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News Room
METHODIST RUMMAGE SALE
 
The United Methodist Church Spring Fling Rummage Sale 
starts Thursday April 30th at 2 p.m. until 7 p.m. It continues 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and Saturday, from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. with a $1 Bag Sale, a bake sale, sloppy joe lunch and pie 
and coffee to be served during the same hours.

MCT HANSEL AND GRETEL MAY 
15TH AND 16TH

The audition for the Missoula Children’s Theatre production 

of  Hansel & Gretel be held on Monday, May 11, 2015 from 

3:30 to 5:30 in the New Gym. There are roles for K-12 

students. Approximately 50-60 kids will be cast to appear 

in the show with the MCT Tour Actor/Director. Students 

wishing to audition must arrive by the scheduled starting time 

and stay for the entire two-hour session. The first rehearsal 

begins approximately 15-30 minutes after the audition. This is 

a group audition - no advance preparation is necessary, 

The performance will be held on Friday May 15th at 7pm and 

Saturday, May 16th at 1:00 pm in the Auditorium. 			 

		

The Missoula Children’s Theatre is a non-profit organization 

based in Missoula, Montana. This coming year more than 

65,000 cast members across the globe will take to the stage to 

the delight and applause of  their families, friends, community, 

neighbors, and teachers! The residency in Three Forks is 

made possible by Three Forks Public School. 

SCHOOL VOTING MAY 5TH

If  you haven’t already done so, please complete and return 

your mail ballot no later than May 5th. Electors will choose 

between two candidates for an open school board seat—

Michael Zac McCauley and Candace Teston Rochford.

Also on the ballot is the issue of  whether or not to approve 

an operational mill levy for both the Three Forks elementary 

and high schools. School officials report that over the years 

a slight deline in enrollment has led to a decrease in state 

funding and line item cuts are no longer enough to sustain 

current programming. 

The request for the elementray school is an increase of  

$73,109 which is approximately 7.51 mils. On a home with a 

taxable value of  $100,000 it would be an increase of  $9.84 a 

year and a $200,000 taxable value home an increase of  $19.67 

a year. The request for the high school general fund is an 

increase of  $37,882 which is approximately 3.95 mills. On a 

home with a taxable value of  $100,000 it would be an increase 

of  $5.17 a year and on a $200,000 taxable value home an 

increase of  $10.34 a year.

The elementary school office will be open on May 5th until 

8 pm for ballots to be dropped off. If  you would like more 

information please contact Superintendent, Robert DoBell at 

285-3224.

PRE-K REGISTRATION

Public registration for the 2015-2016 school year at Grace 
Lutheran Preschool will begin on May 11th. The preschool 
offeres Early Childhood classes for ages 3-1/2 - 4 year olds on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:00 - 11:30 am. The rate is 
$75/month.

Pre-kindergarten Classes for ages 4-5 year olds meet Mondays 
and Wednesday from 12:30 - 3:00 pm also for $75/month. 
You can find registration forms on their web page www.
gracethreeforks.org or call Jill Martell at 580-4225 for more 
info.

DELAITRE GUN RAFFLE

Tickets go on sale in May for the DeLaittre Memorial Gun 

Raffle. This year a total of  35 drawings will be held out of  the 

raffle. Prizes awarded include a total of  30 guns, 3 gun safes, 

and 2 cases (5000 rounds) of  .22 long rifle ammo. The first 

drawing will be held June 1st, followed by one on July 1st, July 

4th, August 1st, then each day in September. A final drawing 

will take place on December 1st at the DeLaittre Memorial 

Park during the Annual Memorial Lighting Ceremony. 

Tickets are available at select businesses and individuals 

throughout the state. For more information contact Denny 

DeLaittre at 581-4384 or 285-3669.

CIRCUS MAY 8

The Three Forks Chamber of  Commerce is proud to bring the 

Clark & Barnes Family Fun Circus to town on Friday, May 

8th. The circus will take place in the field behind VOS Electric 

at 308 South Railway.

Entertainment under the big top with juggling, acrobats, hand 

balancing, contortion, hula hoops and the human cannonball.

There will be 90-minute performances at 4:30 and 7 pm that 

day. Doors open one hour before each performance. Tickets 

are $10 for adults and $7 for children (age 2-11) in advance or 

$12 for adults and $10 for children an hour before the show. 

Coupons for free children’s tickets with paid adult tickets 

are available at your local merchants and Three Forks area 

schools.
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The old Pony school building sits empty and 

quiet these days. The last graduating class was 
in 1943. Primary and intermediate grades held 

classes there until 1959. 
Photo courtesy Ray Lau.



The Lewis and Clark Journal  |  Page 3

LewisAndClarkJournal.com	 May 2015

The Last Graduates

Story by Christina Kamps

At the turn of  the twentieth century, Pony, Montana 
was a prosperous mining town, but did not have what 
one would consider a permanent schoolhouse. In 1900, 
citizens petitioned the school trustees to build a school 
house and in 1902, the building was completed. That 
first year, the enrollment numbers were just over 150 
students. 

The gymnasium was constructed next to the school 
building almost two decades later and would be the 
venue for school plays, pageants, carnivals, dances 
and many intense basketball games. Even then, the 
population in the small town had began to decline from 
about 500 at the turn of  the century. 

In April 1927, an editorial on ghost cities ran in the 
Anaconda Standard (later known as the Butte Standard) 
and included Pony among them. The inclusion of  the 
town in this piece struck a nerve with 1916 Pony School 
graduate Donald Stevens and he took it upon himself  
to defend his hometown by submitting a letter to the 
paper. In it he pens, “here are some of  the highlights 
on what Pony has today to place it far from the class 
of  ghost cities: fifty-one occupied residences within 
the city limits, a four-year accredited high school 
housed in a large modern brick building with a new 
concrete gymnasium-auditorium beside it, regular 
Northern Pacific train service, a hydroelectric plant 
which furnishes Pony, Harrison, and neighboring 
ranches with plenty of  light and power, a fraternal hall 
in which four organizations hold regular, weekly, well 

attended meetings and ever a flourishing 
woman’s club, housed in a well appointed 
clubhouse.”

