-F: 8am - 5:30pm • Sat: 8-12 & 1-5pm 

Sundays: Noon - 3

218 Main Street • 285-3212
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THREE FORKS AMBULANCE
HOSTING HAUNTED HOUSE

The Three Forks Ambulance barn will be transformed 
into a Haunted House again this Halloween, Saturday 
October 29th!

Children under 10 are invited for age appropriate 
scares from 5:00pm to 6:30pm. Children 11 and up 
and adults are welcome from 7:00pm to 9:30pm.
Admission is $2 per person. Proceeds will be used for 
new decorations for next year’s haunted house!

BREAKAWAY YOUTH RANCH 
FALL FUN DAY

Just because Summer’s over doesn’t mean the fun is 
over. Get out and enjoy the crisp outdoors and the 
Breakaway Youth Ranch’s Annual Fall Fun Day on 
Saturday October 8th from 4 - 7 pm.

Enjoy a potluck dinner (just bring your favorite 
hot Italian Dish to share; i.e. Zuppa, pizza, lasagna, 
spaghetti, fettucine etc.) and BYR will provide the 
bread and salads.

The event also features a baking contest. It is not 
Italian themed, but Amanda Reichman of  BYR says 
“they make killer desserts.” Enter in one of  three 
categories: Pies, Cakes or Cookies/Bars. 

Join in on making some cider on a hand operated press 
with local and nearly local apples. Play games such as 
horseshoes, volleyball and 9-square and let the kids 
play a round of  Hay-Bale Pac-man. There will also 

be a petting zoo with ducks, chickens, bunnies and 
possibly more. Wrap up your evening with a little 
Called-Dancing - a sure fire good time for the whole 
family.

Breakaway Youth Ranch is a youth ministry whose 
Mission is to bring hope, encouragement and healing 
to families by providing an opportunity for children to 
learn about and care for horses in need. The ranch is 
located at 263 Cottonwood Road, not far from the I-90 
Milligan Canyon exit.

New Briefs Continued from page 5
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BROKER

406.539.1593 | bhhsmt.com/diane-kolberg

I have buyers looking for homes
in & around Three Forks. 

Call me if you’re thinking of selling.

285-6621
Eight unit sizes • Locked, electric gated facility  

Outdoor storage: car, boat & RV, etc.  

Reasonable rates! Call for size - quote.

Sky View Storage
At 51 Jefferson St. N 

Behind Manhattan Bank-Three Forks
Office located at 223 North Main, Three Forks Motorsports

Performance
Fast, friendly, local service on all makes & models!

 - Bikes 

- Sleds

- ATVs

- Factory & Aftermarket 
parts for all 

manufacturers

We Also Sell Used ATVs & Bikes

Barry Welch
406.209.3331

19 Ava Way | Three Forks, MT 59752 
PerformanceMotorSports@gmx.com

Fall
FOOD DRIVE
OCT 15 - NOV 15

HEADWATER’S AREA FOOD BANK 

CEREAL
INSTANT OATMEAL
RAMEN NOODLES

JELLY
CANNED FRUIT
PASTA SAUCE

to benefit

3 DROP OFF LOCATIONS IN MANHATTAN

112 S. Broadway
406-284-3174 
102 W. Main St.
406-284-6456
3200 Nixon Gulch
406-284-3200

items needed

Missouri River Logistics, LLC

Freight Brokerage 
Truck Dispatch

Ben Martin 
211 S. Main, Ste. D | Three Forks, Montana 

ben@missouririverlogistics.com 
Phone:  406-616-7140 | Cell:  406-698-9606

7th Annual Fundraiser for
Headwaters Area Food Bank

Saturday, October 15, 2016
Headwaters Public Golf Course

Three Forks, Montana
9 Holes • Check-In: 9:30 am • Shotgun Start: 10:00 am

4-Person Teams / Scramble Format
$25 + a frozen turkey (12lb min) or $40 (without a turkey) per person.

SPONSORED BY HEADWATERS KIWANIS
e-mail headwaterskiwanis@gmail.com
or PO Box  252, Three Forks, MT 59752

or call the clubhouse at 285-3700.

All proceeds (after greens & cart fees) will be donated to
the Headwaters Area Food Bank. Funds Matched by Town Pump. 
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209 S. Main Street // Three Forks, MT  
 406.285.4556 // mainstreetoffice.com

Sponsored by Main Street Office 
Your office on Main Street Since 1995

Tr

ick-or-Treat on Main Street

ParticiPating Busin
es

s

Monday, October 31st • 3-5pm

Look for this icon on the 
window of participating 

businesses!

Broken Spur Motel
City of Three Forks
Contruction Zone

First Community Bank
First Security Bank

Headwaters Skincare
Industrial Automation Consulting

JaMocha Junction
Keller Willams

Lewis & Clark Motel
Main Street Office

Manhattan Bank Three Forks
Railway Drug

Remuda Coffee
Sacajawea Hotel
Seiler’s Hardware

Skizzors Salon
Stageline Pizza

Tanya Gonzales CPA
Thift Store

Three Forks Auto
Three Forks Cafe

Three Forks Community Library
Three Forks Family Dentistry

Three Forks Fire Dept.
Three Forks Lumber

Three Forks Market
Three Forks Motor Supply

Three Forks Physical Therapy
Three Forks Saddlery

Three Forks Video
Three Rivers Clinic

Thriftway
Trisha Jones Photography

V42 Fitness
Venture West Realty
Wildflower Designs

Trick-or-Treat
on Main Street

Check out the “Halloween Hallway” 
next door to Main Street Office 

Sponsored by: Gallatin Insurance and Rockin the Rivers!