Stevens also wrote, “though Pony is not 
the mining camp it once was, it is just as 
certainly not doomed to ghostliness, for the 
rich farming and stock-raising district in 
which it lies can be depended upon.”

Farming was the way of  life during that 
time for the Lau family. Leo H. Lau and his 
wife Edna Pearl raised their family on a 
dryland farm about five miles from town. 
The couple felt strongly that education for 
their six children was of  extreme importance, enduring 
additional hardships to get them to school each day. 
Now eighty-nine years old, Three Forks’ Ray Lau was 
the sixth of  seven children born to the Lau’s (their 
fourth child died at birth.) He recalls, “Before I was big 
enough and old enough to ride a horse or drive a team, 
we had two teams of  horses and dad would take one 
team, take us to school, walk back to the ranch, take the 
other team and work all day long. Then he’d be back at 
Pony when school was out with the team harnessed and 
ready to come back home.”

During the winters, the deep snow would make the 
task of  getting to town extremely difficult. Eventually 
the Lau’s were able to buy a small house in town. Lau 
explains, “dad bought that so in the winter time we 
could stay there and we didn’t have to ride a horse or 
drive a team back and forth to the ranch.”

In 1939, Lau was in the eighth grade when the first and 
only yearbook was published for the school. It listed the 

largest class as the Sophomores with eight students. 
The Junior class laid claim to the smallest with just 
three. There were seven students in Ray’s eighth grade 
class. By the time that class reached it’s senior year, 
they knew they would be the last class at Pony High 
School. Mining in the area had declined dramatically 
in the 30s and while Donald Stevens had predicted 
that agriculture could sustain the economy in lieu of  
mining, it was not realized. Lau explains, “it was during 
the war and the mines were shut down because gold 
was not a metal that was needed for the war effort. Of  
course, people left and there just weren’t enough kids in 
school.”

At the start of  their senior year, the class totalled five 
boys and no girls. Three of  the five left school early 
to enlist in the armed services. Lau might have been 

At top: A photo of  the students and teachers in 1908 courtesy of  
the Pony Homecoming Club. Below at right: Graduation 1933. 
L-R: Leo Lau, Ethel Lau, L. Kemp, G. DeFrance, L. Davis. Leo and 
Ethel were the two eldest children of  Leo H. and Edna Pearl. Due 
to the distance from the homestead to town, the Lau’s held Leo 
Jr. back a year until Ethel was ready for school and they could go 
together. Photo courtesy of  the Lau family.
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among them too if  his mother didn’t have her way. “My mom said ‘you won’t go until 
you finish.’” 

The only other student was Clare Marshall. Together the two were presented with 
diplomas (specially printed by the Madisonian) on May 8th, 1943. The two graduates 
have stayed in touch over the years, greeting each other at the Pony Days gatherings 
as recently as 2007 and exchanging Christmas cards. Marshall currently resides in a 
rest home in Helena. 

The Pony school doors would remain open to primary and intermediate classes until 

1959 when the school was closed to students permanently.

Today the school is owned by the Pony Homecoming Club along with the gymnasium 
and adjacent white church. All three buildings are available to rent for community 
events, weddings and family reunions. 

Lau himself  reserved the gymnasium as the site for a large Lau family gathering in 
2010. The sturdy brick home in town was demolished in 2007. The ranch where he 
grew up is now state ground and the farm house gave way to mother nature some 
time ago. If  you know where to look, the rock wall built by his father from field stones 
can still be seen (roughly 5 feet wide by four feet tall stretching a half  mile), but aside 
from that, the gym and school buildings are the only structures left to remind him 
of  his childhood days and his memories as part of  the last graduating class of  Pony 
High School.

Ray Lau was one of  two students to graduate in 1943, the last year for Pony High School. Left: Lau’s 
senior portrait. Right: Lau at his home in Three Forks recently.

Ray Lau and Clare Marshall pose for a photo during a Pony Days picnic at the Pony Park in 2007. 

20 WHEATLAND ROAD • THREE FORKS • 285-3828

PROFESSIONAL • EXPERIENCED

Servicing All Makes & Models Locally for More than 19 Years
24 Hour Light to Heavy-Duty Towing & Recovery

DIESEL & AUTO REPAIR

• Computerized Diagnostics 
• Alignments
• Tune-Ups
• Exhaust Systems 
• Brakes 

• Engine Repair / Replace
• Transmissions
• Clutches
• Air Conditioning

Have a safe and happy Memorial Day!

DIESEL & AUTO REPAIR 

ADULTS: $10 • KIDS UNDER 12 $7
TICKETS IN ADVANCE AT:

THE THREE FORKS HERALD

JAMOCHA JUNCTION

THREE FORKS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL OFFICE

THREE FORKS CITY HALL

MAIN STREET OFFICE

Featuring Zaira the Human 
Pretzel

Aerial Strength
The Minions

Clowns
Animals

& Many More Surprises!

FRIDAY, MAY 8TH
in THREE FORKS!

4:30 PM MATINEE &
7:00 PM EVENING PERFORMANCE

306 South Railway (behind Vos Electric) 

Sponsored by: The Three Forks Chamber of Commerce

look for the Big-Top!
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THE ARCHIVIST’S LOGBOOK

Pony, Montana: Data 
to Narrative
By Patrick Finnegan

In my daytime job as a Data Analyst, I sometimes 
take data and convert it into a narrative, or story to 
facilitate business decisions. Drilling down into the 
data, or stepping back to look at a larger scope are 
both techniques I use to derive the narrative. These 
same techniques can be used on federal census data to 
tell a story from a historical point of  view. Here is a 
story of  Pony, Montana in 1900.

By the numbers 
According to the Twelfth Census of  the United 
States, in 1900 the Pony, Montana enumeration 
district had a population of  647, 248 females, and 399 
males. As far as nationality, there were 30 Canadians, 
eleven Chinese, 35 Europeans, 24 from Great Britain 
(England, Ireland, Scotland), and 549 born in 39 of  
the, then, 45 states. Ages for Pony residents ranged 
from newborn to 75 with the average age of  about 28 
years old. 

 Of  the 399 males, 121 were directly involved in the 
mining industry as mining superintendents, mine 
owners, miners, assayers, millers, amalgamators, or 
chemists. Six blacksmiths, ten carpenters, a carriage 
maker, a harness maker, two wheel wrights, eight 
liverymen, 21 teamsters supported the mining 
industry and the town, with three electricians to keep 
the lights on. Agriculture was well represented in the 
area as there were 25 farmers with another 25 farm 
laborers.

Looking at the other occupations, one can see a 
thriving business community with several merchants, 
a newspaper, a druggist, four barbers, three butchers, 
a dentist, at least one hotel, a photographer, three 
physicians, a preacher, at least two restaurants, a 
school, a post office, and several bars that occupied 
nine saloon keepers and two bartenders. There are 
some indications of  not only prosperity, but outright 
wealth since there was a cigar maker and two jewelers 
in town. This wealth is further emphasized with five 
people who listed their occupations as “Capitalist,” 
that year’s term for investor.

Beyond the numbers 
Once the data is put into a format that can be sorted 
and searched, cross-referencing with other data 
sources can begin. With the statistics taken into 

account, we can now look at the names and start 
piecing the narrative together. 

Let’s start with one of  those Capitalists, Nelson J. 
Isdell. His mercantile business building still stands 
today. At one time it was also occupied by the school 
(the Pony schoolhouse was not built until 1902), the 
post office and the occasional town meeting. Isdell 
had come to Montana shortly after the Montana gold 
rush. He was enumerated in the 1870 census while 
living in Sterling, Montana Territory (Sterling is 
about 4 miles west of  Norris). By the 1880 census, he 
had established his residence in Pony.

A little research will reveal that Nelson J. Isdell 
committed suicide in 1902. According to the 
Idaho Statesmen newspaper, Isdell had traveled to 
Minneapolis. “Despondent from brooding over his 
inability to throw off  a drug habit, N. Isdell, of  
Pony, Mont., ended his life at Hotel Nicolest today 
by shooting. Isdell was wealthy and was well known 
throughout Montana, having large business interests 
in Bozeman and Butte.”

One source (Montana DEQ Abandoned Mine 
website), indicates that many mining and mill 

Continued on page 10

Steer In Trailer Sales
New & Used 

Stock & Horse Trailers 
Flatbeds - Mats - Cargo Trailers

Located at I-90 & Hwy. 287

STEERiN.com • (406) 285-4300

Free Spare Tire 
with any 

Big Tex Purchase 
*may not be combined with any other discounts

*Valid May 1st to May 31st 

"We Cheat the Other Guy, and Pass The Savings On to YOU!"
Call us for in-town service calls and lock outs!

104 N. Main • Three Forks
(next to Stageline Pizza)

285-9911

Your 

locally-owned 

full-service

auto repair 

shop!

Hankook Kumho & Michelin Tires
 Lund Bumpers & Brushguards 
We repair all Makes & Models!

Like us on
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Flowers in the 
Garden of  Life
by Dorothy Meyer

When I moved into my little cottage, I inherited 
a yard that had been neglected for many years, 
although from the reports of  my neighbors and 
local nurseryman, the place used to be a showpiece 
of  colorful bedding plants, beautiful shrubbery and 
shady trees. One large tree just off  the alley used to 
shade much of  the backyard, but one day decided to 
spontaneously combust (I’m not kidding!) and after the 
firefighters left it was cut down by the tree trimmer. 
Another was lost to the ravages of  fire blight, and 
many of  the shrubs were yanked out and never to be 
seen again from a previous inhabitant. What I am left 
with, thankfully, are several mature lilacs that with a 
little TLC will once again thrive, a giant Silver Poplar 
in the front that reigns shady supreme over one half  
of  the yard, and a tall Cottonwood doing the same in 
the back, complete with tire swing for The Grand One 
once she grows a bit. A foundation garden is on one 
side of  the front door and wraps around one whole 
side of  the cottage and shows signs of  life with a 
couple die-hard peonies and tulips that the deer have 
nibbled down to stubs, and a host of  weeds that grow 
exponentially as I evil eye them. You can tell that 
the lawn used to be lush, but became overtaken with 
layers of  dead leaves, crabgrass and my reluctant to 
admit it - beloved dandelions. The landscape needed 
an overhaul. A miracle. Someone who could whip 
some you-know-what and take down names. A person 
of  strong mettle and an even stronger back. My 

get-up-and-go had gone-up-and-went after my evil eye 
episodes failed to make the weeds succumb. That was, 
until My Friend came to the rescue. My Friend, Pixie 
Elmose, came to town on a mission, in her zippy, little 
VW bug stocked with tools, weed killer, DIY garden 
projects and perennial divisions. She also brought fuel, 
in the forms of  food and wine, which became all the 
more important as the back-breaking work began. 
(Work for her, not for me, as I had other things to do. 
To be quite honest, she invited herself  and who was I 
to say no? I’m no dummy.)

My friendship with Pixie Lou, as I call her, was not 
started over a garden fence. It actually began over the 
beautiful, dark woodwork of  the front desk and bar 
in the Sacajawea Hotel, back in the days when a front 
door code was required to get into the locked building 
at night. (Said code was easy to obtain if  needed, 
as loose lips traded it from one bar stool to another 
throughout town. Small town trust was given, as was 
the way). Pixie and I bonded over invoices and Sysco 
orders, employee troubles and Tempranillo, and along 
the way we somehow have grown and maintained, 
despite changing jobs and my moving away (twice!) 
to other landscapes. So, when I was lamenting about 
my lack of  momentum over my small, albeit fine 
Queendom, she didn’t just offer her help, she gave it 
freely. She came, she saw and she conquered. While I 
went off  gallivanting on the back roads of  the prairie, 
on an adventure at the Virgelle Mercantile to help 
them with some marketing, she started raking two 
seasons of  leaves. Moving on with a vengeance, she 
mowed the grass – with a push reel mower. I’m not 
kidding. Then she stacked a pile of  wood left by the 
tree trimmer, mixed up a potent batch of  weed killer 

and sprayed my entire yard, including the boulevard 
- not once, but twice. Apparently she doesn’t hold 
the same nostalgic regard for the cheery little faces 
of  dandelions like I do, but I am very certain my 
neighbors share her distaste so anything to keep them 
happy. Speaking of  the neighbors, life here is much 
the same as there - insert change or a new face and 
“Whoa, Nelly!” Curtains were peeked through and 
there were many excuses to go outside, to the store, 
or to have a walk about while the little blond woman 
without a name and fancy car worked furiously on a 
yard that was not her own. Talk traveled fast. Faster 
than even Pixie knew when we laughed about it over 
clinked glasses of  wine on her job well done. The 
compliments on how spruced up my yard looks are 
numerous, as are the probing questions on exactly 
who that mad woman was. She’s made a reputation 
for herself  here in Fort Benton - the stuff  of  legends. 
Everyone wants a Pixie Lou, or at least a visit from 
her. From the hardware store man, to the prying 
eyes of  a few local Women’s Club members who just 
happened to circle my block not once but three times, 
to even the tree trimmer who noticed his wood was 
nicely stacked, as was the woman who stacked it. She 
was the talk of  the town and when she comes back 
she’ll surely be the toast. Not only does my whole 
yard look better, but while she was here she cooked 
fabulous meals and made me a wind chime out of  wine 
bottles and an old skeleton key. And, guess what? Yep, 
now everyone wants one! The stuff  of  legends, I tell 
you.

I suppose that this article isn’t exactly the standard 
one full of  tips and techniques to use in the garden 
or home. But then again, maybe it is. Having a nice 

First Community 

Bank would like you 

to help us welcome 

Adam Miller to our 

Three Forks staff. 

He is a graduate 

of the University 

of Wyoming with 

many years of 

banking experience. 

Please stop and 

see him with any 

of your banking or 

borrowing needs. 

Welcome ADAM MILLER

120 S. Montana Street | 285-9999 | fcbank.net

Wildflower 
Designs & Gifts

285-4500101 Main St.  Three Forks

Visit my vintage garden, the perfect 
way to make your mom smile this 

Mother’s Day or any day!

Wildflower 
Designs & Gifts Motorsports

Performance

Barry Welch
406.209.3331

19 Ava Way | Three Forks, MT 59752 
PerformanceMotorSports@gmx.com

Fast, friendly, local service on all makes & 

model sleds, bikes, ATVs and small engines!

It’s Spring! Get your 

ATVs & Yard equipment 

in now for

 spring service!
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Understanding 
Asthma Inhalers
Sponsored by Railway Drug

Did you know that only seven percent of  people 
understand how to use asthma inhalers the right way? 
Combine that with a wide array of  asthma medications, 
and asthma management can become more than a little 
confusing. Together, we can change that! 

Everybody is different. So your doctor decides which 
type of  medication and inhaler is best for you. But 
here’s a brief  overview of  what you need to know. 

Types of  inhaled medications. Inhaled medications help 
airways stay open without some of  the side effects of  
those taken by mouth or injection. These medications 
work in different ways. For example, some reduce 
airway inflammation, while others relax small muscles 
around airways.

One class of  inhaled asthma medication provides quick 
relief  from symptoms such as tightness and gasping. 
Often used daily—even without symptoms—the other 
class is for long-term control. If  you often use quick-
relief  “rescue” medications more than twice a week, you 
may need a change in your treatment.

Types of  asthma inhalers. Asthma inhalers are hand-
held devices that deliver medication directly into your 
lungs. People use inhalers either to prevent or stop an 
asthma attack. 

• A metered dose inhaler has a boot-shaped mouthpiece 
and a pressurized canister containing medication. 
Typically, you release the medicine by pushing the 
canister into the boot. Some of  these inhalers contain 

counters that tell you how many doses remain. If  not, 
track the number of  doses you’ve used.

• Some metered dose inhalers contain a spacer. This 
temporarily holds medication until it’s released, which 
makes it easier to receive a full dose with a slow breath. 
Some spacers are built in. Others attach separately to 
the inhaler. Infants or children may require a facemask 
to ensure the right dose reaches their lungs.

• Dry powder inhalers release medication when you 
breathe a deep, fast breath.

• Using air or oxygen under pressure, nebulizers 
deliver a fine liquid mist of  medication through a tube 
or mask.

Misuse of  inhalers. Different inhalers require different 
techniques. For example, some require coordinating 
your breath with the medication release. Others require 
a fast, deep breath. Some require shaking and priming. 
Others require the dexterity to use a cocking device.

If  you don’t use inhalers or spacers the right way, you 
might get too little or too much medicine. A recent 
study showed that 63 percent of  those who misused 
inhalers or spacers missed three or more steps. The 
most common mistake with metered dose inhalers? Not 
exhaling before depressing the canister to inhale the 
medication.

The study found that people’s memories fade, so 
they forget what to do. What this means is you may 
need a “refresher course” from time to time. Be sure 
to ask your doctor or me if  you have any questions 
about inhaler techniques. As this study shows, most 
people are unclear on how to use inhalers, so don’t feel 
embarrassed about asking questions. We are always 
here to help… even with that refresher course.

Your locally owned Pharmacy

Accepting Most Insurance 
including Medicare, Medicaid, and Work Comp

• Prescription Compounding 
• Free mail out service for prescription medications

• Specialty packaging • Knowledgeable, friendly staff
• Variety of healthcare, beauty items, gifts, cards, 

candies, toys & more!

117 N. Main Street 
Unit A, Three Forks

285-3883

W E E K LY DI N I NG 
SP EC I A L S

Wednesday - Prime Rib Wednesday $22.95 
Thursday - Three Course Thursday $25.00

Sunday - All You Can Eat Crab $34.95

5 North Ma in St reet   |   Three Fork s, MT 
 4 0 6 . 2 8 5 . 6 5 1 5   |  w w w.sacajawea hotel .com285-4866

OPEN  
4 pm - 9 pm Sun - Thurs 
4 pm - 10 pm Fri - Sat

School is out and we are busy!

New hours June 1st and extra help so 
we can serve you faster! Thanks for 

your support!

yard and beautiful home are wonderful things to 
have or aspire to, but if  you don’t let others in to 
enjoy it then what’s it really worth? And when you 
see the need to help others and offer up your own 
two hands you’ll reap the rewards. I guess what I am 
trying to get at is the truth to the old adage, “You 
reap what you sow.” There’s a quote that I have liked 
for years, “Friends are the flowers in the garden of  
life, beginning with a seed of  trust, nurtured with 
laughter and tears, growing into loyalty and love.” 

I hope to have a lifetime of  nurturing my friendships 
in my home and out in my garden, with many thanks 
over clinked glasses. Today’s tip for you? Go find a 
Pixie Lou, or go be one.

Dorothy Meyer has been a contributing 
writer for the Lewis and Clark Journal 
for over nine years. Her life adventures 
have taken her to Fort Benton, Montana 
where she serves as Deputy Clerk of  Court 
for Choteau County. Meyer is also on the 
board for the Central Montana Board of  
Tourism, the Choteau County Performing 
Arts, and the Community Improvement 
Association of  Fort Benton. She holds a 

special place in her heart for Southwest Montana and is glad to maintain 
a connection here through her writing. 
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Steaks on the Jefferson
Story and photos by Trisha Jones

Steve Wendell stood in front of  the Lahood Park bar and restaurant and had a 
vision. It was 1991 when he, his wife Mary, and two daughters were living in 
Escondido, California ready to try something new. Jack Mclauglin owned the small 
bar and restaurant at the time and happened to cross paths with Wendell while in 

Escondido. Soon the Wendell’s found themselves in Montana beginning to build the 
vision Steve had. 

As one drives along the winding road next to the Jefferson River, it seems odd to 
come upon a restaurant and bar in what feels like the middle of  nowhere. But this 
was once a bustling spot and today many people make the drive to LaHood for the 
food and company and if  they go looking, even a local history lesson. 
 
Lebanese immigrant, Shadan LaHood travelled between Butte, Dillon, Missoula and 
Madison county in a covered wagon canvassing for a dry goods company. In 1909 he 
and his wife opened a general store at Jefferson Island and built a park. In 1928 when 
the highway was built through the canyon, they moved their business to the current 
location of  Lahood Park. It became a tourist stop with a gas station, store, hotel 
and restaurant. With the Lewis and Clark Caverns just four miles down the road, 
LaHood served as the cavern headquarters where tickets to tour the caves were sold. 

During the 1930s, LaHood was home to the 350 man Civil Conservation Corps camp 
which developed Yellowstone National Park and built roads and bridges. When the 
camp dispersed and the headquarters for the caverns were moved to where they are 
today, the once bustling town dwindled to a just a few residences. But the bar and 
restaurant continued to serve many. 

When the Wendell’s bought the property twenty-two years ago, they overhauled 
the menu and Steve began to bring his vision to life. A stage was built behind the 
building and over the next several years LaHood would be the venue for over twenty 
concerts held on the banks of  Jefferson River. “Leftover Salmon and String Cheese 
Incident was one of  my favorites,” his wife Mary recalls. “There was a huge storm 
that came in and they refused to get off  the stage.” The concerts at LaHood sparked 

The historic LaHood Park Steakhouse and Tavern sits near the bank of  the Jefferson River, 
satisfying thirsty and hungry travelers from near and far.
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the idea for what today is Rockin’ the Rivers 
came from. Steve helped establish what was 
then Rockin’ the Rockies. 

In addition to the concerts the bar and 
restaurant became a thriving destination spot 
for many who travelled down I-90. It has 
been mostly a family run operation with Mary 
cooking while Steve tended bar and mixed his 
signature margaritas. As his daughters Zee, 
Briar and Cassidy grew, they waitressed and 
tended bar along with him. 

Steve was also restoring the historic hotel 
located next to the restaurant. When he wasn’t 
working in the bar he put in many hours of  
blood, sweat and tears into a dream that sadly 
fell victim to fire in 2001. The loss of  the hotel 
took it’s toll on Steve and his health began to decline 
in the years that followed. Steve passed away in 
January 2014.

For the last year, Mary has been running the business 
along with her daughter Cassidy, who moved back 

from Bozeman to help her mom.

“I couldn’t have done it without her,” says Mary. 
Cassidy has filled in tending bar and being the face of  
LaHood. Having grown up helping with the business, 
Cassidy has many fond memories. “I don’t have a 

favorite memory,” she says, “it was just my life. I 
met a lot of  people and made friends who have 
become family.” 

There are many regulars that visit the 
restaurant, from Bozeman, Missoula, Butte 
and Dillon. Both mom and daughter agree that 
what keep people coming is the consistency 
with food and staff  and the atmosphere. “We’re 
not up-tight,” says Cassidy, “it’s a relaxed 
atmosphere where everyone feels welcome.”

But after over twenty years in the business, 
Mary says, “It’s time to move on. I have a 
few things I’d like to do.” So LaHood Park 
Steakhouse is on the market. Although she is 
eager to sell and move on, Mary knows that for 
it to work, it has to be the right person to take 

over. “You have to have a passion for it. It’s a lot of  
work and long hours.” Until the right buyer comes 
along, LaHood Park will continue to operate with the 
friendly and consistent service behind their tagline; 
it’s all good at LaHood!

Mary and her daughter Cassidy run the bar and restaurant together since the loss of  
huband/father Steve Wendell over a year ago.

Candace Teston Rochford
for

Three Forks School Board

Paid for by Candace Teston Rochford, 749 Linda Lane, Three Forks

Honest,  
levelheaded 

commitment to 
quality education 
for our children

Your support and vote in the 

May 5th election is greatly appreciated!

Customized Gifts
Towels ~ Jackets ~ Shirts Teamwear 

Ranch Gear ~ Corporate Attire 
 Caps ~ Monogramming

285-6500

www.BunkhouseDesigns.net

Gerald Hauser
Troy Hauser

406.589.5402Text in your order!

223 N. MAIN STREET (MABLE’S PARKING LOT)

JaMocha JunctionJaMocha Junction
Where coffee is more than just beans!

Welcome

May 19
• American Sniper
• Hot Tub Time Machine 2
• Cymbeline
• Call the Midwife: S2

May 26th
• 7th Son
• Cutbank
• Sons of Liberty
• Major Crimes: S3
• Ray Donovan: S2

May 5
• Selma
• Black or White
• Broadchurch: S2
• Death in Paradise: S3
• Mr. Selfridge: S3
• White Collar: S6
 
May 12
• Still Alice
• Mordecai
• Blackhat
• Unforgettable: S3
• Murder in the first: S1

16 E. Cedar • Three Forks, MT • 285-4088
BUY • SELL • TRADE GAMES!

Three Forks Video
NEW RELEASES FOR THE MONTH OF MAY

Hours: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m. Monday - Saturday

Bedding plants from Visser’s Greenhouse

annuals  perennials  herbs 
hanging baskets

Mother’s Day Special:
Free Flower for Moms



Page 12 |  The Lewis and Clark Journal

May 2015	 LewisAndClarkJournal.com

Heavy Duty Industrial Machining & Repair

Mark & Joan Oelke, owners

20 W. Cedar • PO Box 788 
Three Forks, MT 59752

(406) 285-0179

David Ford 406-581-0233 | genesisdrafting@gmail.com

Genesis Design and Drafting, LLC
To the residents and builders of Three Forks: 

Thank you for nine good years of business. A major 
life change is upon Kris and I; I have been accepted 
into a Ph.D. program (historical theology). We will be 

relocating to Chicago this summer. I will complete 
the design and drafting projects I currently have, and 

then will wind down operation of Genesis Design 
and Drafting as of the end of May. It has been a joy 
to own and operate a business in this community. 

Blessings to you all.
 

operations had peaked and many mines would soon be 
closed or abandoned. John Cowan, whose occupation 
was listed as “Supt. Mine,” had come to Pony in early 
1900 representing Butte investors. He had purchased 
one mine and leased another, but both properties 
reverted back to the original owner, W. W. Morris, 
within two years. This is just one instance of  the high 
rate of  ownership change of  mines over the course of  
the next twenty years. It should be noted that while 
Pony’s population declined after 1900, the mines in the 
area were still producing a wealth of  gold until the 
1930s.

The Chinese 
Even without other sources, a narrative can be built 
from just the data available in the census. Here is an 
example. (Note: the spelling of  the following names is 
as per the transcriptionists at ancestry.com)

Of  the eleven people listed as racially Chinese, seven 
men had formed a partnership, according to the 1900 
census of  Pony, Montana. Thirty-six year old Hin 
Ling was enumerated as the “head of  the family” and 
his partners all lived with him in their laundry and 
restaurant business. Hin and two of  his partners, 
Lung Hop and Hong Tom had come to the United 
States in 1881 and were now in their thirties. Lung 
Hop and Hong Tom were each married, but their 
wives were not enumerated. These three men and 

eighteen year old California born 
Neap Quong handled the restaurant 
business. 

Two other partners handled the 
laundry business. Go Sing had come 
to America in 1876 and was now 
50, while Sing Wong had come to 
the U.S. in 1860, was now 62 and 
was married. (Again the wife is not 
enumerated.)

The seventh man in the partnership, 
Leaf  Kwug, had no birth 
information, age, or occupation listed.

 A Chinese couple were also 
enumerated in the 1900 census as 
servants to the one of  Pony’s leading 
citizens, William Morris. Forty-nine 
year old Ting Ah Tigh was the cook for the family 
while his 19 year-old California-born bride, Dou Luay, 
was probably the maid. Her occupation is blank, but 
her relationship to the head of  the household was 
servant.

The last two Chinese men were cooks at one of  the 
mining camps. Gaw Sing, 54, had immigrated to 
America in 1892 while Fook Jun, 38, had come in 1884.

More Stories 
Derived from just the information available in the 
census or on-line, the stories above tell only part 
of  the story. For those who want to delve further 
into Pony’s past, the Pony Homecoming Club has 
published “Pony, Montana: A Golden Past, Still 
a Treasure,” an apt title to commemorate a rich 
heritage.

The Isdel Mercantile Building as seen today. At one time it housed the school (prior to 
1902), the post office and occasional town meetings.

Tanya R. Gonzalez, CPA, P C

Certified
Public Accountant

(406)220-2956  or  (605)261-4111
Tanya.Gonzalez@live.com

PO Box 74 Willow Creek, MT 59760

- Bookkeeping & Payroll -
- tax prep & consultation -

Specializing in small business

Congratulations 
2015 Graduates!

Mon-Fri from 7 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Saturday 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. (406) 599-8472
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M TuesdayMonday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

 B: Pancakes Sausage
L: Cluckers

K-12 Spring Concert

 B: Biscuit Sausage & Egg
L: Chili

SC: Spaghetti
TF Fire Dept Meeting 7 pm

Golf Divisionals @ Bill 
Roberts-Helena

Jr. High Track & Field 
@ Butte, 1:30 pm
School Elections

B/L: Cook’s Choice

SC: Meat Loaf

City Council Meeting 7 pm 

TF Fire Dept Training 

B: Ham & Egg Croissant
L: Pizza

Middle School Play

B: French Toast
L: Hot Dog

SC: Chicken & Dumplings

B: French Toast / Bacon
L: Bean & Chees Burrito

SC: Meatballs

B: French Toast/Bacon
L: Corn Dogs

SC: Corned Beef Hash

B: Sausage & Egg Biscuit
L: Hawaiian Haystacks

 SC: Sweet & Sour Pork

City Council Meeting 7 pm 
TF Fire Dept Training 7 pm

B: Biscuit Sausage & Egg
L: Spaghetti & Meatballs

SC: Fried Chicken

City Council Meeting 7pm 

MS/HS Spring Concert

 

TF: Three Forks Schools 
WC: Willow Creek Schools 
SC: Senior Citizens Center

B: Pancakes/Sausage
L: Chicken Fried Steak 

Capable Hands - Willing Heart

Mary Jane Crane
Massage Therapy Specialist

Swedish Deep Tissue
Relaxation/Stress Management

By appointment only: (406) 285-3738
PO Box 1001

Three Forks, MT 59752

Montana Mountain Massage

Rest
Relax

Restore
Recharge

Open Tues - Sun 4 - 9 pm
Closed Mondays

285-3698
Baby Back Ribs • Steaks • Pasta

B: Breakfast Pizza
L: 7-Grain Hot Cereal

SC: Hot Dogs, Mac & 
Cheese

GV Golf Board Mtg
Jr. High Track & Field 

@ Jefferson, 1 pm
Divisional Track & Field @ 

Laurel, 9 am

B: Bagels
L: Super Ole’s

B: Breakfast Burrito
L: Soft Shell Taco

TF NO SCHOOL

Kiwanis Meeting at 
Sacajawea Hotel 7pm

MEMORIAL DAY

+/-20 Acre Lots Starting at $76,000
Convenient Location

Between
Bozeman & Helena

JRTonjum@gmail.com
Bozeman Montana Real Estate.net

MOTHER”S DAY

B: Breakfast Burrito
L: Turkey Noodle

Jr. High Track & Field 
@ Belgrade, TBA

Circus 4:30/7:00 pm

District Track & Field @ 
Bozeman, 9 am

B: Pancakes/Sausage
L: Pizza Pasta

 Kiwanis Meeting at 
Sacajawea Hotel 7pm

MCT Auditions 3:30

B/L: Cook’s Choice
SC: Pork and Noodles

Track & Field Top 8 
@ Townsend, 4:30

Golf @ Three Forks, 10 am
8th Grade Promotion 

B/L: Cook’s Choice

SC: Stuffed Peppers

B: Ham & Egg Croissant
L: Hamburgers / Hot Dogs

SC: Pasta

ELEMENTARY FIELD DAY

B: Bagels/Cream Cheese
L: Chicken Alfredo

Jr. High Track & Field 
@ Townsend, 3 pm

State Music Festival

Methodist Rummage Sale 
9 am - 1 pm

B: Muffins

EARLY RELEASE 11:10
SCHOOL’S OUT!

-------------- Golf State @ Billings --------------

Track & Field @ Anaconda, 
9 am

Methodist Rummage Sale 
Bake Sale, Lunch, Pie & 

Coffee, $1 Bag Sale
9 am - 1 pm

-------------- State Track & Field, Kalispell--------------
10 am

11th - 15th: -------------- Missoula Children’s Theater Week--------------------->

Sr. Graduation 2 p.m.
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Dr. Michael Zacharisen  Board Certified Allergist/Immunologist

Accepting All Major Health Insurance!
YOUR ALLERGIST in Southwestern Montana! Conveniently located 

near the Ridge Athletic Club in Bozeman. Extended hours are 
available on Tuesday evenings.

We are an independent practice dedicated to high quality, individualized & 
affordable allergy and asthma care for patients of all ages.

www.familyallergyasthmacare.com 
4265 Fallon Street, Suite 3A, Bozeman 

Phone: 406-451-7017 | Fax: 406-451-7020

Sidewalk Talk

Karsyn Houska

“Play sports and get good 

grades.”

Hannah Magee

“Be prepared for homework 

and make sure you keep your 

grades up.”

Trenton Woodward
“You gotta take it kinda 
seriously.” 

Photos by Trisha Jones
	 We asked some members of  the Three Forks Senior Class:

		  “AS YOU GET READY TO GRADUATE, WHAT ADVICE WOULD YOU GIVE MIDDLE SCHOOLERS 
ENTERING HIGH SCHOOL?” 
  

Luke Kolberg
Have fun and don’t take 
yourself  too seriously.”

Sara Papke

“Do your homework.” 

(406) 285-5234

We are always accepting new patients! 
Call today for an appointment! 

Chad D. Russell, D.M.D.
www.threeforksdental.com

AND TIRE SALES

Open 6 days a week!
M-F: 8am - 5:30pm • Sat: 8-12 & 1-5pm

218 Main Street • 285-3212
AND Not a Real Estate Licensee • www.mickiesmobiles.com

285-6500

Real Estate Solutions for Real People

• We Buy Houses - CASH 
	 • We STOP Foreclosures
		  • We Repair Credit 
			   • We Pay Referrals

WE BUY, SELL AND RENT HOMES
VD K

DIANE VINSON-KOLBERG
Thinking of selling?  
Demand is high, interest 
rates are on the rise, the 
time is right! Call me for 
a free Market Analysis of 
your home or property!

Cell: 406-539-1593
diane.kolberg@gmail.com

BerkshireHathawayHS.com

The market is changing
and so is our name.
Prudential Montana Real Estate is proud to become 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Montana Properties.
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Ancestral Angst 
DISTURBING THOUGHTS ON 
DISTURBING TRAITS 

By Art Kehler

Not long ago, scientists who study human DNA 
announced that modern humans of  European descent 
possess Neanderthal genes. Hence, according to 
these experts, 2-4 % of  my total DNA consists of  
Neanderthal DNA. Personally, I struggle to imagine 
any relative of  mine ever feasting on ice-age, vulture 
gizzards sautéed in wooly mammoth blubber. 
Nonetheless, there’s no denying that I do possess 
certain physical, behavioral, and psychological traits 
that may support just such a mortifying genetic 
scenario. 
 
So far as the physical attributes go; they are quite 
evident. For instance, the drawings I have seen 
of  Neanderthals depict them as having sloped 
foreheads. Sure enough, I have a slightly angular 
skull. Additionally, I am left-handed; a mark (or so 
I have been told all my life) of  genetic regression. 
I am bow-legged. Obviously, such curved pegs 
would have provided a more elusive, serpentine line 
of  retreat when being chased by giant cave bears. 

Clearly, diminutive stature would have permitted 
Neanderthals to live in caves small enough to prohibit 
entry by hungry mega-mammals, thus enhancing 
their survival odds. Not surprisingly, I stand five-
feet-seven inches tall while the average height of  a 
Neanderthal male was five-feet-six inches. Despite 
the fact that, for centuries, they have been considered 
functionally unnecessary, I still have my appendix. 
Further, I didn’t have my wisdom teeth (yet another 
non-functional, evolutionary residue) removed until 
I was thirty-five years old. Most damning of  all----I 
have hairy toes.

Unfortunately, my Neanderthal-like behavioral 
characteristics are no less apparent. For example, I 
insisted on eating dirt well past infancy. When my 
mother first took me to a playground, I swung from 
the top bar of  the swing set with one hand rather 
than use the swings. As a youngster, rather than walk 
up stairs, I preferred to shimmy up the hand rails. It 
was my deliberate choice to live in cold climates all 
my adult life. I am perfectly at home in the woods. I 
have a tendency to excessively sniff  food before eating 
it. I like my steaks rare. 
Last but not least are my Neanderthal-like 
psychological traits. For instance, I struggle to solve 
complex problems; such as, walking and thinking 
simultaneously. Similarly, I find it hard to calculate 
math in my head (favoring the fingers and toes 

method when no one is looking). Always, I have 
preferred music that features drums. To this day, I 
enjoy drawing pictograph-like images on secluded 
walls. 

Currently, there are organizations offering to test 
the DNA of  anyone who wishes to discover their 
genuine ancestral lineage. Based on my previously 
noted characteristics, I think I already know more 
than I’d prefer to know about my DNA. I can handle 
being descended from brutish folks robed in ibex 
hides, but to be descended from an extinct species? 
Never! That’s like saying part of  my composition 
consists of  dead stuff. As such, despite the damning 
evidence, I choose not to acknowledge that I have any 
Neanderthal DNA. 

So, ultimately, when it comes to tracing my ancestry, 
I’ll initiate the study with those 18th-century family 
members who left Europe, sailed the stormy Atlantic, 
and planted their clodhoppers in my world. In that 
way, perhaps what happened in the old world will stay 
in the old world. As I see it, it’s better to let sleeping 
wooly rhinoceroses lie.

©Art Kehler
Art lives in Harrison, Montana. His essays, stories, and 
poetry have been published in newspapers, journals, literary 
magazines, and on-line magazines.

Ron Elliott 
162 ce Road

Three Forks, MT 59752 
Office 406-285-6511 / Cell 406-580-7441

Web: landmanmontana.com
Email: relliott@mcn.net

REAL ESTATE
Est. 1979

visit me at 
www.landmanmontana.com

1/
4 

M
ile

Diesel & Car Repair
24-Hour Towing Service

Heavy Truck & Equipment 
Service & Rebuild

10769 Highway 287
Three Forks, Montana 59752

406-285-6913 MONTANA
I-90

EXIT 274Ron Imberi
1-800-200-6913

Foundations, Septic Systems, Roads, Backfill 
—any and all dirt work needs!

D&K Excavation, LLC
406-209-0982

Donnie and Kassidi Lulloff
Established 2008

Remembering our fallen this
Memorial Day and always.

 

285-6621 
or 570-7391

Eight unit sizes • Locked, electric gated facility  
Outdoor storage: car, boat & RV, etc.  

Reasonable rates! Call for size - quote.

Sky View Storage
At 51 Jefferson St. N 

Behind Manhattan Bank-Three Forks
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203 MAIN STREET // THREE FORKS, MT // 406.285.4556 // mainstreetoffice.com

1995 2015

This month we celebrate hard working graduates,
moms who are always there and we remember

lives given so that we have the freedom for celebration.

Special thanks to the men and women serving 
in our nation’s military, for we know that freedom isn’t free.

Have a Safe and Happy Memorial Day
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